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'The Life ana£eeacy of 
:M.atthew Shepara 

Who is :MattFiew 
SFieparr£? 

.:. 2lurn 'December 1, 

~976 

.:. :J{e stooaS z" ana 
weig1iea
approxi:matefy 105 
pUuntiS 

.:. ,e optimistic ana 
accqti:ngl/0lDIIJ 
'I1Ul31!' a:riiP'WQ.S 'Ve:!'Y 
approacfiabCe ana 
OJ!.en to new 
cfiafIenees" 

•:. 'University of 
tvyomi:nlJ 

.:. Octo.....7, 1998 .-........ 

.:. 'Wmt to a.1Dcaf6a:r a:rulmeets ~On!M.cXimae.y tmt£ 
1bIsselC3leru£erSOll 

.:. 'I1iev lifft, 'Wit~!MattIiew_ fD'U£aruve to a. Temote a.rea. 
east'of£aramU! 

.) 1Jeat!Mattliew witIi tJieir IianLf a:ru£tIie Iia7uJk ofa. 
sJiot IJ&l!! a:n4tW£mm to a. sptit"'Yai!fence; tIiey tooi. 
fiis "'aIli!t a.nt£/iis sfioes 

.) 1JiscuvereaJ8 ftours fateT Uy a cyclist wlio t/iougM lie 
was a scarecruw . 

.:. !J(e truu.£tnt Octo6e:r 12, 1998 at 12:53 4.m. in a.lio.ntit-al 
in:FOTt Collins, CoCoradO -witIi msjamify 6y Iiis ~ 
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5t6out
 
The Laramie Proiect
 

:> 

.:. Xa:uf!!u1n r£e.sireato ream, more tWout 
why fie was murtfereatliat nigfit ant£ 
aEout Laramie, Wyoming 

.:. fluestion: 3low is £a:ramie tCifferent 
fro:m tfie rest oftfie country, yet Iiow 
is it simiCar? 

.:.Answer: pray of!MO!M.~ 

What Is Meant To ~e 
.Jt.ccomp{isfied... 

.:. Awareness 

.:. '1'oCerame 

.:. Xealization 
·:·ll7Uferstandi:ne 
.:•.j\cceptance 
.:. Cfia:nfJe 

U 0 se 
Worth ~ven !M.ean? 

.:. Awareness: lia:ving i:nowliuJiJe or 6ei:ng corucious 
ofi inf0rmet4 aterf, i:nowliu/geabfe 

.:. TOlerance: interest in a:ru£concern1C!T itJ:eas, 
opi:n;io'ns, practices, etc. tJiat are d9:ferentfrcnn 
Ont!s cnvn; tlie act or capacity ofe!iU£v:ri:nIi 

.:. 1teaC'lZation; cuming to v:ntfe:rsta:ntl'sometning 
cfearty a:ntl'auti:nct{y 

.:. l1ntUrsta:nd1:na: mental.PT.0cess ofaperson wfio 
comprefje:ndS 02t a state ofcooperative or 
mufual[y toterant reCations betweenpeople 

.:. J\cc9tanc~ a a:1SJ'0sition to toCerate or accept
peopfe or sit1uitiotls 

.:. Cha:nge: to 7nIlie tFieform, nature, cunten~future 
course, etc. cirfferenffrom wliat it is orfrom 
wliat it wouJi(be if~ft alime 

":founrfations Vedicatecf 
'I'o'I'fie Cause 

.:.71ie !M.attliew Snepara:Fourufation 
(. :M.attfie:w's Peace 
.:.71ie ~auafity, 'Erase !J{ttf4-ant£Youtfi 

:First Projects ({1.£ll'f!l!l2tights)
.:.71ie :Mattft.ew Sliepara-'tet ('Burfor 

Congress) .00 O.",..~O 

\ 1:· 
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YOU'RjO'B 5\S 5\. 
'RT5\.1JT1U 

•	 :J{ow is thispray Post !M.od:e:m? 
• 1Vliat can we gainfrom reat£inIJ this 

pray? 
• 1Vny are we ream:ng thispfay? 
•	 :J{ow wi£[issues from thispray effect 

us in tlie future1­
•	 :J{ow dO multipfeperspectives shape 

our unt£erstandl:ng OJ :what fiappenetf
tFiat night? (pray iJf~oments.-.:) 
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Name:,	 _Papanikolaw 
Contemporary Literature 

Introduction to The Laramie Project
 
Group Anticipation Guide/Discussion Topics
 

1.	 What, in your definition, is a hate crime? 

2.	 Agree / Undecided / Disagree 

I could never possibly be the target of a hate crime. There is nothing 
controversial or disagreeable about me. 

3.	 Describe Basking Ridge in one word. 

4.	 Draw a symbol that best describes Basking Ridge. 

5.	 Agree / Undecided / Disagree
 

It is highly unlikely that Basking Ridge can be the location of a hate crime.
 
............."'""'trr........
 

6.	 Do you believe that Basking Ridge is cliverse?Why or why not? 
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Act 1 Guided Reading / Viewing Questions 

1. How did Moises Kaufmann and the Tectonic Theater Project gather information 
for the play? 

2.	 What is the significance of}edeiah Schulze's choice of monologue scenes? 
What might the risk he takes foreshadow about the events in Acts 2 and 31 

3.	 What is a "Moment" play? How does this type of literature aid you in gaining 
multiple perspectives on the events surrounding Matthew Sheppard's murder? 

4.	 Provide three quotes that describe how the residents of Laramie view their town. 
In your opinion, is Basking Ridge anything like Laramie, Wyoming? Why or 
why not? 

-...............-.­
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The
 
Laramie Project
 

Background Article Activity 

Guiding Questions••• 
• "Laramie, Wyoming: Mirror of a Nation" 

-	 What are the events SIUTOUIlding the death of Matthew 
Shepard? Who are the key players? 

• "From Life to T.V.: The Power of Voices" 
-	 What were Kaufman's visions for "The Laramie Project? 

What did he try to achieve? 

• "Beyond Laramie: Roots of Intolerance" 
-	 What do these acts of hatred have in common? How 

can we prevent them from happening? 

• "The Laramie Project: Notebook" 
-	 Why does a "Play of Moments" do Mathew Shepard 

justice? 

Objectives••. 

1.	 Articulate the purpose of The Laramie 
Project 

Z.. Identify key players/perspectives 

3.	 Read and analyze various articles for 
pertinent background information, the 
roots and effects of intolerance, and the 
play's format as a "play of MOMENTS" 
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TIME 

-~.~~.. MIRRnA' Of A NATIO.u . ....... N--.
~. 

• 

• 

'feff Korhonen, 27. C~in explain the 
situation a~ \\·cll as :-ltlyone else. I-Ie 
\V,lS raised in C:heyennc., his faLher a 
career rniJitary rnnn, hi s n)olher a 
~'Iormon~ his grandfalher a tl1inislcr.. 

" ..';:. }~~,~~~ Slate rCI)fcsenlative
".'" , ....., 

.::~. . \1ike !\ta s~je of Lanlrnie 

undcrshlnds the .s-itucltion, 
kx.>. l',)ur t.inlCS dLlling HiG 

I~J:~()s~ ~?l~lSSjC C(>-SPOI1­

sort~d ;lnli-bi:LS bills in 
the \V~i'onljng legislature; 
four tin1cs they diecL 
111ere's no prohlcni \\,·ith 

enhanced lX-'1allies 
Not unlil his C:..rI)l 2()s ~ . '." ~~ for crin1CS ,lgainst 
did he teU his f4ll11ily ~ race, religion or 
lhllt he is g:1Y· "'When' I elhnidty, he's beL11 

lel-( <.:hcycllne tor ~ lold by fello\\-' la\v­
Lara,:?ic," he rl.'Il\~I~- I .makel'S. Aul if he 
Ix~r~,m)' futher ::\:ucl I ~~; doc.snl drop sexual 
kll0'" VC..,lU tr(.~ vr:rv ~ ori (::0 t ;., ti on rron)

• . o! .{ 

l>J"oud of \\'ho you arc. x the list~ then there's 
bul pl~aSC\-\'«lldl YOllr­ not a chance of 
self because there are passage. 
PC(}IJle \vho \\ill \vanl ~'J anl so eillgry 
to clcstt'oy you Sil1il)ly oVer lhe fa{~l tha 1 
because of \vho VOlt it never l)(ts.!\cd,"~ ., ~ 

aft;~~' I gav(~ hini a big ~ .\I:issic CXIJI:,itls~ 

hug and said.. "I kno\\-': -~ ..~~;.:: >·;:",···.:.~~~::.~;;ji;.;;~:.~;.~~~;:,~~;·::;;~;~,,.~~.~;;~;~t bee;! 11 sc n() \v the 
!\nd (hera the first thing I sa\\' \\'hen J na lion can \vonder \vhelher, ··gee, 
got to l,laraniie \vas a bun·,per sticker rnaybe \'Vyollling tolt"ratcs this kind 
that said BATHED IS A FA.\11I..Y \rInlL~E~·" of t.hing." II 

-
II..\T pF.oru: r\f EAN 

\vhen they say 
:\·1allhc\v Shcpard~s 

111urder \\'us :l lynch .. 
in.. g is lha I he \~:as. kjll(..~J 

to Inakc a [)()I nl. 
\Vhcn he \VtiS 21 

yc.~.lrs uld, ShcIJ(lr{! \vas tied 
\\/i th rope" l)ist()I-,\'h;l)IX.~d :lnd 
.,lrctdlululong n \Vyon1illg rente 
nt.;..l jt\sl i1S \t dying YOtUlg nl;~n 

bl.lt as a sig111X>sl. '·[f \Ve had our 
\\j,-lY~'~ it says, "lhis is \vh~tl ,ve 
have in lnind for gays:' 

'·\;1Ui his beating on Oc.tober 
(3" 19~}S, tn,d his cleilth six days 
fa tcr~ ShcJ)ard ignitc-c( a n~tUonal 

If)\Vn nl',;.~ting on the '~ndw'i:n~ 
hab'cd that ~harnc5 this cl)untry­
a J-latrecl so intense t.hat even 
death di<jn 'PI: save: hirn frolll it:. ", 
\\~l)ile She{-l;tf(l tlY in a (1)11'1:1 ~lt 

a ~lo'l:>ital in ncarbv (~olnnt{lo~ (.()lIege 
sr-l.ldent's lhere llloc:ked h.itll ,vith u 
SC.lrec.,·O\V atop :l parade tloat.. /\nd 
\vllile his [.larcnts {Jrcp_lrcd tor his 
bllri:ll :uld sl.x)ke of their 50n's gentle 
\vays, n Kansn~ JninisltT ln~ldc IJI~lnS to 
Ole\l.lnt n prcltl.~st i\t Shr:!Jarr.fs fUJ1f."raL 

"(0 be Sllrc. \\;'yo111ing has a strong 
rccorclon certain hlu11an-rights issues: 
il~s beo1 knO\\11 as ~·the ECjuality Shll(:~~' 

SltlCe 1870, \\~hen i t bec~ul1e U,e ti rsl 
sta.te to allo\v \VOniCn to vote. But In 
\r)/()rning-and u)unlJc.'., other pJau.:s 
a"·(.)S5 lh,,: r.....-.1unlry, in,,~ u"li ng s(;'~l{)(Jl s, 
\\TJrkplac..cs and the ll.S. rnilitary­
ga~~ pC-'()I))C often feel cnn1f>el1ecl to 
hide their identity rather than ri~k 

intin'litlation, ostraC;\111 or violenLe. 

~~~~~\.dJl'J.. I .•••• • ........ • 
, Abrutal "'jlling forces asinall Wyolning town 

to sc.arch its soul~~,,'r.t1nd challenges all 
Atner'jcans to co·nfront an enduring Ilatred 

-
...
 



"Matt's heating," .HOPE.., H:EARl' AND· H'AlT·E" The fmoph: l.nhoh~spire!.~.~ 
. ", ·/~11 L"J j ·1J·~r·.~. !fl~(J~ ~~ !lfJ]' i·n ~')t· 110 sp ita lizatio n 

~JJ i.doJ I"I i.l Ii.~. .... J ~. fl.":. 

and funeral 
foclIsedMATTtfW. ~PARD was.a 21-year·old	 he had Joined the campus gay and 

stlldent a~ I.be University ofWyomlna In	 lesbian group and was "enJoying It.~' \'10 ridVi ide 
.laramle Wilen a ~rutal attac:J<tmns-	 An avid ouldool'$man, he had a attention on hate . 
.(ormed·hlm ,'nlo a national symbol. H·ts	 passion 'or camping, huntlno, Good is cOIning 
.dea~.h.becam8 a rallying point In t~e	 .. fishing and skIIng. oul of evil." 

·.::St,~~gD,e·'Dr tolerance and ~gal~.hate. l::··i!~·.f~~:~'_~:;'··>':~ ..~~.~~~.! JWY and QEHHJS SI,1EPARO -DENNIS SHEPARD, 
.... ;.: ..:::..) >.>.~ I.se.. d 1ft. '. &asper,. wyo.mlOIl, .:P.i'f'IIiJq:£~~;Pl1~ spoke lovlnaly 01 their son's nature: rMITHE\'J SHEPARO·S 
:;~~ ..pard. was a flrst-y.ar polltlcal~ . . ~ttJ;~ "If this had happened to FATHFR
:.. ·r,~I~nC8 maJo,wUh an Inter~sl fn' : . ·~·f~:~.~:~:;;~ another person," said Dennis :;- __II 

'./. theater. His stafedcnrecr ambition was ~~l~lII~" Shepard. "ho would have been i: to .. -" • 

.to. bleo'me a dl~lo'ma~ or 10 work In p.uUUes. Two the first person to offer his help. his hope ~~, 
'daYS before the attack. 'Matthew' tol'd '8' r~8ad that and his haart to the family. tf . 

RlJSSELL I£NrERSON and AARON ·MoKINNEY. the men hospltnllzcd, Fluty was Infornlcd 
t·onvlcted of klilina ""'tthew Shepard. were almost the that she bad been exposed to the HIV virus. FlUty had 

same aue • their VictIm, 21 and 22, cuts on ber hands, and Shepard had tested positive for 
~espect~."J{:The twa friends worked the virus. She Degan taking Ihe drUG AIT, WhiCh can have 

:. spDra4f~"r.asro·ofers and had had a apreventive etfecl If taken Irnmedlately after exposure, 
number'oi"rUD:·lns wUhthe. "lice. To and was eventually determlned'to be HtV·negatlve. . 

:'.. 8xpla~'_:;~whJ b~:8ttacked Shepard, 
. . . . .·McKI~.ttey· altemptedlo use a"gay Though ROMAINE PATTE'RSON orfglnally hoped to 

: ',.. ,.::.3":" .. "'. :p:ln.I:~.~;!~,~ef~nse. cfalmJn.a that he was tJACDme a rock ~tar, Matthew Shepard~ death transformed 
p,[av._ked b,~.~::.u~Ql:~~.:"~~t ,advance. Judge Barton ber "nto an .actlvlst for tolerance~ 'When Reverend Fred. 

.~QI't re'use.d:·'9 .~J'~W: J~,".: argument.• ~Qd t~eJury. . Phelps., St~,'staaed an anti-gay :;\' 
.,$bbscqpcntlt.(.~~.:q,.d.·~·Miq~iJtl~Y,lull~. Tbe JUdge le« It to ,rot~st ot.6bcpt1rd~ fun em',. ·i~ 

.:.:	 $hepa,_, p~,e~·:t'.;.4:*,,:,~e· ~f McK.In.iJ'~~Gul~recelve waving pla·ca.rds read'lna HMatt In ~~:'
 
.·th.~f.taI.~.penaltY;;~p.'-~,~_Ii1g ~o .th~ .. :court~.Denn~.~.~epard Helf.1!·hltetsoll and her friends .~
 
tol~, Mc.~',p,n.y:.: ...r"J"·:·y·oq·,lf~t'II.Jbi mlJ~~ry:D.f $~meD'n8 .ftled:.to~_riIWDoQfthetaurits .by ,~,
 

' .. 'N._O..Ii' ..1·IJ.JJ_'f..U!~l$i;~~Y '9'~: JlaV·e.·,a.I.'JiU.llf~(a:n.~ 'may :Suira un dIng ill'" 'demanstrat0rs
 
:·yc.~:. t.h3rilf~t!..~·~!·::~.~·ry d3.rJ~f·~~;~ ~Gt~r.1clCJnney and , and singing ··~Amazlfig Grae•._,to
 

"fW~ ,are' a .';'OlfalSo." ."r';~lIr,e:~trt,$.~JVIDuu'e.seQten~esln. WyD mlng.	 ~h·elps.retur.ned to Lata.rn.le..to.~ ~be 
:trla~·DrAat'o~MeKlnney and group~ ofpco'l)'Je 

p'n ;O~to.er1}i~t~. KatJF~t1;wen~;'Dr a'rnoun­ .>.Rll"".ell Henderson. This time, bringing .forth a 
·taln blk',rIt"';.j·~·~··remQt.~:s:';ctlonDfLaramle•. Kreltelsfelf .Pa_ters41nts attl~~ls pdt. on h.ome· Jt:Ii!ssage
"•off 1I~.IlI~#I,;;,n~ stumbled~8jlrOS1J WhaUooked like a made anle' costumes.wHIt larue' of peace and

wi'ngs and $urrounded the P~elIJs lovoand···.···;;W:;~:.:J:~~~t~4~~n:1~~/:;f~:~~~~:~:t~~~\~t;::t.'. .. group, sllenclng.lhe· .haierul demon· 
(:nmp~$sion," .:<:'~·;p,ln".·~.~:ctpgtdb8~ ~,:eeD ._ODild·..~.4th8· ·lencofor18 b~·u.~ sImtlon. A'letwOtrb. Patterson was
 

.....ottenaskedJ.• speak aboUlMaUhew -RO.~AtNE .: .

..~~{:~~I~~~~~:~r:~~:::::.:~I'n~tlh~1~~~I~a$ '.. S'h.epar!(and .·herwo·rk to pro~mo.te
 .PATTlRsON 

KS{·fls"a:SUi" .tlJII5 'k,Untled·'I·,ih·iflrdd·.'oever mIla: .. ·erson. : tlUel11ncs' to' .~·ramle and beyond. 
0••• ":.. ." • .·~[~};'1i}l~f!~~'~1.1~,it::~:~~U~~:~~di~O!:~•• • 'HomnCatbotlc priest ROGER SCHft1JT waS.aa,~nJzed 

. <.,"tii8tGiulbal,ntende. hi.. te'rllie ijthltenceSt that . " by'thi attack 00 Matthew Sh·epaJd.~.~d
 
~i;:'JVIIirihevf sii.pardwoulel Dat M'OJ',dl.jijol\e. . . . . hnmedlalely took a stand aoalnsthate
 

crimes and hate speech. Fat~er Schmit

;;;~f.~EfLtiry· D'theAltiantc~un~ SberJff~,. loslstedthat his church be part of tile
 
::;}{:.",,~e:~. tb~ police oJflc'er ·W~O :'respohde~.·tQ.J~8
 communIty vigil ror Matthew Sh·epard. _ 
{/r:·::e~D.rlericy.:GaIl·~·~.~ut, tA1t~~e.W:,~hepa~~:.: Wh@_.··:.:. - Later, be worked as asplrltual'GOunselor 
.:;(.....Ffltty.arrJy'·_.. ontbe scen'e~ s_,p~:rd was.~lIf bO'uQd to',Aaron McKinney, hDplng topr~vent the
 
·'··:·_,I·i.hll'.. t·D.::thi··re~:~:,~·aiJ~·~h~ .•~.to··...~ufthi~~.ali:~~:e ...
 death penalty for McKinney. Schmit asked
 

. ":' f~PIIS .~f.f ully lnor.d.r,lo, FeleaSl.bl:m w:ltbiJ.ilt .' ' .
 tba.t socIety learn from the erl.me of
 
.: ·~:~::,::·~~.~II a·:a~.4~.1 D~l·I'd~'~I~:·.$lli·patd·..w_·.H·· ~'~ly... . . '. '. . 'McKlnney and Henderson, and cha,lenged
 

:f:~;\::.~~·rtJha~· F.J~.·co·u.'d. D·ot. open.__ ~::ril9~Ut toperf.orm ." all cltlze~ to. reflect on· .how these two young men had
 
·";"·"mo·ilth..til'.mauth resliscitaUDjt~ On'oe shepard had been learned bate Instead of love. . . .
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• 
tnonth after the rnurder of 
~'fatthe\v Shepar(~ the frt1'l7.iL1:1 

--, ,11eUia u)venlgeof thi .. hrutal 
hale l.TinlC \vas heginning 
lo subside. Bul just (hen 

..... 
the bl:ll:~lgU(;rcd l[)\vn of 

. LanUl1ic got itnolhcr inflllx 
of \·isi tors.. ·rhey \vere ac.tors frorn Ne\v 
"ork CiL-y \\~10 hacl (H-clsl Lhernsclves in 
11C\\' roles: as reporters. ,"Vith (ai,e 
rc<orders in hand-and \vorking in 
IJail's at first., in C~ISC lh~~re 

\\ittS any trouble-they 
fanned (Jut aCI'oss the 
(.t:"Jlnrnuni l)' Lo intervic\\' 

IJCopJe affectccl by the 
(.rinle: the l'l:lrf.t11tfer \vho 
S~l\V 1\"I;ttt ShCl)ard leave 
\\~ith the hvo nlcn later 
Lt"l1vic{ctJ of h.i S lllurder, 
the ('TllLTg<'~l(.y..rCX)ll1 ,kK.·· 
l()f \\'ho ltl.."ntcd Shepard! 
U)J(cgc offj(~i(1.15! religious 
lC:ldcrs, LX)litc offi<..",~rs, 

r,lIlchcrs, flicnds. 
~rhe (ictors talked (0 

1110re thall 200 IJeO}JJe 
4111d arnassecl SO'111e 4(X) 

hours of il1ler\ie\'·s over 
Lhe~ next year arid a 11\llf. 
V'erhatinl exc.'Cr).Jts froln thrise inter.., 
vic\vs rnake Ul.) the text for The 
l~(lralllie I'rl~iecl, an unusual rnixLw'c 

of dratna and dOL'Ulllcnlary. "'Jt 
brf)ught a\vhole ~lL~\: fi'J(.u, on e\\~nts::!' 

'iays \·Vyo.min~ re!-)orler *fiffany 
~~(l\\.'~tr(ls) \\;tho chokecl hack te~H·S nn 
the play's (Jrx.;nirlg night in l)enver. 
'illat"s the (Jifferencc het\vc.t..,'l theater 
iltl(i j()Ul11 aIiSl11:' 

ON THE SET: 
Tb ase photos. frorn 

The laramie Projec"fihn~ 
Vlere shot on location in 

Wyorning. The filrn 
-, depicts Laralllie residents 

standing liP to hate 
in vigils (top) and par-ades 

(left), \vbHe following 3 

group of actors (center) 
who went to Lar:unie to see 

bow Shepa,d~s death 
changed the to\vn" 



WINNING ACOMMUNITY'S TRUS1~ CREATING A 
. " ". ,.... . .' " . '~," ','", i', . ",' '". 

-uThe Idea tor Theia,i,~iB'PtOlect,·,·t "The;aC~OfS"tou,nd t~o lov/nS'peop;le wary CULTURAl X..RAY
 
explafns MOLSES KA~~AN."orloJnated of the_,med'ia yetsurprf~lngly wl,lUng tu jnT'[:\1 E spoke l..-itll director .'/aJi ..~t~s
 
_out 'or,-my ,.d~r'to,:l~m.}Jnor~);lb"d,QfwhY talk-. "What helped WitS -that' w'e 'were
 !\aZd1110Tl to ,'cunt w/UI hl' vnd'arked {;'ll 

" __ Mat,lheW,She·pa,~.~·'m~'~~.~red~l;tboutclearly_not-expertsaad: ¥!~reuropl~o our "('!1t.: L\lr~unic l'rojcx'l-~!iJl-d hou: he hopes
: .what ha'p'pe~e4;~~Atjdghtr~'~·(J.ut t..be:' war.'~ ~ys companY,rnemb", Greg': hislilnl u.'ilJ in'()1)in~ ,'ieH:i·"~, 
, .tGwRqfa.ararril'~';;Jhe'ldea o(;O_enlng t,o Plerottl,who traveJedto taramfe with 

the clt_~~I!i,:titJ~:r~~'IIY JIiJ~ri~,t:dA!le.. ,'" Kaufman. The InbnvlewerS won, the ' Q: Why do you think MaUhe\', Shepard·s
.,:', Haw,!s ~'riI':'\'i''''ff8reQtttOmUit:'r8st 'o'-~ , cam:m·uility..~.t,rij'~fJ(~~Ufma Deve"~;_~~I~.d. murder attracted so much attention? 

CJ:.fiofml,(f;J1ive', ;Utnl~tJ're-When,~h.~,was KAUFMAN: ~ILlllhc'v ' '''as II young ~lll(knL 
>:evl'c'le-.ftrom he', Jo~i~l.n-c,ottle' ~home> .. ·-: \\rith hi~ life ahead of hirJi. \Vt.~ could cllJ

~,'; ':::_',.}::.',i'_',O:: ,-,----.. ':'" ';:': ,{,,- _:,- '; - "'_' 
id-enfif" '\\'Hh IJin~ ~tlJd \,-cy. ·".\.ly God, tl)("y 

stopp~tl hi slife al the nlo~t beautifuJ 
rnornen t. of it. He could he everybody's 
brother. 11r- ('ouJd he (~\·t:+ryl.ti)dy·s fri(:'IJ( L" 
'J l1cre \V~l$ ~11so (he s\'rnbolic: nature of the 
eri rne: it \\. a~ a erl1eifi~,ion. \bu ("an~l do th ilt 
in our ('ulture\\,ithout ~~ettin~ an ineredible 

4UHounl of .lltetttion. 

Q: lfJhat did you hope to achieve by 
going to lararn ie?
 
KAUFMAN: r\'c a]wav.) talked ;~h()ut {hi~ a~
 

hoing to ""'Ground 7£;'0:· 'lllose \\'orch nov.
 
?~ take on a "f"!'\, different rneaning. But rny 
~1 SEEKING JUSTICE: i{k~il 'Nas (h.~t· d \\'e \\ f~nt 'to I.....lnf;nie iind 
1. In a drarnaUc COUJ1- int....·)"\·iev.·cd !he l.x.:ol.)~C of the lo,"'n~ \\'C 

,rOOlll scene. t.he rni.~h! be abk- lo ('fe-ate a dOC'UJllent lhat \\"ilS 

prosecuto-r plays ;J m', ·X"'l'av not Of',Jy of ho\v Lnl'arnie\va~ ((.'121­

tape recording in in.~ at ti~e end of th(' rniUt.'-nniutn, but ahout 
110\\· the c-ourllT\' v.. a~ iC'E'ling; and lhinking VJIlich Aaron fvlf:Kinoey 
and taJldnt"-~lh~)ul \'io;en('t~ ('lius. ('{lu('a"·~confesses to 
r-ioH. ~e\ui,f' politj(,)\ p-ri\'ijet~es and rigl}t~.beating Shepard. 

Q: What do you hOJJ8 students will lake 
away frorn vie\v;ng Ihis filln? 
KAUFMAN: !\'Io\t ilHi )ortantly. Tire l,,(lfllfntt' 

PJl~icct Lrk~ to (JU t tiS in {Oti('h \\' i th our ('OrD ­

rnon hUlll'lTtitv. Past the iss.l1es~ pait the it1e~ls, 

it trie~ t()k){"~JS ~ittentio(J fin ho\\! \Vt' are aU 
(tiff(,:~renl and hOVe' \ve tire iJ.l Ull" s~\nl(.~, \Vhcn 
~laUlle\\'''s nlurdcr hUPIA:-:rr:.(~d~ the ~rudents 

at the high s<:hc~-,J in L.lrfU~J'iie \\-"c:l'~ really 
~hak("n bv it. /\nd I think this is Hn opp<,-,r~ 

lunilv for" ~h.tdents aU ~lI'ollnd th<." (:ountry 10 
ANGEL ACTION: olcclitate on \\"hat that meant and on ho\\" 
Romaine Patterson ~ lhey CHn take ~leps to pre\-ent another 

~(right) and fello\'/ f ~-Iatlbe\\;, Shep;:u·d rrorn !a.~ill~ rllurd(~.t1;~Jin 

student activisls their eOB111)unities and in their schools.. 

countered anti ...gay -­ Th{.~re~s a line in the fHnl ,\"here Father 
Ho~t:~r S(,hnt it ~~i\"S th~tt (~\ (~r\' tinu: st)rH(~_:J1lC;~protesters by 
is (~~~Hcd a "'r~~~( 0;- a "d>'kc:'ttwt is the SCct:.J ofdressing 3S angels 
violence. It \\-'oukl be inlt-71t='sting for studff:;t~and surrounding 
to JO<"lk anJund their schoo) en,"'ironnu:nttbent Coslurne 
~tnd fl-sk, \\'h(~re ,ire the :loo_h of \'i(>!e-:nCt:~

designers for The h(.:rc? In The l..l.:iil1;nie fu~jec/. l.x:oph: a~k;
Laramie Project \rhat is a e0111nninity:;' ,And \vhat are the 
re-created lilis va]U(4~ that gl'id{~ tOt eOfHlnunity? n~{)st.:' dfe 

nlOlllent for intrusion grcut questions for ~l\Jdcnl-~ to think nhoul. 
in the fihn (above).­ .....­
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~ 

RnnTs nJ: I-N--l-·0
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rnerica's profllise of fteedol11 for all t citizens have faced 
persectltion for being (Jifferent. Six case studies shed ligtlt 

OIl the deep·seated CalJSeS of b'igotr'y, viol,ence and hatred 

~l~'ing ,the Am~riean Rc\'olu· 
...tion, Colonel Charles L}1,dl­

, a fierce palriot-yearnc(l to 
I.Jl1l1ish his fclJo\v'''irginians 
\\1x) \vere disloyill to the CdUSC 

of ind(1)Cndence. I.,ynd·. set 
~. UJ) his o\vn court, Ilanled 

l"lirnself its juclge.. and annOllJ1<Xtllhat 
~u:\pects (ouncl !,'llilty of supporting 
t.lle 11rilj.sh \\lnd(1 he \vhipped under :l 
trL't~ in his yard. HLyn{.hjng'~·in \vhiLn. 
~l nloh (,tkes the l~l\V into i ls 0\\11 hands 
f'('" injure or k.ilJ ~l I.)(:r~on :ux.tlStxl of 
\\·1·ongdoi11g-bcciunc increasingly 
{.1.Jll1nlon as the nal.ion l:J~I}andcd. 

[)c(\\,'ccn 1882J ,,,,hen Tcli41blc sta ... 

Uslic·.s \\'tTC first ('l:JlIech.xJ. ~lnd 1968~ 

4.~ 743 ptTS(JllS dicel of 1)'11chin~; 3,44(-; 
of thenl \VL~re black lllen and \VOlllcn. 

Olllookers often (~jel.:~r(x:1 and children 
1)la)'c~1 during ly11chings; pieces of 
L11('~ c::orpsc \vere ~onlclirnes taken ;\ s 
s()uvcnirs (",{ lhe event. 

.Anlcrican histfJl·y is fined \vith 
(()llntless stories ofprejudjec against 

groups ,Lncl individuals because of 
lheir polilical beliefs. r:tCc. religion .. 
gender" national origin, sl-.,.xual orien­
ta tion or olhc"r dj ffc~rel1ces. "rhes:e 
stories arc unsettling, but e..'\anlining 
Lhern CJn iJiurninate the causes of 
bigotry-as \~'elJ as sLeps individual 
c.iuzens can take' to help ArneriCd live 
up lo its prornise of liberty and 
justice k,r aU. 

·JAMES BYRD:1DEATH BY DRAGGING 
l~'our lllonlhs ht~f(Jr(~ tht::' rnurder of 
~·t(lHhl~\· Shcpard~ the sniaJl lo,~ging 

10\-\11 of .I~lsl..x.~r, TL:x~lS~ \vas itself t.rans­
f01111ltl by ~l "kiotlS hale tt·inlC. JilJl1CS 

Byrd, It 49-yt~ar-old i\frican-j\nlCrlc:ln 
resident, "'as kiiicd 'by three \vhi lc 
111en \vho shackled hilTt Lo the hack of 
a picktll) truck and dragga.l hirn for 
s(;..~··er~ll rni.les..PaUiolog)sls belie\'C Byrel 
\vas still alive and C.f1l1scioU5 for tJ-te 
first h\~n rnilc~, until lhe truck hit a 
concrete drainage (!itch, instantly 
killing Byrd and .lievcring his he'ld, 
uPlx~r lorso ancl ri~hl a.rl'n fr0l11 the 
rest of his bo(..Iy. \VJlile suprcnl~lc;,t. 

n~X~!nlrnatcs Joh.n \VjlIiarn King. 2·1, ~.nd 

l.Al\\~rCn(l..: Hus.~ell Brc\vcr, 32, \vere 

SL11lt.:nu..~1 to death in th:cir 19~)B trials. 
Both \verc rnc111her, ("'-the (~()nfc"(ler~ 

alc Knight.s of ~-\JTtcri<.:a~ ;\ faction of 
lhe Ku Klux Klan. 

2JAPANESE APJlER·ICA.NS: 
. SUSPECTED OF TREASON 

In response to Jal}an-s194J attack on 
It(lrl I-Iarbor, the lLS. govellirnenl 
dc;~cided to detain al)proxirn~ltel'y 

120~OOO Jal)a nese .\rnericallS i 11 
C:~Hlll)S LJlroughoullhe \VeslC111 states. 
l\llhough nu JaJXtnt~se .\J11cricul1 ,vas 
ever c.'Jnviclcd of spying for lallatl 
du.rin~ \Vodd \Val' II, these j\nlL:.ric~~rl 

citizens and naturalized JalJanese 
irnrni~ranls \-"ere rernovc-il fr0t11l11Cir 
hcnnes, under suspic.;on of (lisloyalt}, 
or lre~isf)n ag:tin=,l the l.l.S. 17;nnilics 
\vcrc r()rct~d 10 leave lheir C0J11ffill· 

nilies (Iui(.·kly~ nfh:~n scJlin~ houses 
and husinesses for :l ff4lction of their 
\v()rl.h before bei ng l;tken lu rern()lc 
C;1111 1JS in deserts 4ind oLher h~lrsh. 

eJ1VirOnnlcn(s. Ironit:~tlly, 111allY ()f 

lhose inlcrn~xJ \\'t'rc lah..T dnlftctl inl(J 
the:. l!.S. rUl11Cd forces and s<.~nlllvcr~ 
seas lo fi ght for the go\"ernn1Ctlllha l 
had irnpl;soned 111en1~ 

3ANn.SEMI"T1S1Vl: THE TARGETING 
OF JPNISH AMtRlCANS 

In .Allb'Usl 1999~ 13uford It'tlrrO\V~ Jr. 
'\valkccl inlo a Jc\vish COlnnlunity 
r~cnle.. in I .os .Angeles :lnd shot five 
rX:~f)r»)e, induding four L~)ildl'en. tluee 
of lhcnl under seven. F'urro,v, ~t 

111clllbcr of the \vhilc ,\uprcnlaci st. 
groul.) ~·\rya.n N~ltinn,;~ told lll\v", 
enfOr(Xo111enl' offil.;~tls lh:lt his sh()()t­
in~ spree \\'us "4a \vake-,up call to 

1\1l1Crica to kill JC\vs.
n 

Habhi l\braham (:oopl~r of t.he 
Sinlon \Vicscnlh;d (:cnlcr of Los 
l\.ngelcs~\\'hich t110nitors hale t.TinlGS 

and ha tc groups! says tha1JC\\~S are 
disproportionately singled oul as 
tii.rg(~ls for· hate crirnc5~ particularly 
in CaJifol11ia. I.n 2(XX.1, for exanjple~ 

an li -SCJ1"li li e acl s relJi·escli teel 12 



WHAT: ABOUT YOU?I X::J'lt:nt of halL' crilHcs in the slatl.\ 5CA~JiPUS VIOLENCE: 
\vhil4.: JC\\'S rllakl: lip (,rtf)' lhrcl: pcr- COlUfVJBIr~E Afl0 BEYOND 

We ·all gr~.w up with preludlces·. It
L·c:nl of the IXJIJu}aLion. Fi\'c years 4lg0) Evan (\alHscy broughl takes ef'o·rt to ~88 them 8S clearly 

a P1.JlilP-~lcLion sholgun lo hi s .:'\.tl )ka 

4
as olhersdQ,:.HUinanwr"ab~. e~perts


JNTOLERANCt ON THE VJEB: high school and oly...~nc(i up, killing
 recommend starting with our· 
speecllandt~(Hlgbt patter~.
 

,. rJ1(:re are no\v rnon:.- lhall ;~,(XXJ h41tC he is serving a 2H)-ycar terrn in a
 

THE RlSEOF DIGITAL HATE the principal and one student. ~O\\' 
A'm I ~ulck tolabel..urednecks" 
Dr 44I1belal$'~_QO ,Itetl gar Joke$?si (cs on (11<: \Veh. notes Habbi j\bra­ 111axi nil1rn-s(~cl1ri ty pri son in the Am I carel,-wl~bgefJder . 

11;1111 C:txJl.x;r of lhe Sin10n \\'1c-scnlhal :\laskal1 rnOlu1tai.ns. Evcry night, before descrl,:~,:9.:~· . .<·.:.i:~: ..: .:. . '. 
(,:<.,.~lcr (lvunl~.ll}iesenlhal.i.·ol1l), \vhich crashing in the liny ec'U he shares \vilh . . He~.'are sorn8·~tb8r' q~8stlollS . 

a fcllo\v rnw'dcrcf, he niOps U1C prison ,'.:. you..mai'~~k yourse·I(:.r~ow.,.WI~e·.1s 
.. '~. circle. 'of frfends? How diversefloors, a joh that earns hir... 821 a ':- :·is .Jij~::h,l"tday .·~rct ·,i$t?::'".w·;··

t11onlh, just enough to huy sn~l p. ..' :Inte,mied Is mynelahb:omo.od?sl)\u))))()O and stationery. .:,\'-Wby.Is'i_1? Dol be'·o'Ui'jidVate:·;·.' ..i 
Hnnlscy say..; he cOtnrnilte<.l his :::;.:·;·:··chUij.llIat IICiude?: Hovtaft"I1'.8m.I:··.~:·: .. ;. 

nlnlpagc bct:ause he \vaS siLk of being .. :In·',lb·e:, ml1uir'fty? 0, ,: bav.· the .;::. "'... 
pick(:(.! on in school. ~~·)body Jike!.l .... 'co'uraai to 'aSk a'rlend'nol to 'teU a'H 

nl(~." and I (.1)ufd f](:\,(:r undt.:rstand .·';:~t~J::::~r!:=f:~r:~: .
\vhy:' he says. H Il \VUS pr(.~tty bad {ht:n~ :....'·peoplewtioappear:dlffe-teritt\,:· .. ,·:,-:·..:;- ..;:,
but if \ a IOl \\'orSG no\v.. I sit lhcrc~ . . ...:siuic£:··TOL!~.Pi~.o;n;'..'.:'~; 
and I \\·i sh, I \vish. I \vi sh, J \vi sh 
I clidn'l do \\'hal I did:~ 

l~"ollc)\\ing lhe C~OluITlbinG J11ilS· 

sacre of 1999-in \vllich t\VO sluclc'nts \vho al.>(->earcd (o he .\-lusH r~l sky ..· 
opt:ncd fire in a Colorado high Sdloc,t rockettxL.In the t\V() \\~tx.~ks aftcr ~.pt.. 

killing 13 pCOl»)e and then l"hern- 1J, lhe C~ouncil on .;'\111l~ril.'tU1-1slanlit~ 

selves-.a blue-ribbon IJanel criticized Hl'lutions dOl~lJllcnh ..xJ nlorc (han Et·~) 
\:.; police, school officials and parents anli-i\rah and anlj"~'1usJinlinddcnts 

for not intervenin~after being ~iven i·n the l).S., inc~uding four n1tlrders~ 
signs of the kiiJcrs~ rni.lrdcrous in[C1iL i.lssauits (.in 4.5 indj\~idl1als, and ,llhH:ks 
~4111at \vollld have ha...~l one of the hc~t on 6(J 1110sqUCS. ~'Iany South ..-'\siarl 

tracks \\.'hile 5UrJrenlaasls and other things it rx:.rson could have done:' says ;\rneric~:tns 4lnc1 ,\rab j\rnericans \vere 
h~1(e groUIJS th~lll1se the Internet Lo HarnM:y of hj~ O\\/rt C1St:. i\dds f\onaki afraid Lo gq ol.:lL in public for fcar 
5{Ji'cad rnessa ges of intolerance. "·11·Jese Slepht.TIs of the Nalional School Safe.. of violence, narne-callh1g or other 
are 1l1u]tiJ)llfrX1SC hale organizations~H ty (;cnler: hIne best rnctal dett.'Ctnr har~lssrnent hase,} solely on apl:ear­
say·s r';ool>Cl'. 'Vfhcy are anLi-Je\vish~ is the StUd(.11t:~ 11'ulfs l,(.'caUS(:' it11'llort:: alllC. r:ongressn...an John. Cc:x-,ksey of 
af1ti-iIlHl)igrtu)l~ anti-niinorily ancl, th.ln 7~t:) perc.ent of schOfJI-violenc(~ Ll>uisiana told a ra(!io IJrognlnl that 
sorne \-\'ouJc-1 argue., anti -:\.nle,.jcan~" incid(;nls~ the attacker '''If I SL='C sorneone thafs got. a dial~r on 
(-:tlnlh:ttting hate on the \\~eh c.all he 
(liffic-ufl, l)artieul;lrJy bLx~~Hlse S(lme 

"hategroups lliie rnjsk;",ldjn~ t:ie-tics. I~br 

exitIn[)Ie, U)lau.1. nUl rlinlulherking.org 
is a site c:reale.(.J by lXX)I.lle \vho h;llc 6~~rAm: 
I)r. I\'1:trtin l~lIthGr King~ Jr. and hi s IN THE LINE OF 
l1lCSS,l gt~ of Ju.slit:c. But unsuspecting FIRE AFTER 9/11 :~p.~),,,.;,-~~ .. ' . adults :,ald Lhcll 
\,\'cb slJrfcrs \\"()lIld assunlclhe silt: is FoUo\\ing V.1e It"'rror- 'j aU }\rclbs-inclu­
ck..Uit41 ted lc) the· values or Jl1CJ1jOry of ist attac.ks ()f SC))t. 11, ding'i\nlcrican 
Dr. K.ing~ \"ben in fact it pron1olcs 2001, hate cri nles Lilizcns-shouJd 
rac;sn1 ancl 8nli-SerniliSll1. For rnore again st !\'1usli rn s, be reqtlirecl to 
resour<.cs 011 couJilering cligilal hale~ ;\rah .Anleric:ln~t carry slx~;al ID 
vi si t u:tlvu,.11 bO.C:;olu/ha te.. Sikh~ and others cards.• .. 

•I

:~ EVACUATED: fDA ordered Japanese 
AII1ericans into detention c3ri,ps. 



INTOLERANCE 
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Vt:!1!:!A! IIV. '" cannot mention anyone 

. who has done more for 
this community than Matthew Shepard." 

-FATHER AOCEA SCHhltT. CATHOLIC PRIEST IN LARAMIE, \VYOMlf(,1 

UJ don't know what 1he hell [Matthew] was trying to 
do, but I beat him up pretty bad. Think I killed him. H 

-;., 

-AARON 1vk:KIt~NEY. IN ATAPE.. R£COROEO CONFESSION TO THE 
AlUANV COUNTY. V/VOP."oo. SH£AlfF·S DEPARTrl1fNT 

Ii I would like to urge 1he people of Wyom fng 
agalnst overreacting in away that gives one 
group 'special rights' over others. We will wait 
and see if the vicious beating of Matthew 
Shepard was motivated by hate." 

-JIM GERRINGER. GOVERNOR OF VIYor~,,~ 

HHafe and prejudice are not 
Amerlcan values. The public 
.oulrage In laramie and all across 
America today echoes what we 
heard at the White House 
Conference on Hale Crimes last 
year: there Is something we can 
do about Ihis_ Congress needs 
to pass our tough Hate Crim es 
legislation. " ' . 

-FORMER PRESIDENT Bill CUtlTON 
LI;'
:J.'i 

i. '" hope that Matthew Shepard as he was tied to 
:T. that fence ... had time to reflect on amoment 

when som eone had spoken the word of the Lord 
to him-and that before he slipped into a COlna, 
he had a chance to reflect on his lifestyle." 

-B.APTIST MJNtSTER IN lARAri11E. WYOl\1Jr«J 

"I would be afraid to walk down the street and
 
display any sort of affectio~ for my [fern ale]
 
partner. YOLI don't do that here in laramie. ,t
 

-lACKIE SALMON. UNIVERSITY Of WYOMlOO ADMINrsTRATOR 

.. ::'.' ~, 

. ::.::::)]• .11 

;~ 

locautl,~,:;·._pe{t,1,agre, ... ,tbtlt·thenurn,be, .'f~d",eSJeport.ed 

. . ... Is,S!D~,!l~~'~~'i!8~,~~;1:~~~~!'D!l.m~,~l,a~~~!!y ~o,~~ftt~d~';;::f(~S< 
4,~:Numb~'r~, ~te crtinesln 2OOO,~~tli~ted"'raC:lal .. :" 
bias. Fe'deral stitlsUcs shaw that crImes agafDst AlrlcaR., " 

~~~;,,-~
 
I.O,~'.,blas~.:.Crlm:,s·,:if:>'.:' .Inst :';'0 ·'0'.0" the·.'Jewlsb faith .

fr.';~i.~b~F~~!~;~]m!l:;\\f~~n'tJ.,Jo(~t8'cript~: .'" ..,.. '.', .... . 

'~8:' :' . 

tblrd m0stCf0Jl1'mD:llror~'))f~~e"c,lme"","": ,. ..... 
..... ··~~~~R~jill.~!M1e~lMn 

.."'.. ..": -:>:.;.~;.:? .. \.~- ..~ ..:..... "').~:; ..".' .:,-.. .~:'-'- .. , "-,:- ':< .' . ::~,:' ':f..;, .~ •.. " . 

HATE-CRIME LEGISLATION n~ THE U.S. 
Hate crimes targel vlcthns on the basis of their perceived race, ' 
religion, gender, sexual orlentatlon, disability. natiDnal origin or 
ethnlclty. The role that these personal characteristics play In 
fnotlvatlng the offendor Is tile key difference between hate crlfues 
and other crhnes. In 41 states, exIra penalties are II"posed 
on crimes fueled by racial hatred; 24 states apply steeper 
punlshillents to crhnes tnotlvaled by scxual·orlenlallon bias. 
The Supreln~ Court unanlrnously upheld these laws In 1093. 

A1t 
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Name: Period: Contemporary Literature 
Directions: As you read/watch, complete these graphic organizers for key "characters" in the play (be sure they provide a unique 
and necessary perspective in understanding Matthew Shepherd). 

·Sp~~~7r:· ·.;: ..~~l. ~~o.'.. ~s~.~~::,~p'::;I·. ':W!t.'·a.~:.t. ,·~d~..~.~.}~~9~~.~o.~r:.~b.": .. '}l;t.~~tt~~~ do we g~in ·-fr0n:.'­..O .···I .. .. ~~~te:.-tli.e j¥o~a~~n.;'.. <I'~.e~t~dJ)Y.~::~:Eva ... •s. spealce.r. .Do.esitprovide . 
.:. Matth~.w .'. :,' :~'"'':.>''' -thls:.:person.~s·.:perspective?~::, ':-> '., . . :. ..~u·W1th·:avahdreprese.ntation'·ofMatthew Shepard?'. . . 

.Ev~~uate' the.inforitia~o~:prese;nte~ ';by~t~is" ~p~er•. Does it.provide·"spea,~e2.=l.,~1~':~hjPTo.·m~e~~gh~iE!~~~:~:1i~?1ftMatthew do wegain.from..... you 'with'avalid .reptesentation·of.Matthew'·Shepard? . . 

. ~valu~t.ethe.. inf()nnatio~j'~eseljt~~.;py:.this.·.s~e~~:I?~ -it provide.~R.~~~er. :.. ·I:.::~~~~P~~.~fU.··.·P.,t. 0:· :I· .. ::~:.~t;.:··~B~~~,.~~~9rm.,:~·.::.:.:a.•......~~. n;.~~~utMatthew do we gam front . Wh .. 'you"with:a"'valid representation 'ofMatthew"Shepard?' .',.:.". '. ':. :· .. < .. ·Matthew·... :... ;'<'" :..thls,person.sperspectlve?·.:: . 

;' 



1) a. How does The Laramie Projectportray' the media's effect on our perception of Matthew Shepard? 

b. On a broader and more universal level, how might a play of "moments" serve as a fair representation of Matthew as an 
individual? 

2) Why did you choose these three individuals? What perspective do they provide that would otherwise go unheard? 

;1 
I 



Papanikolaw 
Contemporary Literature 

The Laramie Project Moment Juxtaposition Project 

Directions: Using all graphic organizers and activities from your reading of The Laramie 
Project, your group will construct meaning by re-ordering moments in the play. 

In your groups: 
o	 Each group- will re-order a group ofmoments from The Laramie Project 
o	 Each person will contribute to the construction of a new meaning from your new 

order ofmoments 
o	 Each person will analyze the new construction by comparing it to Kaufman's text 

(will be collected in group packet) 
D	 Each person will contribute equally to a group discussion fueled by each group 

naember'sfUndings 
o	 Each group will analyze the two meanings (Kaufman's order ofmoments vs. your 

group's order ofmoments) and evaluate Kaufman's choices ofmoments for a 
class discussion (one group member should take notes for when your group is 
ready to share with the class) 

[:J	 One spokes-person will use these notes and speak on behalfofhislher group 

Objectives: 
D Reconstruct the text according to speaker and the most logical, chronological 

presentation ofmeaning 
D Analyze your new construction for meaning and compare this meaning to what is 

presented in the text . 
D Evaluate Kaufman's choice of arrangement 

Example of Poster (one per group): 

The Laramie Project Moment Juxtaposition Project 
By: Group Members 

Moment 1: TITLE 
SPEAKER 
SUMMARY OF MOMENT 
JUSTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT OF MOMENT 

--"'-­

Moment 2: TITLE 
SPEAKER 
SUMMARY OF MOMENT 
JUSTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT OF MOMENT 

Moment 3: TITLE 
SPEAKER 
SUMMARY OF MOMENT 
JUSTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT OF MOMENT 



------------- -----

· Papanikolaw 
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Name: Period: 

Analysis of your group's new order of moments 

Use this space to conduct an independent comparative analysis of the new 
construction ofmoments. In paragraph form., justify the new order ofmoments 
and compare it to Kaufinan's. This will be collected. 



"Charlie Howard's Descent" Mark Doty 

Between the bridge and the river
 
he falls through
 

a huge portion of nlght;
 
it is not as if failing
 

is something new. Over and over
 
he slipped Into the gulf
 

between what he knew and how
 
he was known. What others wanted
 

opened like an abyss: the laughing
 
stock-clerks at the grocery, women
 

at the luncheonette amused by his gestures.
 
What could he do, live
 

with one hand tied
 
behind his back? So he began to fall
 

into the star-faced section
 
of night between the trestle
 

and the water because he could not meet
 
a little town's demands,
 

and his earrings shone and his wrists
 
were as limp as they were.
 

I, imagine he took the insults in
 
and made of them a place to live;
 

we learn to use the names
 
because they are there,
 

familiar furniture; faggot
 
was the bed he slept in, hard
 

and white, but simple somehow,
 
queer something sharp
 

but finally use.ful, a tool,
 
all the jokes a chair,
 

stiff-backed to keep the spine straight,
 
a table, a lamp. And because
 

he's fallen for twenty-three years,
 
despite whatever awkwardness
 

his flailing arms and legs assume
 
he is beautiful
 

and like any good diver
 
has only an edge of fear
 
he transforms into grace.
 
Or else he is not afraid,
 

and in this way climbs back
 
up the ladder of his fall,
 

out of the river into the arms
 
of the three teenage boys
 

who hurled him from the edge­

really boys now, afraid,
 

their fathers' cars shivering behind them,
 
headlights on- and tells them
 

it's all right, that he knows
 
they didn't believe him
 

when he said he couldn't swim,
 
and blesses his killers
 

in the way that only the dead
 
can afford to forgive.
 





Name:	 Period:, Date:, _ 

"The Laramie Project" Socratic Seminar Questions 

In his introduction to the play, Kaufman writes "There are moments in history when a 
particular eventbrings the various ideologies andbeliefsprevailingin a culture into sharp 
focus. At thesejunctures the eventbecomesa lightning rodofsorts, attractinganddisti11ing the 
essence ofthese philosophies andconvictions. Bypaying carefulattention in momen~slike this 
topeople's wor~ one is able to hear the way theseprevailingideas affectnotonlyindividll81 
lives but81so the culture atlarge" (v). As you lead yourselves in discussion, you may want to 
use this idea as a touchstone for your larger conversation. 

Directions: Answer the following questions IN A WORD-PROCESSED document and be 
prepared to submit your answers TIIE DAY OF our Socratic Seminar. 

1)	 Why do the Tectonic Theater Project cast members interview so many different people 

in Laramie? How did this help Moises Kaufman achieve his goal in writing "The 

Laramie Project"? What was his goal? Has he achieved it? 

2)	 How can this play be seen from a Post Modern viewpoint? Describe specific elements 

of Post Modernism and provide your opinion concerning how effective this play is as a 

vehicle through which to teach this literary genre. 

3) . How is Matt characterized in the play? How does that characterization change 

depending on the person talking? DescrilJe specific people from the play. 

4) What is the importance of the setting of the play? Could Basking Ridge be considered 

similar to Laramie? Why or why not? 

5) What does the play say about the role of religion in Laraniie? In the United States? 

Provide one example of textual evidence. 

6) What does the play say about the role of education and the university in Laramie? In 

the United States? Provide one example of textual evidence. 
...··e ......._
 

7)	 What is the significance of the "journal entries" in the play? How do they contribute to 

the play's structure as a "Play of Memories"? 

8)	 What assumptions do people outside of Laramie make about the community? How is 

this expressed throughout the play? WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 

UNDERSTANDING LARAMIE, WYOMING? 

9)	 What does the play say about Laramie? About Wyoming? About the West? About the 

United States? 

10) Why do you think that you are reading this play in Contemporary Literature? How can 

understanding the themes involved in the life and death of Matthew Shepard guide you 

as you leave Ridge High School and pursue your higher education efforts? 



--------------- ----Name: Period: 

Socratic Seminar Rubric Tally Sheet 
11le Laramie Project 

1) What did this student do well? 

2) What should this student improve upon for future Socratic seminars? 

3) Grade: ABC D E (Use Socratic Seminar Rubric from your notes) 

Name: Period:. _ 

Socratic Seminar Rubric Tally Sheet, 
11le Laramie Pro.1ecf 

1) What did this student do well? 

2) What should this s~dent improve upon for future Socratic Seminars? 

3) Grade: ABC D E (Use Socratic Seminar Rubric from your notes) 
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The Laramie Project 
Final Assessment Project 

~'~'" 
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. Laramie 
~'~, ~ PROJECT 

~ BY IIOISB KAUFMAN--_..--_..... 
" 

. --.....-­--..-­.._......... 
As you viewed and read The Laramie Project, you were exposed to the voices of 
over hundreds of people within the Laramie community. Each IJvoice" brought 
about new perspectives and a different side to what actually happened to Matthew 
Shepard. The production of The Laramie Project received criticism, both good and 
bad, while it was performed nationally. How would Basking Ridge have 
reviewed a production of the play? How would cities nationwide respond to this 
production? IT WILL BE YOUR JOB TO FIGURE IT OUT! 

1)	 You will be divided into six small groups and assigned a liberal or conservative 
city in the United States: 

o	 Miami, Florida; 
o	 New York, New York; 
o	 Los Angeles, California; 
o	 Provo, Utah; 
o	 Lancaster, Pennsylvania; 
o Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
 

2) You and your group will research the following about your city:
 
o	 Demographics 
o Dominant religion
 
DRace
 
o	 Ethnicity 
o	 Education levels of the citizens 
o	 Socio-economic status 
o	 Political affiliation 

3)	 Aside from researching your assigned city, you will need to find the above 
information about Basking Ridge. Provide evidence of all research by printing 
out and annotating/highlighting each article (to be submitted the-d~y of your 
presentation). 

4)	 You will conduct a comparative analysis between the two cities (Basking Ridge 
and your assigned city). This will include developing a hypothesis about how 
each city would respond to a production of The Laramie Project. Would they 
respond' positively or negatively? 

5)	 Your hypothesis will stem from your research ­
D Which factors most likely contribute to the response ofthe citizens? 
CJ The religious views? 
o	 The political affiliation? 
o	 The dominant race? 
o	 Be sure to include ALL contributing factors into your analysis. 



6)	 You will put together a poster that represents the requirements listed above
 
about your comparative analysis.
 

7)	 You will also be responsible for a 1-2 page comparative analysis paper about
 
your assigned city and Basking Ridge. In order to receive the highest score
 
possible, anticipate providing an answer to the questions listed in # 5 in your
 
paper. This paper will be submitted the day of your presentation.
 

8)	 Your presentation WILL NOT merely be your group members reading off of 
your paper, but rather it will be an analytic response to how different aspects of a 
community (religion, socioeconomic status, etc) shape cultural perspective on a 
particular subject matter - in this case homosexuality. 

9)	 You will lastly need to provide me with a detailed list of the responsibilities given to each 
group member during Thursday and Friday's project creation days. Delegating 
responsibility is necessary and will delineate the varying grades among your group 
members. 

10) Refer to the criteria sheet for grading. 

-.............. .."""
 



Wyo. town reflects 10 years after Shepard's murder 

By BOB MOEN, Associated Press Writer Sat (Jet 1 'I: 6:00 A~\J~ ET 

LARAMIE, Wyo. - A decade after a gay college student was beaten, tied to a fence and left for 
dead, many in this small college town are still stF1Jggling with the aftermath of a crime that 
triggered nationwide sympathy and brought a re-examination of attitudes toward gays. 

Ten years ago, 21-year-old Matthew Shepard died after being beaten and left in the cold by
 
two men he met in a bar. Residents were shaken by the brutality of the crime, and the media
 
descended on the town trying to explain why it happened.
 

Today, residents lament Shepard's death but insist it doesn't define Laramie or its people. 

lilt's not representative of Laramie, of Wyoming or the West," said Melodie Edwards, who owns a 
downtown bookstore. 
'We have the same problems here that exist everywhere in the country - racism, sexism, 
homophobia all exist," said Jim Osborn, a University of Wyoming employee who is gay. "But I 
think that most people in Laramie are decent, friendly people who understand that while you 
might not like somebody, and you even have the right to hate somebody, you don't have the right 
to hurt somebody because of that" 

Nestled in a valley between two mountain ranges, Laramie has a population of about 27,000, 
including roughly 10,000 students at the university: 

lilt's as close to small-town, rural America as you can get and still have a comprehensive 
university," said University of Wyoming President Tom Buchanan, who grew up in New York and 
moved to Wyoming more than 30 years ago. . 

There was a gay community here in the fall of 1998 when Shepard enrolled at the university. He 
joined its Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered Association, a student group with about50 
members. 

Shepard died Oct. 12, five days after his 5-foot-2, 105-pound body was found lashed to the lonely 
fence outside town. He was beaten so severely - his skull was fractured in six places - that the 
bicyclist who saw him initially thought he was a scarecrow lying on the ground. 

The two men who killed him are serving life sentences in prison. 
Residents disagree whether Shepard's death was a hate crime, a drug-induced robbery that went 
too far or both. Prosecutors' cases included evidence with elements of robbery, drugs and hate 
against gays, but the court only determined that the men were guilty of murder and not why they 
killed Shepard. 

Whatever the case, life in Laramie changed. 



"One of the things that the Matthew Shepard murder did was it reminded all of us, and it 
continues to remind all of us, that there is no place that is immune from random acts of senseless 
violence that plague our country, our society," Buchanan said. 

Laramie was thrust into the national spotlight by media attracted by the murder of a young gay 
college student in a small Western town. It also produced an outpouring of films, books and plays. 

"A lot of the coverage I believe really capitalized on the mythos of the West," said Osborn, who 
was chairman of the student gay group when Shepard joined and now works for the university's 
diversity and equal employment opportunity office. "It was phrases like "He was a different kind of 
cowboy.' Matt wasn't a cowboy!" 

Some of the coverage attempted to blame Laramie for somehow creating the murderers. Osborn 
recalled seeing one TV report quoting a local man at a bar as saying gay people should expect to 
be attacked in Wyoming. 

"The crime of two people was presented as a crime of the city," Mayor Klaus Hanson said. 

Residents say prejudice against gays in Laramie is no different from anywhere else. 

"I think people are pretty laissez-faire out here, pretty independent, a pretty accepting state," said 
Jeff Figg, a retired businessman who moved here six years ago. "This is a much more 
enlightened area, the exact opposite of what the press portrayed it." 

Beth Loffreda, a UW English professor who wrote a book about residents' response to the 
murder, said that even though Wyoming lawmakers have declined to pass a hate crime law she 
has noticed a change in how residents treat gays. 

"I think it's a little better here for gay and lesbian people than it was 10 years ago," she said. 

There wasn't much in the way of publicly marking the 1O-year anniversary of Shepard's death. A 
week ago, the university dedicated a bench that had been donated by a foundation set up by 
Shepard's parents to help support gay youths. 

Osborn, Buchanan and others say the best way to honor Shepard is by treating ga-ys.·as they 
would heterosexual people. 

'We have realized in the most painful way that we cannot take tolerance and respect for granted," 
Buchanan said at the bench dedication ceremony. "Instead we must make it an explicit part of our 
mission even when this posture exposes students, parents, community members and our leaders 
to ideas and concepts that challenge ingrained ways of thinking." 


