Globalization and its consequences.

INT 498 Spring 2011
Tuesdays and Friday 12:30-1:50 in SSB 241
Brian Potter, Associate Professor

potter@tcnj.edu  609-771-3075

Office hours: T/F 9:00-10:00 and 11:30-12:30 in SSB 219C.

This seminar will build on your previous multidisciplinary coursework in international studies to study and write on the effects of globalization.    The purpose of the seminar is to create a publishable paper that reflects the interests and talents you have pursued as an International Studies major.  The seminar can accommodate students' different types of research interests and topics while keeping discussion centered on one general field of inquiry, thereby facilitating panel discussions and helpful criticism among students.  

The course fulfills the following International Studies Learning Goals:  

· Benefit from a truly interdisciplinary approach;

· View human problems in their global context

· Acquire critical thinking and writing skills;

· Preparation for graduate study;

· Preparation for jobs in the public or private sector.

Learning objectives and requirements.

Writing a polished multidisciplinary paper and participating in seminar discussion are the two most important learning activities of the class.  These two objectives are complimentary.   Students should use the discussion of the readings in the first half of the semester to clarify theoretical concepts and their applications while looking for an appropriate topic.  The panel discussions of the second half give each student suggestions and critiques of the research proposal, draft and final presentation.  Students with more progress on their own written research will offer more valuable comments on their areas of expertise.

Readings for the first half of the class generate discussion and potential paper topics about globalization.  All readings are available online (parenthetical notes show what database to use or if they are on SOCS).  We may add reading assignments during the semester.  In addition to the assignments listed above, students are required to keep up with current events through frequent reading of a major newspaper (i.e. New York Times, Wall Street Journal) or weekly news magazine (viz. The Economist).

Finding an appropriate and manageable topic is the first step in the research process.  Try to test ideas during the first weeks of the class.  Such discussions will be more efficient if you can quickly outline the theme, methodologies, central argument and some empirical support for your case.  Include these items in a written exploration of three possible paper topics, each topic limited to a one-page, double-spaced explanation, due 2/12.  

Based on further research and input from others choose the most viable and important topic to present to class.  You will have roughly fifteen minutes to present and receive comments on your proposal, so make your comments brief.  A four-page research proposal is due within 48 hours after the presentation and should include revisions made in response to the wise use of your presentation time, in addition to the organization of the paper and key sources.  You are advised to work on this project over the Spring break.

You are required to meet with me at least once during March 16 to 26.  This meeting should be used to address any problems in topic, methodology or research needs that would hinder your ability to solicit a finished and polished draft by March 26.  Meetings during April 9 to 16th are optional.

The draft should be complete and polished enough to warrant the time of your colleagues.  A roughly 20-page draft needs to be posted to SOCS by Friday March 26 at 5:00 pm.  This should be in a Microsoft Word file or other widely used application.  Prior to your 15-minute presentation, your colleagues will give you (with a copy to the instructor) a hard copy of written comments on the draft.  As well, they will make suggestions and critiques during your presentation.  Your final paper and presentation should incorporate all reasonable suggestions from your colleagues.

Commenting on the drafts of your colleagues will take considerable time, so schedule accordingly (March 16 to 26).  Each member of the class will have to read and comment on the draft of every student of the class.  Your written and verbal comments at this stage form an important part of your grade.  Moreover, the purpose of a seminar is to facilitate recurring interaction among students to improve each project.  While you are expected to make verbal comments during the proposal and final presentation stages, written and verbal comments at the draft stage are most important.

The last three sessions (April 19 to 26) are dedicated to panel presentations of your work.  Presenters will be grouped according to topic or methods to compare and contrast their research.  Each student will present their project in a visual format (i.e. Powerpoint) in a ten-minute presentation. The presentation should remind the audience of your puzzle, thesis and methods, as well as improvements made since the presentation of the draft.   Colleagues will continue their suggestions for your paper to make it ready for the final task of dissemination.

The final paper, due April 29, should reflect comments from the draft presentation, the class presentation and additional research and polishing.  Additionally, the work should be presented in its final format, meaning that in the form that it will be used for publication, use in a graduate school application, as a Celebration of Student Achievement presentation, etc.  Students are required to disseminate either their written work or their presentation through outlets like the Celebration of Student Achievement, submission to TCNJ Journal of Student Scholarship, submission to an undergraduate academic journal or other outlets.

The course grade will be calculated on the following weights:

	Assignment
	Date due
	Weight

	Discussion of topics, drafts, final work
	Every meeting
	15%

	A1: Three short topics
	February 11
	5%

	A2: Verbal and written research proposal
	24 hours after presentation
	10%

	A3: Polished draft posted to SOCS 
	March 23
	25%

	A4: Final paper
	April 29
	25%

	A5: Presentation
	4/19-4/26
	10%

	A6: Dissemination of paper
	April 29 or by arrangement
	10%



Late papers will be penalized one-half grade per day (ie. from a B+ to a B the first day, to a B- the second day).  Incompletes will only be offered in cases of extreme hardship, presented in writing before the final exam.  This rule will be strictly enforced.

The distribution of grades varies greatly from class to class and thus the grades given in past semesters do not serve as good predictors of what will happen this semester.  Grades are earned by the student, not given by the instructor.  The following descriptions offer expectations for how student performance will be assessed.  

· Grades of A or A- are marks of excellence.  To earn an A or A- a student has to complete all assignments on time and attend and participate in all, or virtually all, class sessions.  In addition, a student has to rise above the basic expectations of each assignment, give greater effort to all work and display a passion for learning.  An A grade is a special mark that demonstrates not only considerable time invested outside of class but also mastery of the material.

· Grades of B+, B and B- indicate work that is good but not outstanding.  To earn such a grade, a student must complete all assignments well and on time as well as attend and participate in most class sessions.  Students earning grades in this range occasionally, but not consistently, distinguish themselves on graded assignments.

· Grades in the C+ through F range indicate shortcomings in one or more components of the course.  Merely showing up and turning in the minimum assigned work typically earns a C-range grade.  Missing work and poor participation can result in lesser grades.  Students earning grades in this range need to reconsider their academic strategy.

Absences, excused or not, hinder student performance.  Students with frequent absences will receive a failing grade.  The College’s official attendance policy can be found at: http://www.tcnj.edu/~recreg/policies/attendance.html
Text messaging, phone interruptions and frequent excusals during class are rude.  If you have a condition that might be disruptive to the class, please discuss it with me in advance.  To avoid discouraging discussion, no recording devices are allowed in class.  

Academic integrity.

This course follows the requirements and penalties of the Academic Integrity Policy found in the Undergraduate Bulletin.  All work turned in must be your own or otherwise cited properly.  Any suspected violations will be referred to the appropriate Academic Integrity Officer.  For more information, see http://www.tcnj.edu/~academic/policy/integrity.html  If you have questions about academic honesty, please ask me.

Differing abilities (ADA).


Students with disabilities are encouraged to discuss with the professor early in the course any needed accommodations approved by the Office for Differing Abilities Services.  For more information see http://www.tcnj.edu/~affirm/ada.html
Languages Across the Curriculum.

A quarter unit (one credit) Languages Across the Curriculum independent study may be added to this course for those students who have intermediate level proficiency in another language and who wish to complement the work in this course by utilizing their language skills. Please visit the LAC website at http://internationalstudies.intrasun.tcnj.edu or contact me for more information. Students must meet with me to enroll in the LAC independent study by Wednesday, Jan. 26.

Weekly topics and tasks.

Topic I. Defining and comparing globalization (1/18-1/21).

Naim, Moises.  2009.  “Globalization,” Foreign Policy 171: 28-30, 32, 34. (WilsonOmniFile);
Lewis, Martin W. 2000. “Global Ignorance,” Geographical Review 90, 4: 603-628 (JSTOR);

Nayyar, D. 2006. “Globalisation, history and development: a tale of two centuries,” Cambridge Journal of Economics 30, 1: 137-59 (WilsonOmni);
A. T. Kearny. 2006. “The Globalization Index,” Foreign Policy 157: 74-81 (WilsonOmni);
Geddes, Barbara. 1990. "How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get: Selection Bias in Comparative Politics," Political Analysis 2: 131-50 (on SOCS)
Topic II. Globalization’s impact on equality, gender and labor (1/25-1/28)

Scott, B. R.  2001. “The great divide in the global village,” Foreign Affairs 80, 1: 160-77 (Wilson);
Wade, Robert H. 2004. “Is Globalization Reducing Poverty and Inequality?” World Development 32, 4, April 2004: 567-589 (ScienceDirect);

Wade, Robert H. 2007. “Review: States and Development: The Long View in Time and Space,” Contemporary Sociology 36, 4: 309-313.  (Stable JSTOR URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/20443831);
Gray, Mark, Miki Caul Kittilson and Wayne Sandholtz. 2006. “Women and Globalization: A Study of 180 Countries, 1975-2000.” International Organization 60, 2: 293-333 (BusinessSourcePremier/EBSCO);
Jaggar, Alinson M. 2001. “Is Globalization Good for Women?” Comparative Literature 53, 4: 298-314 (JSTOR);
Freeman, Richard B. 1995. “Are Your Wages Set in Beijing?” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 9, 3: 15-32 (JSTOR);

Freeman, Richard B.  2006.  “People Flows in Globalization,” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 20, 2: 145-170.  (Stable JSTOR URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/30033654);
Topic III. How does globalization change state institutions and obligations? (2/1-2/4)

Rodrik, Dani.  “How Far Will Economic Integration Go,” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 14, 1: 177-186.  (Stable JSTOR URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/2647061);
Kapstein, E. 2000. “Directions to Democracy,” World Link 13, 3: 42-5 (WilsonOmni);
Schwartzman, Kathleen. 1998. “Globalization and Democracy,” Annual Review of Sociology 24: 159-181 (JSTOR);

Bremmer, I. 2007. “The J Curve,” New Perspectives Quarterly 24, 1: 10-12 (WilsonOmni);
Rodrik, Dani. 1998. “Why Do More Open Economies Have Bigger Governments?” The Journal of Economic Perspectives 106, 5: 997-1032 (JSTOR);

Avelino, George, David S. Brown and Wendy Hunter. 2005. “The Effects of Capital Mobility, Trade Openness and Democracy on Social Spending in Latin America, 1980-1999,” American Journal of Political Science 49, 3: 625-641 (JSTOR);

Tilly, Charles. 1995. “Globalization Threatens Labor’s Rights.” International Labor and Working Class History 47: 1-23. (SOCS);

Wallerstein, Immanuel. 1995. “Response: Declining States, Declining Rights?” International Labor and Working Class History 47: 24-27. (SOCS).

Litvin, D. 2003. “Memo to the President,” Foreign Policy 139: 68-72 (WilsonOmni);

Topic IV. Globalization of violence (2/8-2/11).

Pape, Robert A.  2003.  “The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism,” American Political Science Review 97, 3: 343-361.  (JSTOR stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3117613);
McDonald, Patrick. 2004. “Peace through Trade or Free Trade?” The Journal of Conflict Resolution 48, 4: 547-572 (JSTOR);

Johnson, Chalmers. 2003. “The War Business,” Harper's 307: 53-8 (Wilson)
Bitzinger, Richard A. 1994. “The Globalization of the Arms Industry: The Next Proliferation Challenge,” International Security 19, 2: 170-198 (JSTOR);

Craft, Cassady and Joseph P. Smaldone. 2002. “The Arms Trade and the Incidence of Political Violence in Sub-Saharan Africa, 1967-97.” Journal of Peace Research 39, 6: 693-710 (JSTOR);

Farah, D., et. al. 2006. “The Merchant of Death,” Foreign Policy 157: 52-61 (Wilson);

Bergesen, Albert J. 2004. “International Terrorism and the World System,” Sociological Theory 22, 1: 38-52 (JSTOR);

Papachristos, A. V. 2005. “Gang World,” Foreign Policy 147: 48-55 (WilsonOmni);

Leeson, R. 2007. “Addicted to the Drug War,” Hoover Digest 1: 80-4 (WilsonOmni).

Assignment one: three one-page paper ideas due 2/11 at beginning of class.
Topic V: Is globalization sustainable? (2/15-2/18).
de Soysa, Indra and Eric Neumayer.  2005.  “False Prophet, or Genuine Savior? Assessing the Effects of Economic Openness on Sustainable Development, 1980-99,” International Organization 59, 3: 731-772.  (JSTOR stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/3877814);

Barry Eichengreen, Barry.  2009. “Bad Credit History,” Current History, Volume 108, 714: 014-19.  (EBSCO stable URL: http://ejournals.ebsco.com/direct.asp?ArticleID=490EBB4C124C7D0916CC);

Zakaria, F. The Future of American Power: How America Can Survive the Rise of the Rest. Foreign Affairs v. 87 no. 3 (May/June 2008) p. 18-43 (Wilson)
Naim, Moises. 2003. “The Five Wars of Globalization” Foreign Policy 134: 28-36 (WilsonOmni);
Assignment two: student presentation of research proposals (2/22, 2/25, 3/1, 3/4).

Spring Break (3/7-3/13).

Individual meetings with instructor (3/14-22)

Assignment three: finished and polished draft of paper must be posted to SOCS by Wednesday 3/23 at noon.

Assignment four: Panel comments on drafts (3/25, 3/29, 4/1, 4/5).

Individual meetings with instructor (4/6-4/15)

Assignment four: Project presentations (4/19, 4/22, 4/26).

Assignment five (final project): In consultation with instructor, submit your polished paper to an appropriate outlet for presentation or publication. 
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