Department of Philosophy and Religion





page 2

Application for the Mildred Dahne Award

Department of Philosophy and Religion

School of Culture and Society


The Department of Philosophy and Religion, although small, has compiled a record of achievement that we believe qualifies it for the Mildred Dahne Award. Currently, the Department of Philosophy and Religion consists of six full time faculty members: Dr. Richard Kamber, Professor and Chair, Dr. Pierre LeMorvan, Assistant Professor, Dr. Consuelo Preti, Associate Professor, Dr. Melinda Roberts, Associate Professor, Dr. John Sisko, Assistant Professor, and Dr. Morton Winston, Professor. We would also like to include in our department application two recently retired Emeriti Professors, Dr. Allan Gotthelf and Dr. Roy Clouser who continue to be active in the life of the department Although we are proud of our accomplishments in all six areas, in this application we wish to highlight our department’s strengths in the areas of Department Impact, Academic Excellence, and Service to the Profession. We also wish to discuss several ideas we have about how we would use the award should we receive it.

Departmental Impact

Despite its size, the Department of Philosophy and Religion has had a major impact on the TCNJ curriculum, the larger TCNJ community, and the community at large, broadly defined. 

· In addition to housing the philosophy major and minor programs, the Department of Philosophy and Religion also is responsible for scheduling and staffing courses in Religion and Classical Studies. The Classics Program was created under the leadership of Dr. Gotthelf and expanded into a self-sustaining program under the leadership of Dr. Kamber.
· Dr. Kamber led the College’s Committee on Academic Programs in developing the governance proposals for Transformation of Faculty and Student Work and A New Design for Liberal Learning.  An innovative feature of the latter is the option of interdisciplinary concentrations to satisfy the liberal learning breadth requirement.  To help transform this concept into a reality, Dr. Kamber has worked with faculty members across campus to develop and gain GEAC approval for specific concentrations.  To date, eleven have been approved and four more are under development.  Four of the approved concentrations depend heavily on the active involvement of Faculty Sponsors from our department and the inclusion of philosophy course. These four are: Law and Society, Religious Studies, Environmental Studies, and Cognitive Studies.

· Dr. Roberts created the concentration in Law and Philosophy and serves, along with Dr. Fair, as the faculty advisor to the Pre-Law Program. In spring 2005 she organized a learning community on the theme “Does Equality Matter?” that involved three linked courses and a series of outside speakers.
· Every member of our department regularly teaches honors courses in the college’s general honors program, and we also offer two departmental honors courses.

· For many years every student at TCNJ was required to take at least one General Education Course from our department. Dr. Kamber led the development of Humanities: Ideas and Ideals and Athens to New York and taught sections of both courses. Dr. Winston led the development of the Society, Ethics, and Technology course, and taught sections of it from 1992-2003.

· In fall 2004, department faculty taught 10% of all First Year Seminars. The department is committed to continuing its substantial contribution to this important program. 

· Dr. Winston was awarded an external grant from the Fulbright Association to develop a new course for the college’s International Studies Program, to contribute to a similar course at Mahidol University in Bangkok Thailand. He negotiated a student exchange agreement between TCNJ and Mahidol. 

· Members of the faculty have served on several school and college committees and taskforces including: Committee on Academic Programs, SOSA, Culture and Society Curriculum Committee, Faculty Senate, Honors Advisory Committee, and the Taskforce on Honors and Scholars.

· Dr. Roberts and Dr. Winston both serve on the steering committee for the Center for the Study of Social Justice and both have organized campus conferences and learning communities under its auspices. Dr. Winston is slated to take over as Director of the Center for the Study of Social Justice in fall 2005.

· Department faculty members have served as advisors to several student organizations including the Philosophical Society, the Ayn Rand Society, and the campus chapter of Amnesty International.

· Dr. Winston has received two Fulbright Scholarships, to South Africa (1992) and to Thailand (1999), and has taught courses or lectured on human rights topics at universities in Africa, Europe, and Asia.

· Several of our faculty members have been actively involved in various forms of community service and volunteer leadership.  Dr. Kamber served two terms as Treasurer of the New Jersey Council for the Humanities and has been a board  member of The Association of Core Texts and Courses for ten years. Dr. Winston has served a Chair of the Board of Directors of Amnesty International USA, as Chair of the Standing Committee on Organization and Development of Amnesty International worldwide, and as a member of the Advisory Board of Social Accountability International.
· In connection with his First Year Seminar on Human Rights, Dr. Winston involved his students in a community-based learning experience in which TCNJ students tutored fourth and fifth grade students at the International Charter School in Trenton, NJ, on human rights concepts. The Charter School students presented their work at a special Human Rights Day event on the TCNJ campus on December 10, 2004.

· Several of our graduates have been admitted to some of the best graduate schools in philosophy, e.g., Brown and the University of Pittsburgh.

Academic Excellence


The bedrock on which our department rests is its scholarly research. Despite its small size, the Department of Philosophy and Religion has amassed an enviable publication record both in its quality and quantity. Counting the contributions of the current six full time members of the department and the two recently retired emeriti since 1995 we have published: 9 single-authored books, 2  edited or co-edited anthologies, 49  full-length, single authored, refereed journal articles, 20  full length single-authored book chapters, 59 juried conference presentations, 74 invited presentations, and 23 book reviews. (See Exhibit A – Scholarly Output 1995-2005).

Each of our faculty members is recognized nationally and in some cases internationally as a leading expert in her or his field. Dr. Gotthelf is the world’s foremost authority on Aristotle’s biological works-- recently an international conference, attended by over 50 scholars, was held at the University of Pittsburgh to celebrate Dr. Gotthelf's contributions to classical philosophy and science; Dr. Clouser, is recognized nationally as a leading Christian philosopher who has received a Course Award in Science and Religion from the Templeton Foundation; Dr. Kamber is widely known for his work in aesthetics and existentialism; Dr. Roberts is recognized nationally as a leading scholar in the field of consequentialist ethics; Dr. Winston is recognized internationally as a expert on human rights; Dr. Preti is widely recognized for her work on the history of analytic philosophy, Dr. LeMorvan has a reputation as a up-and-coming epistemologist, and Dr. Sisko is widely admired for his work in the history of ancient and medieval philosophy.

The journals in which our faculty publish are often the most selective and prestigious journals in their respective fields. Dr. Kamber has placed articles in the British Journal of Aesthetics, Philosophy and Literature, Modern Language Notes,  Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Res Publica, Liberal Education, Journal of Education, The Chronicle of Higher Education and others; Dr. LeMorvan has placed articles in Metaphilosophy, Erkenntnis, Journal of Medical Ethics, Journal of Philosophical Research, British Journal for the History of Philosophy, Philosophy of Science and American Philosophical Quarterly; Dr. Preti has had articles in The Philosophical Forum, Philosophical Studies, and ProtoSociology; Dr. Roberts has published in Ethics, Law and Philosophy ,Theory and Decision, and Journal of Applied Philosophy; Dr. Sisko has published in Mind, Phronesis, Oxford Studies in Ancient Philosophy, Apeiron, Achiv fur Geshichete der Philosophie and Classical Quarterly, and Dr. Winston has had articles in The Hastings Center Report, Health and Human Rights, Cognitive Science, Public Affairs Quarterly, Ethics and International Affairs, Human Rights Quarterly and the Journal of Human Rights. Our Emeriti Professors have placed their work in leading journals such as Critica, Philosophia Reformata, Pro Rege, Philosophical Studies, and the Journal of the History of Biology.  

Service to the Profession

· Dr. Gotthelf is the Chair of the Ayn Rand Society.

· Dr. Clouser serves on the Board of the Dooyeweerd Foundation for Christian Philosophy
· Dr. LeMorvan serves as referee for Erkenntnis and for Synthese. 

· Dr, Sisko is a referee for Ancient Philosophy.
· Dr. Preti serves as a referee for Journal of Philosophical Research and Mind. 
· Dr. Kamber serves as a board member of the Association of Core Texts and Courses.  He has served as a referee for Holocaust and Genocide Studies and the University of Chicago Press.
· Dr. Roberts is a referee for Ethics, Oxford University Press, and the Encyclopedia of Applied Ethics. She is a member of the New Jersey State Bar Association, the Advisory Board of Women’s Research and Education Institute (WREI), and is on the Executive Board of Society for Philosophy and Public Affairs.
· Dr. Winston serves as a member of the editorial review boards of the two leading journals in the field of human rights: Human Rights Quarterly and the Journal of Human Rights. He is also a book reviewer for the Journal of Genocide Research, Ethics and International Affairs, and Human Rights Review. Since 2001 he has served as a member of the American Philosophical Association’s Committee on International Cooperation. 
How We Would Use the Mildred Dahne Award

As our application demonstrates, the Department of Philosophy and Religion has been taking a leading role in promoting interdisciplinary programs and activities at TCNJ. Should we receive the Mildred Dahne award we intend to use it to sponsor course development, speakers, conferences, and projects that emphasize interdisciplinary studies, with special, but not exclusive, emphasis on applied ethics. We would, for instance, continue to support the programs of the Center for the Study of Social Justice, Classical Studies, and Women and Gender Studies. We might also use these funds to promote biomedical ethics, religious studies, environmental studies, and cognitive studies, for instance, by organizing semester-long learning communities that focus attention on important contemporary issues from a variety of perspectives involving faculty and students from several disciplines. In sum, should we receive the award, we would use it primarily to enhance our department’s leadership in interdisciplinary cooperation.
Exhibit A – Scholarly Output (1995-2005)
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