Character Sketch – Catcher in the Rye

Grading Rubric

In order to see what you are learning about Holden, you are going to complete a character sketch for him. This is a TEST grade assignment!

There are four components to this project; each are worth 25 points.

*Character Creativity = 25 points

This part deals with your actual artwork; however, your artwork is not as important as your creativity.  When illustrating Holden, try to think about his personality and/or behaviors.  For example, if you think Holden  has a dark mind, consider drawing his head in black crayon to convey this.  You are more than welcome to draw a background or objects around Holden. 

*Character Traits = 25 points

The purpose of this activity is to get you really thinking about the central character in the text and how you might visualize him if he was an actual person in our classroom.  You must come up with 6 traits for Holden that you feel accurately describe him.  List these traits around the character.  In addition, you must include a short quote (1-2 lines) from the text, underneath each trait that supports your choice.  Do not forget to include a citation for your quote!  For example, if your quote is found on page 35 your citation should be (Salinger 35).  It is important to support how and why you have concluded that a character possesses a particular trait.

*Sympathy Paragraph = 25 points

 For this section you will type a paragraph ( 7-8 sent.) in which you will explain how you and your group members feel about Holden.  What are his strengths and weaknesses?  Most importantly, do you feel sympathy for him?  Why/why not?
*How He is Changing Paragraph = 25 points

On the same piece of paper, below your sympathy paragraph, you will type one paragraph (5-7 sent. each) explaining how Holden is changing as a character.  What is happening to him?
*Remember to set up your paper in MLA format!

Look on back to see example of how to set up your drawing.

