Where have all the ducks gone?

A helpful guide to teaching The Catcher in the Rye

PREREADING ACTIVITIES

1. Start with the question: What do John Lennon, Ronald Reagan, and The Catcher in the Rye have to do with one another?  Then send them on a webquest to find the answer.  You can also have them research reasons why this book is so frequently banned and present their findings to the class.  

2. Have them find interesting facts about the good old days (1950s) 

3. Guide to being the perfect housewife

4. Show the movie Pleasantville and have them complete the attached handout.

5. If you don’t have the time to show the movie, show clips or show an episode of Leave it to Beaver.
UNIT QUESTIONS

1. Mr. Antolini explains to Holden that, “The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of the mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one.”  How does Holden mature throughout the course of the novel?  Do you agree with Mr. Antolini’s definition of maturity?  What defines maturity for you?  Compare Holden’s maturing process to that of Melinda’s from the novel Speak.  How are they similar/different?

2. Holden says, “The thing with kids is, if they want to grab for the gold ring, you have to let them do it, and not say anything.  If they fall off, they fall off, but it’s bad if you say anything to them.”  Explain this epiphany of Holden’s.  Do you agree with Holden that we should let kids “fall” or should we try and protect them from the “F-yous of the world?”  Why/Why not?
CONNECT WITH THE TEXT

1. Double entry journals

2. Quote Wall/Graffiti Wall

3. Post-Secret Activity

4. Daily Journal Topics

PROJECTS

1. Character analysis project

2. Creative writing

3. Discussion Questions

4. Comic Strip

5. MySpace Project!

ASSESSMENTS

1. Test on symbols, themes, motifs

2. Essay—compare/contrast Melinda and Holden and how they mature

HSPA ACTIVITIES

1. Speculative Writing

2. Reading Comprehension

3. Evaluation/Support

