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ABSTRACT
Nationwide Newspaper Coverage of Music Censorship:  

A Community Structure Approach

A nationwide study of music censorship compared hypotheses linking different city characteristics and nationwide newspaper coverage, using the “community structure” approach to research, as developed in nationwide studies by Pollock and others (1977, 1978, 1994-2002).  

A national cross section sample of 14 city newspapers was drawn using the Lexis-Nexis, Dialog Select, and Newsbank databases, sampling all articles 150 words or more in length between 1981 and 2001, resulting in 144 articles. The articles were then coded for both prominence and article direction (favorable, unfavorable, or neutral), then combined to calculate a single score “Media Vector” for each newspaper.  The scores ranged from 0.284 to -0.401, with positive scores favoring and negative scores opposing music censorship.    

Pearson Correlations linking city characteristics and Media Vectors supported both “stakeholder” and “violated buffer” hypotheses, falling into four clusters:  partisanship stakeholders (% Voting Democratic - r =-.518, p = .029, % Voting Republican - r = .621, p = .009); belief system stakeholders (devotional reading – r =.673 p = .004); lifecycle position stakeholders (families with children under 7 – r = .519 p = .029); and “violated buffer”, associating privilege with opposition to censorship (4 Years college – r = -.505 p = .033).  Regression analysis revealed that four variables account for 92% of the variance in newspaper coverage:  % Republican voters and % Democratic voters (accounting for 68% of the variance), number of FM Radio stations, and number of Music Dealers.
Introduction:

The issue of music censorship became particularly heated in 1981, when MTV began broadcasting “music videos” twenty-four hours a day.  It became especially important to parents, because the music network was targeting children and young adults as its main audience (Pollack, 1982, p.1).  “MTV's audience consists largely of those elusive 12- to 34-year- olds. Better still, 55 percent of MTV viewers are so-called network dropouts between 18 and 34 years old” (Salmans, 1983, p. 4).  

Artists argued that they were simply expressing their creative vision, and sometimes what they had to say might offend people.  Parents would counter by saying that there are other ways to express your feelings without resorting to “crude” lyrics and imagery.  In addition to the simple words, many parents were offended by the connotations of the music.  Some of the music introduced in this period had sexual connotations, with messages that countered what parents were trying to teach their children (McDougal, 1987).  “Ministers, parents and probation officers … [are] suggesting that irresponsible rockers are turning the nation's children into sociopathic adolescents” (McDougal, 1987).   

In this way, family values became a primary factor in the music censorship argument.  Should musicians consider their role as models of human behavior when writing lyrics or creating videos?  Or should musicians listen only to their own creative inner voice for guidance, and let society and the marketplace decide the value of their work?

This research project will focus on media coverage of the issues that have dominated the music censorship argument since the birth of MTV in 1981.  The study will examine newspaper articles over this twenty year period, exploring variations in coverage based on the expected link between city demographics and reporting on efforts at music censorship.  For example, researchers expect that cities with a high percentage of families with higher incomes or citizens with high education levels or professional occupations will be more likely to favor music censorship because the perceived danger of the lyrics would pose a threat to their established lifestyle.

Literature Review:


Music censorship is a topic that has sparked much controversial debate in the past. Music has come under fire by censorship supporters for being the precipitator of the deviance of youth and the ills off society.  Those opposed to censorship hold steadfast to the principles expressed in the First Amendment and the ideals of freedom of expression.    Much of the literature pertaining to music censorship is limited to pop culture publications such as Rolling Stone or Spin.  Despite their prompt coverage of newly arising stories in the censorship battle, these publications rarely delve into the crucial impact of censorship on society, or for that matter, society on censorship.


Studies found in psychological, sociological, and communication studies publications, although limited in number, prove to provide more pertinent information on the issue of music censorship.  This literature was accessed in both Psychological and Sociological Abstracts.  These studies are primarily focused on rap and heavy metal music and how society reacts to each genre’s content.

An article by Lynxwiller and Gay examines the extent to which different segments of the population like or are offended by rap and heavy metal music.  The study shows that parents are more likely to accept these types of music, while those who are married or hold more conservative attitudes toward sexuality are more likely to dislike the rap and heavy metal genres of the music industry (Lynxwiller and Gay, 2000).  

Researchers have also studied the predictability of society’s reaction to lyrical content of music.  McLeod, Eveland and Nathanson have found that the censorship of music may be linked to the “third person effect.”  The third person effect occurs when the target audience of something (e.g. rap or heavy metal lyrics) perceives that another portion of the population will be adversely affected by the source, and works to censor or shield that particular sector of the population from the adverse effects (McLeod, Eveland and Nathanson, 1997)..  

There have also been continued attempts to curb the effects of certain types of music, especially their lyrics, and some have been marginally successful.  The Parents Music Resource Center movement, founded by Susan Baker and supported by Tipper Gore and other federal government wives in the 1980s, fought and found success in getting record companies to put “parental advisory” labels on albums with “questionable content.”  This content could include foul language, sexual innuendo, or simply lyrics that advocated inappropriate behavior (Kelly 1985).  Now it seems that some parents have stepped up the battle for music labels, and are fighting for a universal media ratings system, similar to the movie and television ratings systems that are currently in place (Albiniak and McConnel, 2000).  This universal ratings system would apply to music, video games, and movies, and any other form of media that could be bought in a store, but not to television (Albiniak and McConnel, 2000).    


Unfortunately, an exhaustive search of countless databases including Communication Abstracts, CIOS, CommIndex, CommSearch, and Psych Info turned up no significant literature pertaining to media coverage of music censorship.  However, studies in other fields have found evidence that proves that specific city characteristics influence the amount and type of coverage on different issues.  In 1989, Payne, Ratzan, and Baukus found that there was a difference in the amount of coverage, headlines, topics, sources, and critical commentary among newspapers that covered the Harvard Medicare Project (Payne, Ratzan & Baukus, 1989).  This study proved that significant differences in newspaper coverage of health related issues do exist.  Similarly, Fico and Soffin examined newspaper coverage of health topics such as abortion.  These researchers “developed a content-based technique of assessing fairness and balance of newspaper coverage of controversial issues and applied it to 259 stories on 18 issues appearing in 18 newspapers during February 1991” (Fico & Soffin, 1995, p. 621).  The researchers found that newspaper stories “favored pro-choice sources by a wide margin” (Fico & Soffin, 1995, p. 627).  In effect, this study showed that newspapers do not always present issues in a balanced, objective fashion, but rather a bias may exist.


Similar variables that influence newspaper coverage of health issues have also been found to influence other issues.  In their study titled "Newspaper Coverage of the Supreme Court decision to halt the counting in Bush v Gore," Dino, Elia, Borrone, and Pollock found a correlation linking the percentage of college graduates, percentage of households with annual incomes over $100,000, and percentage of households attending cultural events to unfavorable newspaper coverage of the Supreme Court's decision to halt counting (Dino, Elia, Borrone, and Pollock, 2001).  These results are very intriguing and it will be interesting to see if the same types of patterns are present with newspaper coverage of music censorship.


It is clear that music censorship is a relevant issue in today's society.  Merely mentioning specific artist's names can result in a heated impromptu debate.  The severe lack of media coverage of the issue is reason enough to conduct this research.  Newspapers are agenda setters that citizens look to for consultation on countless issues.  Communications scholars must realize the importance of newspaper coverage on social issues such as music censorship.  This study looks to illustrate the importance of newspaper coverage by using the community structure approach to discover exactly what factors influence this coverage of music censorship in various cities.  

A Community Structure Approach:


The community structure approach is defined as “a form of quantitative content analysis that focuses on the ways in which key characteristics of communities (such as cities) are related to the content coverage of newspapers in those communities” (Frey, Botan, and Kreps, 2000, p. 238).  When applied to the topic of music censorship, this approach to research explores how society can affect newspaper coverage.  The community structure approach suggests that variations in newspaper coverage can be linked to variations in city characteristics (For a description of the community structure approach and its uses, see Frey, Botan & Kreps, 2000, pp. 238-239.).  Since music censorship is a broad and widely discussed issue, it can be reasonably assumed that there will be ample newspaper coverage of the topic.  The coverage can be analyzed to measure how differences in city characteristics and demographics can be linked to variations in newspaper coverage.  


The community structure approach builds on the work of Tichener, Donahue and Olien (1973, 1980) and  Demers in Minnesota (1996a, 1996b), and Pollock and others throughout the nation (1978, 1995-1996, 1999-2002).  Today, this approach includes many different propositions that have developed from previous studies concerning the effects of city characteristics on newspaper coverage of political and social change (Pollock and Yulis, 1999).  One study analyzing the Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill hearings, found that “the higher the percentage of city residents who are well educated (at least having a college degree), or work in professional occupations, the more favorable the reporting on Hill” (Pollock & Killeen, 1995).  Another similarly based study compared city characteristics and the newspaper coverage of Magic Johnson’s HIV positive announcement (Pollock, Awrachow & Kuntz, 1994).  This study found that the higher the percentage of individuals with college degrees, in professional occupations, or enrolled in health and fitness centers, the less favorable the coverage of the announcement.  Each of these results emphasizes the importance of the community structure approach in studying media coverage of important events.  


The community structure approach also focuses significantly on the “antecedents” of newspaper content, a topic which, in the past, has received relatively little attention in the scholarly communication studies or journalism literature (Riffe, Fico & Lacy, 1998, pp. 8-10).   Newspapers offer a significant and interesting medium, because newspaper reporting often reflects a particular narrative frame, and is not objective (Pollock, Dudzak, et al., 2000).  Newspapers instead serve at least two main purposes.  Newspapers are, first and foremost, a money making business, selling and marketing a product for profit (Pollock, Awrachow, and Kuntz, 1994).  Newspapers also serve as community organizations, in that they announce, distribute, and discuss community concerns over certain issues (Pollock and Killeen, 1995; Pollock, Dudzak, et al, 2000, Pollock, Awrachow and Kuntz, 1994; Tichenor, Donohue, and Olien, 1980). 


Scholarly literature discussing the community structure approach has suggested that mass media, including radio, television and newspapers, can be used as a means of social control for certain powerful institutions and value systems (Demers & Viswanath, 1999, p. 419).  However, mass media have also increasingly reported the concerns of articulate interest groups, such as blue collar workers, the elderly, and minorities, who, through their social involvement, have influenced the outcome of highly controversial issues (Demers & Viswanath, 1999, p. 419).  By recognizing the many factors that contribute to reporting on social and political issues, this study will help map the relationship between city characteristics and newspaper coverage of music censorship.  

Hypotheses:


Fifteen hypotheses fall under these four main clusters:  violated buffer, vulnerability, media access, and stakeholders.  These hypotheses consider the direction of the newspaper coverage, where “favorable” coverage would promote music censorship, and “unfavorable” coverage would oppose any censorship.  

Violated Buffer:


The violated buffer hypothesis, developed by Pollock and others, suggests that cities with a higher relative privilege will be more likely to have unfavorable coverage of any biological threats or threats to their established way of life (Frey, Botan and Kreps 2000, p. 238).  In their numerous studies, Pollock and other authors used income, education and profession as measures of privilege in each city.  For music censorship, the violated buffer hypothesis would suggest that cities with relative privilege would manifest unfavorable coverage, because censorship would pose a threat to an established lifestyle.  In the specific area of music censorship, for the relatively privileged, who have many choices due to educational, income and occupational advantage, censorship of music would violate the First Amendment rights of musicians.  In addition, censorship of music would violate the right to choose what to listen to, and government control may be considered too unacceptable.  Caamano, Virgilio, Lindstrom and Pollock found evidence of the violated buffer hypothesis in their study of coverage of the FDA regulation of tobacco (2001); Pollock, Shellengerger and others found evidence supporting the violated buffer hypothesis in a study of gun control (2001).   Similarly, Pollock, Nisi and others found evidence of this hypothesis in their study of the efforts to ban tobacco advertising towards children.  Relatively privileged cities were likely to have less favorable coverage (1999).  It is believed that a similar “violated buffer” response will be found in this case.  Therefore:

H1: The higher the percentage of families with incomes over $100,000 in a city, the less 

      favorable the coverage of music censorship.

H2:  The higher the percentage with at least four years of college education in 

      a city, the less favorable the coverage of music censorship.

H3:  The higher the percentage with professional or technical occupations in a city, the  

        less favorable the coverage of music censorship.
Media Access:


The size of a city may have an impact on the availability of different kinds of media in that city.  It is more likely that a larger city will have a much greater quantity of available media than a smaller city, and that these media will be more likely to display a variety of opinions (Tichenor, et al., 1973, 1980).  Furthermore, Emanuel and Cecille Gaziano published a study supporting the idea that communities able to acquire more information from media will be more likely to have some impact when either advocating change or challenging elite groups (Gaziano & Gaziano, 1999).  In the case of music censorship, people living in cities with a greater amount of access to media are generally assumed more likely to favor musicians exercising their right to freedom of speech, and therefore be less in favor of music censorship.  

Newspaper Circulation 


Newspaper circulation plays a critical role in the access that a city’s population has to information and to the expression of a variety of opinions.  It has been found, in a study of the newspaper coverage of Ryan White, a young boy afflicted with the AIDS virus, that cities with a higher newspaper circulation were more likely to be in favor of those making human rights claims (Pollock, McNeil, Pizzatello & Hall 1996).  Freedom of expression is generally considered a human right, and the censoring of music can be a violation of that right.  Therefore:

H4:  The larger the newspaper circulation in a city, the less favorable the coverage of 

        music censorship.  

Cable Access:


Television is a medium that is especially varied, as there are many different channels to provide differing viewpoints. Because there are a great many more channels to be used as an outlet for ideas, cable stations in particular are more likely to provide multiple viewpoints.  Atkin and LaRose have found that over sixty percent of cable stations have at least one community access channel, and that these channels will be viewed by one in six regular cable subscribers (Atkin & LaRose 1991).  Because of the substantial number of viewpoints expressed by many different cable stations, it is likely that larger numbers of cable stations will be associated with favorable coverage of First Amendment issues.  Therefore:
H5:  The higher the number of cable stations in a city, the less favorable the coverage of music censorship.  

AM Radio Stations


The Federal Communications Commission reports that talk radio is the dominant format of AM radio stations (www.fcc.gov).  AM Radio station listeners are likely to display a lower confidence in governmental institutions, as shown by some studies examining talk radio and audience perceptions of the presidency, and the negative depiction of political and government institutions, such as the military (Owen 1997; Pfau et al, 1998).  Newspaper coverage that generally resists political and social change has been linked to the number of AM radio stations in a city in studies examining newspaper coverage of gun control legislation post-Columbine, and the Patient’s Bill of Rights (Pollock, Shellenberger & Fagerty, 2000; Pollock & Castillo, 2000).  Since most music in the public sphere depicts more liberal views than those frequently expressed on AM talk radio stations, it is likely that there will be a correlation between the number of such stations in the city and coverage favoring censorship in that city.  Therefore:

H6:  The higher the number of AM radio stations in a city, the more favorable the 

       coverage of music censorship.  
FM Radio Stations

Conversely, the presence of FM radio stations in a city is typically linked to relatively liberal audiencesopen to social and political change (Ehrenworth, Collins, Hunsicker & Pollock 2001).  As demonstrated by a study of newspaper coverage of same sex marriage, cities with more FM radio stations will more likely have newspaper coverage supporting change in marriage laws (Pollock & Dantas 1998).  The presence of FM Radio stations has also been linked with favorable newspaper coverage of school voucher initiatives, legalization of physician assisted suicide, and hate crime legislation (Green, R., Huebner, A., Levine, A., & Pollock, J, November 2001; Pollock, J.C. & Yulis, S, May 1999; Pollock, Moran, et al. 2001).  Consequently:

H7: The higher the number of FM radio stations in a city, the less favorable the coverage 

       of music censorship.  

Stakeholders:


Wider newspaper coverage of any particular issue may indicate a large presence of stakeholders in that city, and that their presence may be linked to variations in coverage of a particular issue.  Research has shown a link between the size of a protest group and favorable media coverage of that group, and a between the size of a protest group in Washington and the likelihood that it would receive media attention. (McLeod & Hertog, 1995, 1999; McCarthy, McPhail & Smith, 1996).  Studies have also found that the presence of such stakeholders may have an impact on the direction of media coverage of a particular issue.  For example, Swisher and Reese found that media coverage of tobacco related issues was much more favorable in regions that were dependent on the tobacco industry (Swisher & Reese, 1992).  

In addition, studies conducted surveying newspaper coverage of trying juveniles as adults and of post-Columbine gun control legislation show that political partisanship played a role in newspaper coverage of those issues (Pollock, Auletta, Harwick, Brockenbrough and Capentier 2001; Geiman, Johnson, Riddell & Pollock, 2001).  Specifically, cities with a higher population voting Democratic will have more coverage reflecting Democratic party interests; likewise, cities with a higher population voting Republican will have more coverage reflecting the interests of that political party.  Parents may also be considered crucial stakeholders in certain issues, as any decision that is made may have a positive or adverse effect on their children, as indicated in the PMRC movement cited in the literature review (Kelly, 1985).  This is known as the “position in lifecycle” aspect of the stakeholder hypothesis and has been evident in the study of newspaper coverage of gun control legislation (Geiman, Johnson, Riddell & Pollock 2001). Religion and devotional reading might also play a role in the coverage of music censorship, as religion is often a basis for morals and value judgments.  Thus:

H8:  The higher the percentage of families with children under seven in a city, the more favorable the coverage of music censorship.

H9:  The higher the percentage of families with children between the ages of eight and eighteen in a city, the more favorable the coverage of music censorship
H10: The higher the percentage of the population voting Democratic in a city, the less favorable the coverage of music censorship.

H11:  The higher the percentage of the population voting Republican in a city, the more favorable the coverage of music censorship.  

H12:  The higher the percentage of Catholics in a city, the more favorable the coverage of music censorship.
H13:  The higher the percentage of people who participate in devotional reading, the more favorable the coverage of music censorship.
Protection Hypothesis:


Economic interests can play a substantial role in newspaper coverage favoring or opposing an issue of concern to the community.  The protection hypothesis expects that the larger the proportion of a community’s economic interests with a stake in an issue, the more likely coverage of this issue will be favorable.  This has been evident in studies of newspaper coverage of NAFTA, the handover of Hong Kong to China, the 1997 UPS strike, and social security reform (Pollock,1995; Johnson, Pollock & Clark,1998; Pollock, Spina, Dudzak, & Lemire, 2000; Pollock, Tanner & Delbene, 2000). Therefore:

H14:  The greater the number of music dealers in a city, the less favorable the coverage of music censorship

Methodology:


This study investigated the coverage of music censorship across fourteen different US cities.  All of the longest articles on the topic (150 words or more) dealing with the topic were selected from the time period January 1, 1981 to September 11, 2001, yielding 144 articles. The rationale behind such a broad time period is that the researchers considered this to be the “MTV Generation,” children and parents most affected by issues of music censorship.  Newspapers used in this study were chosen based on their availability on Lexis-Nexis, DialogSelect, and NewsBank, as well as their geographical location, in an attempt to cover the majority of the United States in this study. The papers included: Albany Times-Union, Atlanta Constitution, Baltimore Sun, Boston Globe, Chicago Sun Times, Denver Post, Houston Chronicle, Memphis Commercial Appeal, Philadelphia Inquirer, Arizona Republic (of Phoenix), San Francisco Chronicle, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Seattle Times, Wichita Eagle. Papers such as The New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Los Angeles Times were excluded from this study, as these papers cater to an audience more far reaching than the geographical confines of their cities and may therefore reflect views beyond the demographics of their cities.  


To compare the newspaper coverage in different cities, articles were coded based on a prominence scale.  Each article was scored up to sixteen points based on article placement, headline size, length and the presence of photos or other graphics. 
Table 1:  Prominence Score*
(for coding databases)

	Dimension
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Placement
	Front page of first section
	Front page of inside section
	Inside of first section
	Other

	Headline Size 

(# of words)
	10+
	8-9
	6-7
	5 or fewer

	Length of Article (# of words)
	1000+
	750-999
	500-749
	150-499

	Photos/Graphics
	2 or more
	1
	
	


*Copyright John C. Pollock 1994-2002


After establishing the prominence score, the researchers established a “content” score, coding the direction that the articles took toward music censorship.  Articles were coded favorable, unfavorable, or balanced/neutral, based on the follow criteria:

1 Articles that were coded favorable supported the censorship of music by reporting on the perceived danger of music and lyrics to youth.  These articles would call for government legislation to censor music, or for a mandatory ratings system for music. 

2 Articles that were coded unfavorable supported the First Amendment rights of musicians and other artists to speak freely without fear of government censorship of their work.  They would also display a general consensus that it is not the government’s responsibility to censor children from music considered to be “unacceptable” in the public eye.  

3 Articles that were coded balanced or neutral would simply report on the facts of the current events relating to music censorship.  These articles would point out neither the positive nor the negative aspects of music censorship, but merely left the reader to formulate his or her own opinion based on the facts.  

Following the coding of the articles, a “media vector” was calculated based on the Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance (Janis & Fadner, 1965, p. 153-160).  The Media Vector is so named because, much like a vector in physics, it combines the prominence (magnitude) of the article with the direction of the article to arrive at a measurement of media “projection”.  Media Vector scores range between +1.00 and -1.00, with articles scoring -1.00 to 0 indicating unfavorable coverage, while articles scoring 0 to +1.00 indicating favorable coverage.  (See Table 2). 

Table 2: Calculating the Media Vector*

f = sum of the prominence scores coded “favorable”

u = sum of the prominence scores coded “unfavorable”

n = sum of the prominence scores coded “balanced/neutral”

r = f + u + n

If f > u (the sum of the favorable prominence scores is greater than the sum of the unfavorable prominence scores), the following formula is used:

Favorable Media Vector:

FMV = (f2 - fu)                                (Answer lies between 0 and +1.00)

                r2

If  f < u (the sum of the unfavorable prominence scores is greater than the sum of the favorable scores), the following formula is used:

Unfavorable Media Vector:

UMV = (fu – u2)                        (Answer lies between 0 and -1.00)

                 r2

*Media vector copyright John C. Pollock, 2000-2002

By ranking each newspaper with one score based on its media vector, it became possible to rank each paper from most to least favorable coverage of music censorship.  The researchers then used Pearson correlations and regression analysis to test hypotheses and compare city characteristics with media vector scores.  

Table 3:Newspaper Scores and Rankings:


The media vectors in this study ranged from 0.284 to –0.401.  Of the fourteen newspapers studied, the majority of the papers were coded as favorable.  The following is a list of city newspapers sampled, and their corresponding media vectors, ranked from highest to lowest:

Wichita Eagle



  .284

Memphis Commercial Appeal
  .264

Atlanta
 Constitution


  .156

Phoenix (Arizona Republic)

  .156

Baltimore Sun 


  .139

Houston Chronicle


  .132

Philadelphia Inquirer


  .087

San Francisco Chronicle

  .006

Denver
 Post     


-.116

Chicago Sun Times


-.186

Albany
 Times-Union
 

-.333

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

-.353

Seattle
Times   


-.356

Boston
Globe



-.401


Fourteen city characteristics were considered in this study as independent variables to assess the association between community structure and newspaper coverage of music censorship.  Pearson correlations were calculated for each of the fourteen characteristics.  Five of these characteristics proved significant at the five percent level or better.  These characteristics – devotional reading, Republican voters, families with children under age 7, Democratic voters, and four years of college education – supported the stakeholdersand violated buffer hypotheses. 

Table 4: Pearson Correlation Results:

Hypothesis:



Pearson Correlation:
Significance Level:



Devotional Reading



.673



.004

Republican Voter



.621



.009

Families with Children Under Age 7

.519



.029

Democratic Voter



-.518



.029

Four Years College



-.505



.033

Catholics




-.375



.093

Cable Stations




.345



.113

Professional




-.326



.128

FM Stations




-.251



.194

Incomes over $100,000


-.207



.239

Children 8-18




.165



.287

Music Dealers




-.131



.334

Stadiums




-.119



.343
AM Stations




.069



.408

Regression Analysis:


Regression analysis revealed that four city characteristics accounted for approximately 92% of the variance in newspaper coverage associated with the media vector.  These characteristics are:  Percent Republican voters, percent Democratic voters, number of FM radio stations, and number of music dealers.  
Table 5: Regression Analysis

[image: image1.wmf]Model

R (equation)

R Square (cumulative)

R Square Change

F Change

Sig. F Change

Republican Voter

0.761

0.578

0.578

15.089

0.003

Republican Voter, 

Democratic Voter

0.827

0.685

0.106

3.373

0.096

Republican Voter,

 Democratic Voter

0.894

0.8

0.115

5.182

0.049

FM Radio

Republican Voter,

 Democratic Voter, 

FM Radio,

0.958

0.918

0.118

11.484

0.01

Music Dealers


Discussion:

Partisanship Associated with Favorable/Unfavorable Coverage 


As determined by the regression analysis, the two most significant variables in this study fall under the category of partisanship – Republican and Democratic voters.  Partisanship alone accounts for nearly seventy percent of the variance in newspaper reporting.    Pearson correlations reinforce the significance of these variables (Republican Voter – r = .621, p = .009; Democratic Voter – r =-.518, p = .029).  As predicted, cities with a high percentage voting Republican in the last election were associated with favorable coverage of music censorship, while cities with a high percentage voting Democratic were associated with unfavorable coverage of music censorship.  These results follow the expectation that partisanship would impact newspaper coverage of music censorship to reflect the interests of particular political parties.  

Media Access (FM Radio) associated with Unfavorable Coverage


The second strongest factor uncovered by regression analysis is media access, specifically cities with a high number of FM Radio stations, accounting for 12% of the variance.  This finding again confirms prediction that cities with a high number of FM stations in a city would be associated with less favorable coverage of music censorship.  
Music Dealers (Protection Hypothesis) Associated with Unfavorable Coverage


The third, and final, significant factor uncovered by regression analysis is the number of music dealers in a city, accounting for 12% of the variance.  Regression results confirm the protection hypothesis, that is, the larger the proportion of a community’s economic interests with a stake in an issue, the more likely the coverage will reflect those interests.  In the case of music censorship, music dealers would be hurt economically by music censorship, and coverage of the issue was correspondingly unfavorable.  
Conclusion and Implications for Future Research:


Clearly, music censorship is a controversial issue, but reporting on this issue is primarily influenced by three factors: political partisanship (accounting for 68 percent of the variance; media access (FM Radio accounts for an additional 12 percent of the variance); and economic protection (number of music dealers accounts for ye another 12 percent of the variance).  For four variables to account for 92 percent of the variance is highly unusual and suggests that these umbrella hypotheses are extremely powerful.  


Future researchers attempting to study this topic further might consider exploring more specifically the coverage of music ratings systems, or newspaper coverage of the inception of parent advisory warning labels on CDs and tapes.  They might also consider exaiming Tipper Gore’s involvement in the Parents’ Music Resource Center (PMRC).   


Though there is clearly a link between city characteristics and newspaper coverage of music censorship, this paper does not assert causality.  Though discernable patterns linking city characteristics with newspaper coverage can be observed, the reasons for these patterns deserve further exploration.  The major reason for such patterns could be explained by multiple factors, including shifting social values, changing demographics over the time frame, or an evolving sense of a journalist’s “interpretive community” (Selizer, 1993; Berkowitz & TerKeurst, 1999).  While any combination of these or other factors could have contributed to variations in citywide coverage of music censorship, there is a clear link between city characteristics and newspaper coverage of this issue. 
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