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The Faculty Senate applauds the administration for seeking input on the Facilities Master Plan from the College community at its recent forums.  We see two broad related issues of special concern to faculty:





1.  The Plan’s timing calls for a three-year period following demolition of the Forcina wing in which the College will have only three large tiered lecture halls: the Music Building Concert Hall (seating 320), the Library Auditorium (105) and Science Complex P-101 (85).  We anticipate that the campus community will suffer from the loss of the three large tiered halls in Forcina: Forcina 130 (seating 83), Forcina 132 (150) and Forcina 134 (360).  Renovating the Holman lecture hall would help, and we urge that renovation of the Holman lecture hall be completed before the Forcina Halls are closed.  However, this will not completely resolve the problem.





2.  We are concerned about the overall lack of mid- and large-sized tiered lecture halls in the Plan.  We recognize the College’s commitment to small class sizes.  Nevertheless, we believe that the Plan’s lack of lecture halls or classrooms with 60-300 seats is short-sighted and limits academic and co-curricular opportunities.  





Academic Opportunities: Several departments currently find that lectures of 48-60 students, supplemented by smaller discussion sections, are pedagogically effective.  It currently is difficult to schedule these sections because of a shortage of adequate classrooms or lecture spaces of this size.  At some future date, other departments and programs might well decide that larger lectures make sense for particular courses and could help reduce reliance on adjuncts.  The Plan should accommodate current practices by including classrooms with at least 60 seats and also should allow for flexibility in the future by planning for mid- to large-sized tiered lecture halls. Classrooms and lecture halls with 60-300 seats would also allow for massed final exams, which are crucial for courses such as introductory modern languages.  





Co-Curricular Opportunities: Lecture halls with 60-300 seats would increase opportunities for campus programming, including guest lectures sponsored by academic departments and programs, and also would enable the College to host academic conferences, which are now extremely difficult to schedule because of space limitations.


 


To take only one recent example of the need for large tiered lecture halls: the Faculty Senate’s first Colloquium for Faculty Research, featuring Professor Alan Waterman, was held this semester in the Library Auditorium, which seats 105.  The space was significantly too small for the crowd; at least two dozen people had to stand in the back.  The Senate plans to hold one Colloquium every semester for the foreseeable future, and we expect that around 150 people will regularly attend.  Given the difficulty in reserving the Music Concert Hall, we will likely be forced to hold future events in Forcina 134, which is an overly large and rather dismal space.  When the Forcina wing is demolished, our choices will be extremely limited.  





We ask that the Facilities Planning group also consider changing policy regarding Brower Student Center so that Student Center spaces could be used for academic purposes without charging academic departments or programs.  Finally, we want to emphasize that no changes to the Master Plan should delay the urgently needed replacement of Forcina Hall.  





We ask Vice-President Heuring to meet with a group of Faculty Senate representatives in order to discuss our concerns. We also ask for additional future opportunities for faculty and academic deans from every School to provide comprehensive, integrated academic input into facilities planning.  








