In the Lake of the Woods
By Tim O’Brien

Elements of Postmodernism:
Paranoia
Blending of Genres/Pastiche
Blending of Fact and Fiction
Non-Linear Time Frame







College sweetheart
of John

Feels theyve grown
apart since his
return trom the
Vietnam War
Frustrated bv his
election loss
Mystery of her true
character surrounds
her as well

PLOT

Examines the events of John and Kathy
Wade’s excursion to a lakehouse
following his loss in an election
Explores their relationship, marriage,
and John’s political careg

Analyzes the impact of

on John’s psyche "

JOHN WADE
o

Vietnam War Veteran

Fails in US Scnate bid

Counstantly reminded o

ences %“%

Relies heavily on

elements of




THEMLES TO LOOK FOR

trav [ohn

PTSD
MAGIC ' Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
« Experience in '

» Influence on Joidf as Vietnam still
haunts him

+ Impact on his
marriage

« Influence on his
mental capacity

TIM O’BRIEN
+ Born October 1, 1946 in
Worthington, Minnesota

+ Graduated from Macalester
Cellege in 1968 with BA in
political science
Received a draft notice and
went to Vietnam in 1968

v After war, graduate student
at Harvard and did an
internship at the
Washington Post

+ He left Harvard to become a
newspaper reporter which
gave way to fiction writing




Activism and War Efforts

e was against the war,
but was sent to Vietnam
in 1968 with the
“unlucky” American
division

Involved in the My Lat
Massacre al Thuan Yen,
which figurcs
prominently in In The
Lake of the Woods

Assigned to the 3rd
Platoon, 5th Batt. 46th
Inf., as an infantry foot
soldier

POMO ELEMENTS

Non - Linciar

Blending of Genres
Narrative
Interviews
Statistics

Subject Matter / PSTD

Various Perspectivi

Use of Hypertext”

"key words or phrases take the der to another part of the

novel, and then o where they started
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Post-Modern Elements of
In the Lake of the Woods

TYPES OF CHAPTERS
% Titled
% “Evidence”
o Interviews, Exhibits, Documents, Photographs, and more
% “Hypothesis”
% Footnotes
 Multi-genre of sources
o High culture and commonly-lived life
o Dissolving of borders between fact and fiction
o Meta-Narrative 7
o A greater awareness of the human construct of the novel, as
merely 3 text and not 3 history

NON-LINEAR TEXT
% Chronological ordering is non-existent / constantly challenged
% Lack of unified “subject”
% Multiple perspectives

HYPERTEXT
“* Words / phrases form “links” to other sections of the novel

FRAGMENTATION '
« Lack of continuation of thought / lack of emotional closure
** Weaves in and out of reality ,
* Creation of 3 “meaningless” life NG
o Endless uncreated, random universe
o Undercuts the legitimization of reality

SURFACE TROPES: SELF-REFLEXIVITY
%+ Footnotes :
% “Maybe...” in “Hypothesis” chapters’
% Conceptualizes of society, history, and the self as icons of culture



Post-Modern Elements of
In the Lake of the Woods

DIRECTIONS: IDENTIFY THE ELEMENT OF POST-MODERNISM THAT
EACH OF THESE INSTANCES FROM TIM O'BRIEN'S NOVEL IN THE LAKE
OF THE WOQDS EXEMPLIFY.

EVIDENCE CHAPTERS

["THE NATURE COF..
MEMORY CHAPTERS

HYPOTHESIS
CHAPTERS

LUX'S FOOTNOTE #21
(O'BRIEN 30)

JOHN'S USE OF
MAGIC (O'BRIEN ™)

JOHNY USE OF "KILL
JESUS" (OBRIEN5)

EVIDENCE #13 '
(O'BRIEN 26) OF
PSYCHOLOGICAL
TRAUMA

THE ELECTION

MISSING PERSONS
DECLARATION
(OBRIEN 9)




My L3i Massacre

BACKGROUND

o During the Vietnam War, the Quang Ngai

_Province of South Vietnam was a suspected
haven for querrillas of the People’s Liberation
Armed Forces, also called the “Viet Cong” or

vcr

o Insurgents were sometimes housed and sheltered

by civilians in the area, and Amenican soldiers
were frustrated with the complicity of the lol
people. Together with thelr inability to close
with an elusive enemy and pervasive fear of
ambush, this resentment made violent reprisals
against civilians more likely.

THE MASSACRE

¢ Involved Charlie

Company, 1st
Battalion, 20th

Infantry Regiment,
11th Brigade, America

Division

o Saw little action and
casualties leading up

to this incident

o The night before the

attack, Charlie
Company istold that
My Lai is housing
insutgents, and they
wete to do there

o They wete instructed

to destroy the village

CIVILIANS KILLED

¢ Thesoldiers found no ¢ Some were tortured

insurgents in the
village One platoon
of which was led by
Lt. William Galley,
killed hundreds of
civilians — primarily
old men, women,

~ children, and babies.

grenades into a
trench filled with
villagers.

or raped. Dozens were
herded into 3 ditch
and executed with
automatic firearms.
At one stage, Galley
expressed his intent
to throw hand
grenades into 3
trendh filled with
villagers.




The leading army
officials in charge
attempting to quiet
those involve and
cover up the incident
If not for reports from
“grunts” and other
soldiers involved, the
secret would have
been kept

ARMY OFFICIALS
COURT-MARTIALED

On March 17, 1970,
the United States
Army charged 14
officers with
suppressing
information related
to the incident. Most
of these charges were
dropped.

¢ US. Army Lt.

William Calley was
convicted in 1971 of
premeditated
murder in ordering
the shootings and
initially sentenced to
life in prison; two
days later, however,
President Richard
Nixon ordered him

" released from prison,
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Image is arguably in the public domain. Otherwise, is included as fair use, see below.

This image is a work of a U.S. Army soldier or employee, taken
or made during the course of the person's official duties. Asa -
work of the U.S. federal government, the image is in the public
domain
Subject to disclaimers.

This work is copyrighted and unlicensed. It does not fall into one of the blanket

fair use categories listed at Wikipedia:Fair use#lmages or Wikipedia:Fair _
use#dudio_clips. However, the person who added this tag asserts that the use of
this work in the article "My Lai massacre" to illustrate the object in question on|



The Choices Made

LESSONS FROM MY LAI ON DRAWING THE LINE

Thirty-four years ago this coming Saturday,
more than 500 unarmed women, children and
- old men were raped, mutilated and killed by
American soldiers on a rampage in the
Vietnamese hamlet known as My Lai.

The massacre was stopped when a 24-year-old
American helicopter pilot landed in the line of
fire between the U.S. troops and Vietnamese
civilians. While his 20-year-old crew chief and
18-year-old gunner covered his back, the pilot
confronted one of the leaders of the massacre,
then evacuated 10 villagers from a bunker. The .
crew also rescued a child cllngmg to h|s dead 'Gu nners Larry Colburn, |eﬁ; and John
mother in a ditch. . : Wennergren flew in gunshlps like this, or

' : : . low and fast in OH23s, where they drew fire
When you are young, terrified, far from home to iaentify enemy targets. ,
and surrounded by craziness, how do you hang _
onto your moral compass? How do you
develop one in the first place?

That's What we asked Lawrence Colburn;, the helicopter gunner, who was born in Coulee City, grew
up on Whidbey Island and in Mount Vernon, and joined the Army in 1966. i

As American soldiers fi ght a war in Central Asia where boundaries and enemies can be similarly -
unclear, Colburn, now 52, offers this advice to young soldiers: "Beware of peer pressure that moves

you in the wrong dlrectlon

This is Colburn's story, in his own words d1stﬂled from recent conversations with Pacific Northwest magazme
writer Paula Bock. '

(7]

AFTER THREE MONTHS in Vietnam, Charlie Company (Task Force Barker, 11th Brigade, Americal
Division), had suffered 28 casualties, including five killed, and was down to 105 men. All the
casualties were from mines, booby traps and snipers rather than battles in which troops could clearly
identify an enemy. The day after a booby trap killed a popular sergeant, Charlie Company was given
orders to invade an area believed fo be a North Vietnamese stronghold. Though it is generally
agreed commanders ordered soldiers to destroy the villages and “neutralize” the area, there is
controversy over whether the directive included killing civilians. The U.S. military's official report
found that “from 16-19 March 1968, U.S. Army troops massacred a large number of noncombatants
in two hamlets of Son My Village, Quang Ngai Province, Republic of Vietnam. The precise number of
V;tn;me;e killed cannot be determmed but was at least 175 and may exceed 400." Later reports
tallied 50. ’



» Thirty years later, memories of My Lai massacre
remain fresh

By Paul Alexander, Associated Press writer
= MY LA, Vietnam - Truong Thi Le stares at a graphic
i photograph of the massacre's carnage, then points at the pile
- of corpses under which she hid for four hours, clutching her 6-
i year-old son. Her dead mother, brother and another son
s SEEE s sprawl nearby

"l feel pain in my heart when | look at this," she says, her
voice choking. "l have to struggle not to cry. | still can't account for what happened.”

Dredging up memories of the terrible events of March 16, 1968, is easy — far too easy - for Le,
70, and Ha Thi Quy, 73 ((see top photo). Dealing with the memories is another matter.

That long-ago day started mostly overcast and breezy, with some hot sun later around noon,
the two women say. The 8,000 residents of the four My Lai hamlets were having breakfast or
heading to the rice paddies. The winter crop, not one of the best, was almost ready for harvest.

When gunfire started, it wasn't a surprise. My Lai was in a war zone; many residents had crude
dirt shelters to huddle in during artillery attacks.

But this time was different. Within four hours, 504 men, women and children, by the residents'
count, would lie dead after one of the U.S. Armys blackest days

o R

Quy speaks softly at first, recalling how American soldiers had visited My Lai hamlet No. 4
previously, giving away candy and cigarettes and getting water.

Her wrinkled face comes alive and her voice picks up intensity and agitation — "I still feel
frightened to tell the story," she says — as she details how helicopters came .in low around 6 a.m.,
followed by American infantrymen who gathered up the villagers.

As Quy was herded through the rice paddies, a bullet hit her thigh; she thinks it was a stray

because it didn't come from the soldier behind her.
She managed to keep walklng until the group reached a

newly dug ditch about 50 yards long.
"The villagers did not dare to resist," she says. "They had
nothing to fight back. | prayed for them to spare me. They
- didn't say anything." -
The first to be shot was a monk. In the ensuing barrage,
Quy was hit in the buttocks, went down and passed out.

When Quy awoke, the soldiers were gone. They left
behind 407 dead and dying, villagers said later. The
Americans had moved on to My Lai hamlet No. 2, where they
killed 97 more people.

Quy found herself in a pile of corpses, including her
A mother and eldest daughter, in the ditch where the blood was

: calf-deep.

"The dead bodies piled over me. That's why | survived. |
was just lucky," she says. "| managed to pull myself out of the bodies and walked home. It was
burned and all the cows and pigs were killed. We had nothing left."

Covered in blood, Quy walked to another village for clean clothes, a bath and an escape from
the insanity.

Finally becoming widely known nearly two years later, the tale of the horrors at My Lai
intensified the American public's ill feelings about the war. Returning servicemen were branded



"baby-klllers" even if they had been far from the battlefield.

“My Lai was an appalling example of much that had gone wrong in Vietnam," retired Army
Gen. Colin Powell wrote in his book, "My American Journey."

"The involvement of so many unprepared officers and noncoms led to breakdowns in morale,
discipline and professional judgment — and to horrors like My Lai — as the troops became numb
to what appeared to be endless and mindless slaughter.”

Initial military reports claimed the massacre began when two Americans were killed and 10
wounded by booby traps. In reality, the only U.S. casualty was a soldier who shot himself in the

foot.
The Army's court-martial proceedings ruled that platoon leader Lt. William Calley and his men,

frustrated by losses from land mines, snipers and ambushes, killed at least 175 villagers and

perhaps more than 400.
Calley was convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment. Other officers were censured or

demoted.
After a public outcry that Calley was being made a scapegoat, President Nixon reduced the
sentence to 20 years, and Calley actually served just three years of house arrest before his

conviction was overturned by a federal judge.

Ironically, the massacre was not such big news in Vietnam, especially in the war-ravaged
region surrounding My Lai, where almost everyone lost a relative or friend to the war and where
reports have persisted that this was far from the only atrocity.

Fierce battles followed around My Lai until 1971. Bulldozers flattened much of the area. Only
. about 500 villagers remained, working the rice paddies during the day and hiding nearby at night.

Quy was a hired worker in other villages for a while. One of her two sons lost an arm, a leg and
an eye in a land-mine blast later in 1968. But her remaining relatives and her land were in My Lai,

so she returned, even as the fighting continued. *
"Most were too frightened to come back," she says. "And there was a bad smell from the

bodies and the blood."

Though the country has no official religion, many Vietnamese believe in spirits. Both Le and
Quy claim they and other survivors could hear faint screams and cries for years after the
massacre.

"I think their souls were still wanderlng around late at night," Le says. '

But they say the cries have faded since a memorial was erected in"1978. The SpIrItS seem to

be more at rest now.
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| The wounded soldiers
“of the 101st Airborne Division

. contend with sleepless nights,

- restless days, fractured
relationships.and vials of pills
that help with the pain

— but not enough The

’ Permanent cars
of Iraq

By Sara Corbett
Photographs by Ty]er Hicks

obert Shrode can’t sleep. -
At night, in the fly—speck town of Guthrie, Ky, in the rented farm-
House he shares with his 20-year-old wife, Debra, he surls the Interner,
roams the house. He lies down and gets up again. He drinks a beer and
stares out the window ar the black fields beyond. Hours pass. He can’t
sleep. Before the war, he could have six beers and sleep like a baby, but
now that works against him. Drinking may help ger his head to the pillow,
but it also ratchets up the mchtmares Fora while, he sweated out his bad
dreams on the living-room couch and it drove Debra crazy. She would
come down from the bedroom, touch his shoulder, ask what the problem
was. Shrode would just turn his back to her and not say a word. Now she
knows better than to ask, though occasionally when the silence berween
them gets too deep, she’ll put it out there, What’re you thinking about?
“Iraq,” he’ll say. And then the silence falls again.
He pops Ambien to coax some sleep. The results are mixed. On
- the advice of his doctors, he is taking three different pills for pain, a

Robert Shrode in bis rented farmbouse.
“Somebody stares atit, I get mad at them,” Shrode says.
- “Somebody looks away, and I get mad at that."




pill for swelling and another pill for depres-
sion. There are days when he is unrecognizable
to himself, a guy who afew years ago was a
party-loving bartender at a Mississippi casino
and who is now 29 and engaged in what can
feel like a never-ending battle to see his own
future brightly. '
The only person who understands him is his
buddy Brent Bricklin, a restless, dark-haired 22-
year-old and fellow Army specialist in the 101st
Airborne Division, who is also home after serving
in Irag. Most mornings, Shrode picks up Bricklin
at Fort Campbell, the sprawling base that strad-
dles the Kentucky-Tennessee state line where
both men are stationed, and they go driving, It’s
always more or less the same. They drive through
the buttressed gates of the base, patrolled by
armed National Guardsmen, and turn onto Fort
Campbell Boulevard, passing the check-cashing
outfits, the strip clubs and gun-and-ammo shops
that, during peacetime anyway, boom with mili-
tary business. )
Shrode sometimes jokes that he loves his

Sara. Corbett is a contributing writer for The
New York Times Magazine.

36 PHOTOGRAPH BY TYLER HICKS/THE NEW YORK TIMES
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Chevy Tahoe more than his wife, and it’s half
rrue. The Tahoe is a big upholstered bubble, a
place where he can watch the world drift by
harmlessly. Inside it, lie shares more with Brick-
lin than he does with Debra, whom he met at a
nightclub in 2002 and married three months be-
fore going to war. “I can talk to him — I can’t
talk to my wife,” Shrode says. “But 30 seconds
with him, and I feel better.” ‘

Not far from the base, they pass a pint-size Kia
driving in the next lane. Someone has used soap to
‘write a self-congratulatory “Back From Iraq” in
large letters across the rear window. This being
December, the only soldiers back from Iraq are
ones sent home because of expired enlistments or
for medical reasons or those on their way to being
transferred-elsewhere. The bulk of the division —
some 20,000 local soldiers — remains- at war.
Shrode and Bricklin stare down at the Kia. .

“Dumb idiot,” Bricklin says. Shrode says
nothing. - :

It’s been nearly six months sim_:c Shrode and.

Bricklin arrived home from Irag. Shrode lost
most of his right arm, which was ampurated just
below the elbow in a Baghdad field hospital. Even
healed, his face is pitted with purple shrapnel scars

N b M e

Jenni McKinley in ber reo-bedroom
apartment. I didn't bandle war the way
1 thought I was going to," she says.

the size of raindrops. Bricklin, a broad-shoul-
dered former competitive swimmer who came
home honeycombed with shrapnel, bears larger,
raw-looking scars from his thigh ro his neck.
Both men have significant hearing loss, cocking

" their heads like a couple of old-timers in order to. e

grasp what's said. They are plagued by headaches -4
and are convinced they’ve had some memory lossi*
Berween them, they’ve had nine operations since
getting, as they like to say, “blown up” in Iraq.
Shrode, who is shorter and stockier than Bricklin
and speaks with a soft Alabama accent, still visits
the base hospital five days a week for occuparion-
al therapy. Once a month, he sees a military thera-
pist. He has tried, without luck, 1o persuade
Bricklin to get individual counseling too.

“He says I took it harder than I say I do,”
Bricklin says with a deflective smile.

“He did,” Shrode says.

“He’s says I'm messed up in the head.”

*You are,” Shrode says earnestly.

It’s a subject Bricklin doesn’t want to dis-
cuss. T 7




Name: Period:
ContcmPora ry Litcraturc ' '

John Wade / Robert Shrode / My | _ai

Directions: USc the Vcnn Diagram below to make comParisons between the articles you read and the events Prcscntccl to you in the novel.

On the back, use the 5raPhic organizer to Providc textual evidence of any comparisons/similaritics that you and 56ur group can make..



Directions: Amctcr complc’cing the venn diagram on the reverse of this shcc’c, provi&c one quotation for cach T
comParison that you and your group are able to make between the articles and Jol‘m Wade’s life cxPcn'cnccs.
]n your explanation, be sure to Provicle a clear link between the article and a SFEC]FlC instance from the

novel. Provide page number and sPcakcr{:or the quotation, and be PrcParccl to share your textual evidence

and ana]gsis with the class at the conclusion of this activitg.

ST “Qu 'o}téti"bn,'j e L i SRRy r."_HoW_does this Quoi:atio'n Pi‘ovidé fa'_]inyk'to.'th_c.a'r'l:i't;l:cs?._';f_i..'-": S




Name: Date: Period:

Directions: Read the following poem and make connections between it and ITLOTW. Use
the column on the right to record your connections. You need not use textual support today.

Fletcher McGee by Edgﬁr Lee Masters colleagues

She took my strength by minutes,
She took my life by hours,

She drained me like a fevered moon
That saps the spinning world.

The days went by like shadows,

The minutes wheeled like stars.

She took the pity from my heart,
And made it into smiles.

She was a hunk of sculptor's clay,
My secret thoughts were fingers:
They flew behind her pensive brow
And lined it deep with pain.

They set the lips, and sagged the cheeks,
And drooped the eyes with sorrow.
My soul had entered in the clay,
Fighting like seven devils.

It was not mine, it was not hers;
She held it, but its struggles
Modeled a face she hated,

And a face | feared to see.

| beat the windows, shook the bolts.
| hid me in a corner--

And then she died and haunted me,

And hunted me for life.




If we are to assume that there are definite similarities between this poem and ITLOTW,
then. ..

|. Who is the “SHE” in this poem? How do you know?

2. Who is the “I” in this poem? How do you know?

3. How does this poem conclude?

4. How is the conclusion of this poem similarto the conclusion of the novel?



In The Lake of the Woods
Contexts Graphic Organizer

http://www.mackillop.cg.catholic.edu.au/home/pamelac/nal/contexts.htm

Context:

Context , Defirﬁtion

Social

Political

Cultural

Physical

Historical

Spiritual

Intellectual

Assigned Context:

Relation to novel / textual support:




Criteria for In The Lake of the Woods Contexts Presentation

Presentation

Excellent
(9-10)

Good
(7-8)

Fair
(5-6)

Poor
3-9)

Missing
(0-2)

-Content:
o Information on the as51gned
- context is thorough, accurate,
" insightful, and clear =
'« Content is indicative ofa
- thoroughreadingand
~ interaction with the text
e - Provides insightful quotations
.~ and/or textual support to )
- “support context” . s
o  Presenters clarify and elaborate

- . on all information provided on -

. the visual aid

»Visual Aid: Enhances the audience’s

understanding and interaction with the.

presentatlon and includes:
% Plot points and main characters
- clearly represented
& Paraphrasing is done
S sufﬁc1ently
'+ Connects given context to
character(s), plot, conflict,
‘theme, etc
-+ Effectively relates given context
" to one or more other contexts,
“showing the correlation
“between the two. -

bhc Speaking Skills:
- -Eye contact, p01se volume, rate
and tone.

<INV OLVES AUDIENCE DURING
" PRESENTATION! .
Group Cooperation: - =
' -~ Group appeared to work ™~
. together throughout the
_ ,”'f'_'presentatlon e
- e Each group member
significantly participated.

140




Name: Period:

Tim O’Brien: Post-Modern Poster Child
50 points

We've told you that Tim O’Brien is the POMO poster child. So, your
culminating project is going to be an evaluation of In the Lake of the Woods is
to make a WANTED poster for Tim O’Brien.

Objectives:
« Evaluate Tim O’Brien’s use of post-modernism

« Locate and explain examples of post-modernism in ITLOTW
« Creatively represent information in a WANTED poster format

Requirements:
« A picture of Tim O’Brien
« A minimum of 5 different post-modern elements present in ITLOTW
o Text support
o Analysis
« Textual support that serves as evidence for the presence of these POMO terms

EXCELLENT | GOOD FAIR POOR MISSING

Characteristic 1 of POMO with text
support and analysis

Characteristic 2 of POMO with text
support and analysis

Characteristic 3 of POMO with text
support and analysis

Characteristic 4 of POMO with text
support and analysis

Characteristic 5 of POMO with text
support and analysis

Creativity exhibited

Effort and neatness noted

***YOU MAKE WORK IN PAIRS OR ALONE!***






Name: Date: Period:

Directions: Read the poem. Identify 5 specific connections between the poem and the novel.

Make these connections by annotating specific lines. Then, complete the accompanying

They will be submitted to me as part of the final assessment for this unit. 50

questi ons.
points -

My Life by Joe Wenderoth

Somehow it got into my room.

I found it, and it was, naturally, trapped.

It was nothing more than a frightened animal.
Since than I raised it up.

I kept it for myself, kept it in my room,

kept it for its own good.

I named the animal, My Life.

I found food for it and fed it with my bare hands.
I let it into my bed, let it breathe in my sleep.
And the animal, in my love, my constant care,
grew up to be strong, and capable of many clever tricks.
One day, quite recently,

I was running my hand over the animal's side
and I came to understand

that it could very easily kill me.

I realized, further, that it would kill me.

This is why it exists, why I raised it.

Since then I have not known what to do.

I stopped feeding it,

only to find that its growth

has nothing to do with food.

I stopped cleaning it

and found that it cleans itself.

I stopped singing it to sleep

and found that it falls asleep faster without my song.
I don't know what to do.

I'no longer make My Life do tricks.

I leave the animal alone _

and, for now, it leaves me alone, too.

I have nothing to say, nothing to do.
Between My Life and me,

a silence is coming.

Together, we will not get through this.



Name: Date: Period:

“My Life”

1. Consider the theme of the poem, identify it, and explain how it relates to the theme of In the Lake of the
Woods. Support your answer with lines from the poem.

2. How is the conclusion of this poem so perfectly linked to John Wade? Stpport your answer with lines from
the poem.




Witness
Martha Collins

If she says something now he'll say

it's not true if he says it's not true

they'll think it's not true if they think

it's not true it will be nothing new

but for her it will be a weightier

thing it will fill up the space where

he isn't allowed it will open the door

of the room where she's put him

away he will fill up her mind he will fill
up her plate and her glass he will fill up
her shoes and her clothes she will never
forget him he says if she says
something now if she says something ever
he never will let her forget and it's true
for a week for a month but the more
she says #rue and the more he says not
the smaller he seems he may fill up

his shoes he may fill up his clothes

the usual spaces he fills but something
is missing whatever they say whatever
they think he is not what he was

and the room in her mind is open she
walks in and out as she pleases she says
what she pleases she says what she means.



“Witness”

1. Use this poem as a way to validate one of the hypothesis chapters. How does this poem explain why one of
those chapters could have happened? Support your answer with lines from the poem.

2. Is this poem a valid representation of the Wades’ mairiage? Why or why not? Cite examples from the novel
that would substantiate your analysis.




/TLO?’W.[-[# Name: ' Per..
O4, oh! Jt's magic!

DRECTIONS: Fill in the graphic organizer, Where, with whom, and why
o . does John become Sorcerer?? Consider tricks he's played as a
child, husband, politician, friend, and soldier, You may choose any
trick from chapters 1-14, After filing in the graphic organizer, turn
over and evaluate his magical abilities! Al boxed must be filled out!

PLAGE & TEXT THAT REFLECTS WHY THE THCK 1S PERFORVED | WHAT THAT TELLS US ABOUT JOHN AND
Poople fovolied | & K PERFORED ith page runber] HS NEED FOR TRICKERY




Period:

Name:
[TLOTW  Ch. 10 The Nature of LOVE

Directions: LOVE! Love makes the world go round... all we need is love... love is a many
splendid thing.. Chapter 10, The Nature of Love, starts with John and Kathy at a
dinner, then goes to him going of f to war, then to a time at college. Sometimes one
of the moments is revisited, Sometimes not. Either way, each little story reveals
something about LOVE. Retrace chapter 10 and all of the stories, evaluating what
we learn about love (Tohn's love of self, Kathy, war, his father, etc.) | included an
example. There are 18 little stories, but you have 17 because | did one.

STORY/SETTING | WHAT WE LEARN ABOUT LOVE FROM THIS STORY TEXT SUPPORT

ey | Tohn and Kathy, despite ther problems,have avery | e8P best maies s ears,
They leave to Foc\)l passionate, if not physical relationship. t.here.' 59
around.




In the Lake of the Woods
Chapters 1- NOW

Periods 5 & 6

Non-linear Narrative
Poster Presentation
Activity

List John Wade’s Plot Lines:
. #1-
. #2-
. #3-
. #4-

n #5-

Objectives for Today’s Activity: 1

* Describe one of the five main plot
lines present in the novel:

1) John’s childhood

2) Vietnam/My Lai

3) John and Kathy’s college years
4) The Election

5) The Present (lake-house in Lake
of the Woods, MN; Kathy’s
disappearance)

Objectives for today’s activity: 2

* Analyze your story line for:

—Plot line

— Setting and O’Brien’s tone

—Post Modern elements exemplified

— Chapter types used to retell story and their
effect on reader’s understanding

— Time period’s effect on John Wade’s
emotional/psychological well-being

— Textual support (quotation in MLA)

— Poses question for audience

Obijectives for today’s activity: 3

* Create a poster that relays the information
analyzed by your group

« Clarify your plot line for the audience

* Present your findings in under 5 minutes

* Pose a higher-level question to the audience
that encourages them to utilize the information
presented to them

* Work cooperatively in a group setting

« Successfully delegate group roles and
responsibilities

John's Childhood
Plotline of Events:
H——t——

Setting [ Tone ! o ~emmerm—r~—

?0 MO L T
“ N ¥ e e

g\u:: ) io.,&ma-— [obrien, 2¢)
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Nawme:

Contemporary Literature

John wade’s Ulterior Motives

“The wmost interesting thing about magte Lies in the fact that what the audience sees ana what the magician does are two
completely different entities.” - Bruce Tognazini

To the best of Your knowledge, what s an ulterior motive?

Directions: Examine John wade’s actions in the novel so far. Next, begin thinking about what we see John doing. First, document

the wmost obvious reason(s) for John's thoughts and actions. Then, Look deeper tnto his character’s psyjehe to find any subconscious
motives for his actions. :

JOHN'S ACTION YOUR MOST OBVIOUS EXPLANATION JOHN'S SUBCONSCIOUS
FOR HIS ACTION MOTIVE

1. “Tldy-up the cottage...
wade dug out a plastic
garbage bag, marched
briskly tnto the living
room, and collecteal the
dead house plants (7€).



JOHN'S ACTION JOHN'S SUBCONSCIOUS

FOR HIS ACTION MOTIVE




KATHY WADE: ACCOMPLICE OR VICTIM?

DIRECTIONS: USING YOUR NOVELS, EXAMINE CHAPTERS 17 AND 18 FOR THREE QUOTES
FOR EACH SIDE OF A T-CHART THAT WOULD BRAND KATHY AS EITHER AN ACCOMPLICE
OR A VICTIM IN HER RELATIONSHIP WITH JOUN. PLEASE PROVIDE AN EXPLANATION
AFTER EACH QUOTE.

ACCOMPLICE VICTIM
QUOTE1 QUOTE"

EXPLANATION EXPLANATION

QuoTE? QuoTE?

EXPLANATION EXPLANATION

QuoTE? | QuOTE?

EXPLANATION EXPLANATION



.




Name Date

Directions: After listening to the song The General, by Dispatch, divide the song lyrics
up in equal parts between your group-mates. In your assigned section of the song,
highlight/undetline areas that thematically connect with chapters 6-8 of the novel Ir zhe
Lake of the Woods. In the space to the right of the song, provide evidence from the text
that supports the notion that this song and the novel are connected. :

Song: The General by Dispatch

Your Connections/Class Reflections

There was a decorated general with a heart
of gold.

That likened him to all the stories he told,
Of past battles won and lost and legends of
old,

A seasoned veteran in his own time.

On the battlefield he gained respect and
fame,

With many metals of bravery and stripes to
his name,

He grew a beard as soon as he could to
covert the scats on his face,

And always urged his men on

But on the eve of great battle with the
infantry in dream,

The old general tossed in his sleep,
And wrestled with its meaning,

He awoke from the night,

Just to tell what he had seen,

and walked slowly out of his tent

All the men held tall with their chests in the
alt’

with courage in theit blood and fire in their
stare,

and 1t was a great morning and they all
wondered how they would fare,

until the old general told them to go home.

he said:

I have seen the others,

And I have discovered,

That this fight is not worth fighting.
And i have seen their mothers,
And I will no other,




To follow me where I'm going, so:

Take a showet, shine your shoes.
You've got no time to loose,
Your a young man,

you must be livin'

Take a shower, shine your shoes.
You've got no time to loose,
Your a young man,

you must be livin'

Go now, you are forgiven.

(end Chorus)

Yeah, ow

000, hal

But the men held fast,

With their guns on their shoulders,

Not knowing what to do with the
contradicting orders,

The general said he would do his own duty,
But he would extend it no further,

The men could go as the pleased.

Not a man moved, their eyes glazed, straight
ahead until one by one they stepped back,
and not a word was said,

And the old general was left with his own
wotds echoing in his head.

He then prepared to fight, he said;

Go now you are forgiven,
Go now you are forgiven,
Go now you are forgiven, go!

Go now you are forgiven,
Go now you are forgiven,
Go now you got to be,
Got to be,

Got to be,

Got to be,

Got to be,

Got to be,

Got to be,

Hey.




ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS, USING AT LEAST ONE
TEXTUAL REFERENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR RESPONSES.

How are politics and magic connected in John’s mind?

Provide evidence from chapter 7 supporting the notion that John needs power, from
all aspects of his life.

Why does John go around killing all the plants?

In your mind, does this song truly reflect John Wade’s overall Vietnam experience?
Why or why not?






So-Why Not Make Your Own What Wil Yow Use to-
Inthe Lake of the Woody Ending?? Help Make Your Ending
- FINAL ASSESSMENT: A creative Creative?
'WWM inwhich
DO NOW: Raise your %‘dg mr&g_voun OWN E?‘\?UDINGy'I%”
hand if yow are not + Create, your own chapter POSTMODERNISM
satisfied with the - Provide clowwre for the novel
ending of thiy novel: - Make your ending as “believable”
B DO
The Task At Hand: Postmodern Crash Course Postmodern Crastv
- Use one 40 minute dasy period to-create . Course
w“last chapter” of the novel
. yﬂb@o Meflwcm Yo Wi Fragmentation
| Lw&%mmw&sg one - Non~Linear Time Frame
- Footnotes/Factual docs
- Chapwr % (Ewdulw; Hypothesis; The Way - Blending of Fact/Fiction
- Three UNDERLINED AND LABELED elements - Blending of Genrey
of Post Moderw literature . Met Aw
- Textual References that are smoothly -No-C o 45

- Study the criteria sheet for
thiy assignment

- Youwwill have two-days to-
E:;,pmﬁ)r Thursday's lab-

- NO PROFANITY
- Keep it real
- HAVE FUN




Name: Period: Date:

Papanikolaw In the Lake of the Woods
Create Your Own &&&Im:gz Criteria Sheet
Content | Excellent - Good Fair Poor  Missing B

o Dcmmstmtzs A salw( um{mtnm{mg cf the events encou nteru( in In the Lake
o the Worgs (nothing has been fabricated or misunderstood)

O Exemplifies a realistic representation of the main characters and their
Aypothesized outcomes At the end of the novel
utilizes at least three (3) literary elements of Post-Modernism
Elements of Postmodernism are original and used properly
An understanding of the use and purpose of Post-Modern techniques in the

chapter
Q &mtmns nt leMt one (1) Well»em}/'td(t{u( quotation from the novel
orqnm.zwtwn e e - Excellent  Good  Fair Paor - Missing

a Contains cfmytzr tttle

0 Adheres to the chapter title's format

O Flows naturally with 0'Brien’s Last c[mfter

0 UNDERLINES and ANNOTATES three (3) litemﬂ] elements af
}’astmm(armsm

»umie bl I'.xcallmt ng{ Fpur' Paar Mtssmgfz_;

Q A’;:Pra};rmte W’an( cfuncz ')\( 0 FKO}'A’N 1Y

_.5t171& ,Excellmt gm{ - Fadr }’Wr Mtssmg{;._;

o Dzmmstmtes A crentw'e Mu{ clem fragremm uf t/wug[»t
Q  Plotis infused with elements of Postmodernism

o A't(afts Wu:e af Tim 0 Bmm ¢ cmecmgly writes As the nmm‘tar af tﬁe nmial)
na  Excellent  Good  Fair  Poor S$ing

Mechanics.

QO Writesin lttemﬂ/ ;Jmmt tama
Q  Uses proper MLA citation when g}tatmwa novel

Final Grade: /




BELOW, WRITE DOWN HOW THE SONG LYRICS CONNECT
TO HOW JOHN TREATED AND FELT ABOUT THE ASSIGNED
CHARACTER. BE SPECIFIC WITH EXAMPLES FROM LAST

NIGHT’S READING.

ﬂw&y_ ettt yow Aake

51@»7. move yow make
51»17 bond yow break
51'0!7_ ﬂ'qw gow Aake
' 7'” le wﬂcﬁ&n, 7,0»

51'&&7_ word yow sy,
51/%7_ game yow fézy_
51*!47, 'VI’M 7,0«' ﬂ'ay,
?U be wafc/n'«? yow

COnnECTT0 KaTHY
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CONNECT 70 #7S
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Name:

Guided Reading for Chapters 6 — 8

Ch. 6

1. Connect the quote from Thomas Pynchen on page 26 to
the situation that John/Kathy are in.

2. According to the quetes, how did polities, magic, and the
Vietnam War influence John's life? Previde a quete for
each and cite page number reference.

Ch. 7
3. What did being a “Serecerer” do for John? What did #

give him mentally and physically in terms of his udentn‘(g and
ability teo handle varieus situations?

4. Deseribe John's reaction to his father's death. Prowde a
quete as well -

Ch. 8

5. What was the My Lai Massacre? How has that event
haunted John? Provide a quote.



Name:
In the Lake of the Woods
Guided Reading Chapters 17-18

1. Why does John Wade stay in Vietnam after the My Lai Massacre occurs! What
does he hope to accomplish?

2. Describe the person John is when he comes home from the war. What kind of
politician does he want to be?

3. How did John use his art of magic as a politician? Provide 2 quotes.

4. Why did John and Kathy go to the hospital after she told him she was pregnant!
What happened him in the hospital? :

5. What does O'Brien say about Kathy and “solutions”? How is her attitude/character
opposite of John's?

6. Desctibe the various debates and problems that Kathy ponders in the “Hypothesis”
chapter. Is she able to deal with them reasonably? Why or why not?



Name: ‘Period: Date:
‘Papanikolaw

In the [.ake of the Woods Chapters 13-15
Quiz 2 - 15 Points

1. Think back to Johh Wade’s experiences in Thuah Yen. How does
Gorcerer use magic to help hitn come to terms with the actions
that he and the Charlie Company comtit in My Lai?

2. TRecall the events in the Hypothesis chapter from this weekehd’s
reading assightment. What makes Kathy leave [ake of the Woods?
What happens to her when she leaves?

S

3. Describe Vin and Lux, the two [,ake of the Woods cops who are
assigned the Kathy Wade case. What evidence have they beenh able
t0 Ccompile by the end of Chapter 15?



\ Name: Period:

Contemporary Literature — Papanikolaw

In the Lake of the Woods Quiz
Chapters 20 & 21 — 15 Points

“The guy was a magic man. He could fool people. Sure as *** he fooled
me...Keeping that stuff locked up inside, it must’ve driven him crazy
sometimes...Anyhow;, I think the lies there sort of built info this whole repair-

Yyour-life thing of his — the ambitions, big Washington dreams — and I guess it
basically boiled down fo a case of colossal self-deception” (O’brien 196).

Who is speaking? (2)
Why is this person so emotionally vested in John? (3)

In one well-written paragraph, discuss the various parts of John Wade’s life that he has
tried to keep locked inside of himself. What are these events? How have they affected
John? How have they affected those around John? (10)



Hame:

Per: Contgmporary Literaturg

1.

In The lsake of the Woods
Socratic Seminar Questions

{lImost from this novel's first page weg know that Rathy Wadg will vanish,
and it is not long beforg we discover that her disappgarancg will remain
unsolved. What, then, gives In the lbake of the Woods its undgniable
suspgnse? What dogs it offer in place of the rgvelations of traditional
mysterigs?

Instead of a lingar narrative, in which action unfolds chronologically, Tim
O'Brign has constructed a narrative that simultangously moves forward and
backward in time: forward from John and Rathy's arrival at the cabin;
backward into John's childhood, and bggond that to Vigtnam and My loai. It
also movgs laterally, into the "virtual” timg that is represented by different
hypothegsgs about Kathy's fate. What dogs the author accomplish with this
narrativg schgme? In what ways arg his differegnt narrative strands
(simultangous storigs) conngetgd?

What dogs O'Brign accomplish in the sections titled "€vidgnee"? What
information do thgsg passages impart that is absent from the
straightforward narrative? Hiow do they alter or dggpen our undgrstanding
of John as a magician, a politician, a husband, and a soldier who committed
afroeitigs in wartime? What conngctions do they forge between his private
tragedy and the pathologigs of our publie lifg and history? Pogs the
testimong of (or about) such "real" pgople as Richard Nixon, William Calley,
or Gegorge Custer lgnd greater verisimilitude to John's story or remind us
that it—and John himsglf—arg artificgs?

Who is the narrator who addregsses us in the "€videnee" sgetions? {Irg we
meant to sege him as a surrogate for the author, who also served in Vigtnam
and revisited Thuan Yen manyg years after the massacre? In whatwags dogs
O'Brign's usg of this narrator further gxplodg the conventions of the
traditional novel?

Ong of the few things that we know for cgrtain about John is that he loves
Kathy. But what dogs John mean by love? How do John's feelings for his wife
rgsgmble his hopglgss gearning for his father, who had a similar habit of
vanishing? In what circumstancgs dogs John sag "l lovg gou"? What vision
of lovg is suggested by his metaphor of two snakes dgvouring gach other?
Why might Kathg have fallgn in love with John?



6. flthough it is gasy to see Kathy as the victim of John's dgegptions, the
author at times suggests that she may bg morg conscious (and thergjore
morg complex) than she first appears. We Igarn, for gxamplg, that Rathy has
always known about John's spyging and gvgn referred to him as "Inspector
Clousgau," an ironie counterpoint to John's vision of himsglf as "Soregrer.”
1t a eritical moment she rebuffs her husband's attgmpt at a confession. {Ind
in the final sgetion of "€vidgnee," we get hints that Rathy may have planned
her own disappgarancg. dre we meant to sgg Kathy as John's victim or as
his accomplicg, like a beautiful assistant vanishing insidg a magician's
cabingt?

7. Why might John havg gntered politics? Is he merely a eynical opgrator with
no interegst in angthing but winning? Or, as Tony Carbo suggests, might John
be trying to atong for his actions in Vigtnam? Why might the author have
chosen to Igave John's political convictions a blank?

8. Po ang of O'Brign's characters sgems capablg of acknowlegdging terrible
truths dirgetly? How dogs In the l.ake of the Woods treat the matter of
individual responsibility for gvil?

9. €ach of this novel's hgpothesegs about gvents at the cabin begins with
speculation but gradually comes to rgsgmble certainty. The narrator
suggests that John and Rathy Wadg arg ultimatelg unknowablg, as well; that
any attgmpt to "pegnetrate...those lgaden walls that gncasg theg human spirit"
can ngver be angthing but provisional. Sgen in this light, In the l.ake of the
Woods comes to resemble a magician's trick, in which gverg assgrtion tarns
out to be only another speculation. Givgn the information we reegive, dogs
any hypothgsis about what happenged at lsakg of the Woods sgem morg
plausiblg than theg others? With what eertaintigs, if ang, dogs this novel
lgave us?



