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Abstract

Nationwide Newspaper Coverage of Detainee Rights:

A Community Structure Approach

The terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and the subsequent war in Afghanistan has created some unique problems for the United States government. One of the issues to be dealt with is what to do with the former Taliban fighters who have been captured in Afghanistan. The most dangerous have been transported to the detainee camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba where they are being held under heavy guard indefinitely. A controversy has arisen over how to treat the detainees. The issue has not only created a partisan spit, it has polarized parts of the Bush administration and put the U.S. at odds with the rest of the world. This study uses a “community structure approach” to explore the connection between city characteristics and nationwide newspaper coverage of extending Prisoner of War status to the Taliban and Al Qaeda detainees imprisoned at Guantanamo, Cuba. A sample of 302 articles, chosen from 22 newspapers across the nation, was coded for “prominence” and article “direction” (favorable, unfavorable, or neutral).  The results were combined to calculate a single-score “Media Vector” for each newspaper.  Contrary to expectation, Pearson correlations revealed significant relationships between voting Republican and favorable detainee rights coverage. By contrast, higher percentages of Catholics, Democrats, and Hispanics were found significantly related to negative coverage of detainee rights. Regression analysis revealed that five variables accounted for 95% of the variance: “stakeholders” (% Republican); “media access” (% cable-subscribers); “buffer” (% Income over 100,000); “Position in Lifecycle” (families with children 8-18); and “violated buffer” (% Crime).  
Introduction:
The terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and the subsequent war in Afghanistan has created some unique problems for the United States government. One of the issues to be dealt with is what to do with the former Taliban fighters who have been captured. The most dangerous have been transported to the detainee camp in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and placed under heavy guard, and, in some extreme cases, heavily sedated. 



The main controversy surrounding the detainees is whether or not they should be considered prisoners of war and be afforded the full protection of the Geneva Convention. The US insists that the fighters are: (1) unlawful combatants under the Geneva Convention guidelines and therefore not protected by POW Status; (2) a status of prisoner of war would end the intelligence gathering efforts among the prisoners and hurt attempts to thwart further attacks; (3) the US is granting them the majority of the rights under the Convention and is working to further improve the conditions at the camp. 


The international community was the first to criticize the US policy (Bennett and Robinson, 2002). Soon after, several human rights groups protested the extreme conditions the prisoners were kept under (Lichtblau, 2002). Others criticized the possible use of military tribunals, which, unlike Court-martials, do not have established due process or safeguards against excess. Other countries have raised concern over the treatment of their citizens in the camps and what possible penalties they could face (all “1st world” nations except the US have prohibitions against capital punishment).


On the international level, this policy threatens the International Coalition lead by the US and the Administrations response to the above concerns has created a fear of US unilateralism. Within the US government, there appears to be a spilt on policy. In a recently leaked memo, Secretary of State Colin Powell was in favor of granting the detainees full prisoner of war status in the hopes that if, in the future, any US soldier is captured, he would be afforded the same rights. 


This controversy, which spans not only the U.S. government, but the international community as well, shows that there are two divergent and equally well-argued opinions on this matter. Clearly, a dichotomy of viewpoints has emerged regarding detainee rights.  As a result, the media have reported extensively on the topic, and this coverage merits exploration for many reasons.  As was observed by Weaver and Wilhoit, the media set the news agenda by telling the people what issues to consider (cited in Biagi, 1999, p.301).  Furthermore, as George Gerbner theorized, media have the power to mainstream divergent viewpoints, thereby homogenizing opinions.   Newspapers are particularly influential because they set the agenda for other media and accumulate more revenue than most other media (Biagi, 1999, p. 42). 

Some researchers believe that media not only inform the public and set the news agenda, but they also frame critical events as well.  According to Entman, “framing essentially involves selection and salience. To frame is to select some aspects of a perceived reality and make them more salient in a communicating text, in such a way as to promote a particular problem definition, causal interpretation, moral evaluation, and/or treatment recommendation for the item described” (Entman, 1993a, p. 52).  Furthermore, Entman (1989), and Entman and Rojecki (1993) have found that journalists may “convey a dominant framing of the news text that prevents most audience members from making a balanced assessment of a situation” (cited in Entman, 1993a, p. 56). This frame is expressed through the journalist’s selection of metaphors, concepts, symbols, and visual images (Entman, 1991b, p. 7).  Thus, news frames may influence an individual’s perceptions of important events, and at the same time, a city’s demographic characteristics may affect the way in which journalists frame critical issues.

Because of the extensive media coverage of this topic, the authors of this paper will examine if there is a correlation between demographic factors and how positively/negatively/neutrally this story is covered in newspapers. Specifically, this research will utilize a “community structure approach” in examining the relationships between city demographics and nationwide newspaper coverage of the issue. The authors will examine if the rights of detainees are portrayed more favorable in cities with higher privilege, higher immigrant populations, and more diverse and numerous media outlets. It is expected that media coverage in cities with higher levels of privilege, media access, and certain stakeholders will be favorable, while cities with other stakeholders and less plurality of media outlets will contain less favorable coverage.

Literature Review:


The issue of detainee rights has generated considerable attention in the weeks and months following the September 11th terrorist attacks, and the subsequent incarceration of individuals linked to the Taliban and the Al-Qaeda network. The Bush administration’s decision to label detainees as “unlawful combatants”, and not “prisoners of war” (as outlined in the Geneva Convention) has brought national and international attention to the subject. The issue has received significant coverage in major national publications, such as The New York Times, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report. While there has not been any research on this specific issue regarding detainee rights, there have been many articles dealing with different aspects of the topic. While many articles were located in other fields, little was found in any communication studies journals. 


For our search, we utilized the databases CommIndex, Com Abstracts, and CIOS, but we found little on detainee rights. However, we did find many articles using EBSCOhost Academic Search Premier, Wilson Web Omnifile, and the Sociological Abstracts, which reveals that some scholarly research has been done on our topic.


The news media has played an important role in shaping the public’s opinion about conflicts with other countries. For example, during the Vietnam conflict, the news media framed the coverage in such a way as to sway the American public to oppose the war (Rather, 2001). On the subject of the news media’s influence on the coverage of war and terrorism, there has been some research produced in the communication studies field. In an article found in Journalism Quarterly, Simmons and Lowery explored print news coverage from ’80-’88, to reveal that reporters used negative connotations towards groups who oppose U.S. policy. For example, the terms “terrorist”, “guerilla”, and “gunmen” were used most frequently. “Terrorist” was used 65% of the time, while “gunmen” and “guerilla” were used 7% and 5.9% of the time, respectively. In additon, 62% of the time, three newspapers used the word  “terrorism” to describe an event that could have been described using another, less negative, word. “In only one fifth of the cases, did the term refer to incidents of government violence (Simmons & Lowry, 1990).”  In another article, Reese and Buckalew examine the effects of local television coverage on the perception of the Persian Gulf War, specifically, the illusion of outright victory, the scale of environmental damage, and the carnage of Iraqi soldiers (Reese & Buckalew, 1995). The article found that “the most persuasive, powerful, and difficult to counter illusion emerged from the routine, structured workings of the media system [local news coverage].”

Most of the articles we discovered on detainee rights were found in criminal justice journals. In an article featured in the November/December 1999 issue of the Journal Of Criminal Justice, Forer explains that there has been an increasingly hostile attitude, shared by both policy-makers and the public, towards the idea of prisoner rights in this country (Farkas, 1999). There has been some ambiguity as to what rights U.S. prisoners have under the Constitution. In an article in the American Bar Association Journal, the author discusses the medical rights of prisoners: “There is no coherent body of law establishing the rights and setting forth the obligations of and limitations on the institutions where they are confined (Forer, 1982).” Similarly, an article in Law Related Education, outlines the general rights of prisoners under U.S. law:

1. The right to file complaints in writing, with courts, or the

news media, and to have access to legal materials.

2. The right to adequate health care and nutrition.

3. The right to exercise religious beliefs.

4. The right to be free from cruel and unusual punishment.

However, the courts have generally held that a prisoners’ rights

may be restricted only when necessary for the discipline, safety,

and security of the institution. (Quinlan, 1997)


It is clear that the issue of detainee rights has become a controversial topic that has been routinely debated in the media. Since both sides of the argument are well-reasoned, it is important to research what possible effects certain city characteristics would have on news coverage. Using the Community Structure Approach, we can explore the connection between city characteristics and nationwide newspaper coverage of detainee rights issues. This approach is well supported by other studies in communication research and will help to advance the field as the country struggles with these often-times difficult issues.

Hypothesis:

The community structure approach is a valuable means of explaining variations in the newspaper coverage of an issue with political and social implications such as the media coverage of detainee rights. The “community structure approach”, as developed by Pollock and colleagues, is defined as “a form of quantitative content analysis that focuses on the ways in which key characteristics of communities (such as cities) are related to the content coverage of newspapers in those communities” (Frey, Botan, and Kreps, 2000, p. 238). The hypotheses relevant to the media coverage of detainee rights can be grouped in four clusters: the buffer hypothesis, access (Media), stakeholder hypotheses, and vulnerability hypothesis.

1)  Buffer Hypothesis
The buffer hypothesis suggests that the higher the percentage of privileged individuals in a community who are “buffered” from economic uncertainty and poverty, “the more favorable the media coverage of those making human rights claims” (Pollock, cited in Frey, Botan, and Kreps, 2000, p. 239). For example, researchers discovered that in cities with high levels of privilege (where privilege could be defined by education, income, or occupational status), there was relating favorable newspaper coverage of Cuban refugees, Anita Hill, a woman whom many regarded as mistreated, non-celebrities with HIV/AIDS, and cloning (Pollock, Shier & Kelly, 1995; Pollock & Killeen, 1995; Pollock, 1997; Pollock, Dudzak, Richards, Norton & Miller, 2000). In a similar study in 1999, Pollock and Yulis found that “privilege in a city is associated with relatively favorable coverage of physician-assisted suicide, confirming hypotheses suggested that the larger the privileged population ‘buffered’ from uncertainty, the more favorable the coverage of human rights issues, in this case the right to choose whether to live or die” (Pollock & Yulis, 1999).


Another study revealed that the level of education in a city is linked to coverage of human rights issues. The higher the education level in a city, the more likely newspapers were to express opposition to China’s bid for the 2000 Olympics because of the country’s poor human rights record (Pollock, Kreuer, Ouano, 1997). The issue of detainee rights is a human rights issue. The debate is over the treatment of prisoners. Accordingly:

H1
The larger the percentage of college-educated students in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

H2
The larger the percentage of those with professional/technical occupational status in a city, the more favorable the reporting on detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

H3
The greater the percentage of people with incomes over $100,000 a year, the more favorable the reporting on detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

2)  Media Access

Coverage of issues can also be linked to the availability of information presented to citizens. For example, previous studies have found that access to information can be linked not simply with a plurality of issue perspectives, but also with willingness to promote social change.  Hindman suggests that the greater the access that individuals have to information (via the mass media), the greater the ability for social actors to undertake projects that encourage social change (Hindman, 1999, pp. 99-116). In a similar study, Emanuel and Cecile Gaziano contend that communities that acquire more knowledge from media can be expected to be more effective when challenging elite groups or advocating change (Gaziano & Gaziano, 1999, pp. 197-226). The Bush administration contends that Taliban prisoners in Cuba are being treated justly. Many Republicans have taken the President’s side and claimed that the war on terrorism requires our country to act in a certain manner. Some Democrats have criticized the treatment of prisoners, regardless of the scenario.

Cable

U.S. households that are cable subscribers are likely to hear more favorable claims regarding human rights; in particular prison detainee rights. This pattern can be seen in the article on Ryan White and physician assisted suicide (Pollock, McNeil, Pizzatello, and Hall, 1996). Also, cable stations have the ability to present multiple views on an issue. This allows them to frame the issue in a certain way. For example, Thussu suggests that CNN framed the Kosovo conflict in a way that supported intervention in the region (Thussu, 2000). Similarly, human rights issues can be framed in the same manner.

H4
The greater the number of cable stations in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

AM Radio

AM radio is presumed to be associated with negative coverage of detainee rights, due to it’s largely conservative listening audience. Regarding a Patient’s Bill of Rights, it was found that the number of AM radio stations was linked with negative coverage of the issue (Pollock and Castillo, 2000). In addition, AM radio was also found linked to favorable coverage of trying juveniles as adults (Auletta, Pollock, Castillo, et al., 2001) and of the death penalty (Auletta, Castillo, Pollock, et al., 2001). It is reasonable to expect similar results with detainee rights. Therefore:

H5
The greater the number of AM radio stations in a city, the less favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

FM Radio

FM radio generally tends to favor more liberal, fact-based coverage of issues such as detainee rights. The typical audience of FM radio is generally younger and more left-leaning in their politics. The number of FM stations has been linked to favorable coverage of same-sex marriage (Pollock and Dantas, 1998), and capital punishment (Auletta, Castillo, Pollock, et. al., 2001).

H6
The greater the number of FM radio stations in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

3)  Stakeholders
The presence of stakeholders in a community can influence whether the media will cover significant events and how they cover these events. Stakeholders " are people who have a high interest or level of concern with an issue.” In two studies, McLeod and Hertog suggest that the size of a protest group is linked to how it is covered by the media. The larger the size of a protest group, the more attention and favorable coverage that group will receive from the mass media (McLeod & Hertog, 1995, 1999). Further research on protest marches indicates that the most powerful predictor of whether the media reported on protest marches in Washington D.C. between 1982 and 1991 was the size of a demonstration (McCarthy, McPhail & Smith, 1996, p. 494). 

Stakeholders also may contribute to the to the variance in media coverage of an issue from one city to another. For example, previous research has shown that the larger the number of organizations or businesses marketing their products or services to the gay community in a city, the more favorable the newspaper coverage of the efforts to legalize same-sex marriage (Pollock & Dantas, 1998). Also, proportions of stakeholders such as senior citizens, or women in the workforce, have been linked with positive coverage of Dr. Kevorkian, negative coverage of legalization of physician-assisted euthanasia, and favorable coverage of cloning (Pollock, Coughlin, et. al., 1995; Pollock & Yulis, 1999; Pollock, Dudzak, et. al., 2000).  The stakeholders in the issue of detainee rights can be grouped into these categories: Arab ancestry, military veterans, Catholics, Hispanic-Americans, and political partisanship.

Arabic Ancestry

Ethnicity can play a major role in assessment of critical issues. When dealing with a human rights issue, it is useful to know a group’s origins when evaluating stances on critical issues. For example, the more liberal views of the Democratic Party are consistent with issues that many minorities face. Pollock, Robinson, and Murray found a positive correlation between a high percentage of black population in a city and pro-choice abortion coverage (1978). In recent years, the United States has experienced a great threat of terrorism from areas in the Middle East. This threat has made relations with Middle Eastern nations tense and has rendered Americans of Arab descent sensitive to issues regarding imprisonment. Media coverage of detainee rights among those of Arab descent might thus be sensitive to these issues. Therefore:

H7
The greater the percentage of citizens of Arab ancestry in an area, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

Military Veterans

Military veterans are those who served in the armed forces. They may have fought against enemies either foreign or domestic. Their careers may have been spent apprehending or fighting enemies of the United States. They are not likely to sympathize with prisoners of our country nor are they likely to want to hear much about prison reform.

H8
The greater percentage of military veterans in a city, the less favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

Catholics

The Catholic Church has had a consistent ideology regarding human rights and the treatment of prisoners. The Church believes that the sanctity of life must be upheld regardless of the crime committed. If American Catholics follow this line, then one can infer that they would support detainee rights since that is the ultimate protection for the prisoners against unfair treatment. Therefore:

H9
The greater the percentage of Catholics in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights.

Political Partisanship

The issue of detainee rights is a political issue. President Bush has received both support from Republicans and criticism from Democrats regarding the treatment of the Taliban prisoners who are currently being held in Camp X-Ray. Previous research has shown that political partisanship was found to be an important factor in the community structure studies of the Anita Hill and Clarence Thomas hearings, Social Security reform, and trying juveniles as adults (Pollock & Killeen, 1995; Pollock, Tanner, & Delbane, 2000; Pollock, Auletta, et. al., 2001). Similarly, newspapers in cities with larger populations voting Democratic in 1996 displayed more favorable coverage of the Master Settlement Agreement reducing tobacco advertising, whereas newspaper in cities with a higher Republican population displayed more negative coverage of the MSA (Pollock, Miller & Caldwell, 2001). Media coverage of an issue does seem to be linked to the political views of citizens in a particular area. Republicans traditionally tend to have a more conservative outlook on human rights issues. Democrats traditionally tend to have more liberal views regarding the treatment of human rights issues. Thus:

H10
The greater the percentage of those who voted Republican in the last presidential election, the less favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

H11
The greater the percentage of those who voted Democratic in the last presidential election, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights (Lifestyle Market Analyst).

Hispanics



In America, a large portion of the Hispanic population is made up of immigrants. In fact, Hispanics make up one of the largest U.S. immigrant populations. Because the initial attack might have had a negative impact on Hispanics in terms of economics (loss of jobs) combined with what could be viewed as a threat to their chances for prosperity, they might be less favorable of detainee rights. 

H12
 The greater the percentage Hispanics in a city, the less favorable the coverage of detainee rights.
Vulnerability   


Issues that represent the vulnerability hypothesis include the coverage of Roe v. Wade, the Patient’s Bill of Rights and ethnic disputes in Crown Heights, New York.  A national community structure approach study revealed that the higher the percentage of residents living below the poverty line in a city, the more favorable the coverage of Roe v. Wade, the Patient’s Bill of Rights, and the more non-partisan to reporting in the Crown Heights conflict (Pollock, Robinson, & Murray, 1978; Pollock & Castillo, 2000; Pollock & Robinson, 1977; Pollock & Whitney, 1997).  It is reasonable to expect that those in a city who are living below the poverty line and the unemployed will generally be in favor of conveying P.O.W. status to detainees in Guantanamo Bay. These individuals might view the treatment of detainees by the government as oppressive because they, much like the detainees, lack empowerment and security. Accordingly:

H13
The higher the percentage of households that fall below the poverty line in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights. (American Fact Finder) 
H14
The higher the percentage of unemployed citizens in a city, the more favorable the coverage of detainee rights. (American Fact Finder) 

Methodology:


This study analyzed the nationwide media coverage of detainee rights for Taliban and Al-queda fighters imprisoned in the Guantanamo Naval Base. Before the transfer of the initial detainees to Cuba (January 1st, 2002) until the aftermath of the Bush administration’s decision to grant detainees certain rights under the Geneva Convention (March 15th, 2002), a study was conducted examining 302 newspaper articles from 22 newspapers from throughout the United States. The articles represented all the longest articles over 150 words in each newspaper, and the newspapers were selected because of geographic diversity. The articles were collected using the DIALOG, Newsbank, and Lexis Nexis databases and were from: Boston Globe, Chicago Sun Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, St. Louis Post Dispatch, The Commercial Appeal, The San Diego Union-Tribune, The Times Union, Atlanta Journal, Houston Chronicle, San Francisco Chronicle, St. Petersburg Times, Richmond Times, The Advocate, Dayton Daily Times, Akron Beacon Journal, San Antonio Express News, Pittsburgh Post Gazette, Seattle Times, Baltimore Sun, Wichita Eagle, Lexington Herald Leader, Charlotte Observer.

Measures and Dependent Variable:
The articles were coded and assigned two scores.  The first rating was a “prominence” score, which is a value from 3 to 16 points.  This score was based on where the article appeared in the newspaper (front page of first section, front page of interior section, inside of first section, or other), the size of the headline (number of words in the headline), its total length (number of words), and the use of any photographs (two or more, or one).  The greater the number points an article received, the higher the prominence score.

Table 1:  Prominence Score*

(for coding databases)

	Dimension
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Placement
	Front page of first section
	Front page of inside section
	Inside of first section
	Other

	Headline Size 

(# of words)
	10+
	8-9
	6-7
	5 or fewer

	Length of Article (# of words)
	1000+
	750-999
	500-749
	Less than 500

	Photos/Graphics
	2 or more
	1
	
	


*Copyright John C. Pollock 1994-2002

The second rating was based on content and called a “directional score.” All the articles were coded as favorable, unfavorable, or neutral/balanced.  The nominal score was based on the following:

Favorable Coverage: Articles were considered “favorable” if they seemed to support extending prisoner of war status to the detainees. Articles that discussed the benefits of extending POW status to the prisoners were also coded as “favorable”.     

Unfavorable Coverage: Articles were coded as “unfavorable” if they seemed to support the administration’s current policy on their rights. Articles that focused extensively on the danger the prisoners poise was also coded as “unfavorable.” 

Neutral Coverage: Articles were coded as “neutral” if they appeared to report on detainee rights without direction.  The content of the articles included equal information on the benefits of POW status along with the dangers poised by the prisoners.  

In order to better explain the use of the terms “favorable,” “unfavorable,” and “neutral,” the following are specific examples of an article representing each coding possibility.  Word choice, placement in headline or first paragraph, and balancing coverage were considered when choosing the article’s direction. The following key phrases, however, were the general deciding factor for each individual article.

Charlotte Observer 

Favorable: “Four members of the International Committee of the Red Cross arrived Thursday to meet with U.S. officials and interview dozens of al-Qaida and Taliban prisoners being held at the U.S. military outpost at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The visit was the first by independent experts at Camp X-ray, which human rights advocates say provides substandard conditions for the prisoners. U.S. officials say the tight security is necessary and that prisoners' rights are not violated” (“Red Cross checking Cuba Jail Prisoners” January 18, 2002). 


This article calls into question the treatment of the Taliban and al-Qaida prisoners at the hands of their American jailers. While the article does not call for the extension of POW status to these prisoners, it does suggest that conditions at Camp X-ray are second-rate and must be investigated. This sentiment coincides with the feelings of Powell and others who opposed the Bush administration’s labeling of the detainees as “unlawful combatants.”

Seattle Times

Unfavorable: “A third group of al-Qaida and Taliban prisoners from Afghanistan arrived at this U.S. naval base yesterday. U.S. officials disclosed several captives already have vowed to kill their guards” (“More prisoners arrive in Cuba; some vow to kill US guards” January 17, 2002). 


This article immediately classifies the al-Qaida and Taliban prisoners as a threat to the lives of the American guards at Camp X-ray. This classification supports the Bush administration’s call for a war on terrorism to protect American citizens and suggests a justification for the prison to employ extreme security measures. 

Wichita Eagle 

Neutral: “U.S. Marines began an extraordinary security mission Thursday night - flying the first 20 of hundreds of al-Qaida prisoners to a U.S. base in Cuba, where they are to be held for questioning and possible trial” (“Al-Qaida suspects are flown to Cuba” January 11, 2002).


This article objectively describes the treatment of Taliban and al-Qaida prisoners in U.S. custody. It does not mention the conditions that the prisoners are facing, nor does it give any justification for possible heightened security measures taken against them. 

             After the articles were coded and given a directional score by the researchers, the scores were used to test the intercoder reliability of the study.  In the sample, a Holsti's Coefficient of 85 percent was achieved.  

Media Vector Calculated Using a Coefficient of Imbalance:  

        The “media vector” of the articles was calculated based on the prominence and directional scores, using psychology's Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance for each newspaper. The coefficient is called a Media Vector because, as in physics, it represents the magnitude (the prominence) and direction to arrive at a measure of impact, or “projection.” The range of the scores was from  +1.00 to -1.00.    This score allows for the comparison of each city’s newspaper coverage of detainee rights during the sampled time period. Scores between 0 and -1.00 indicated unfavorable coverage of detainee rights, while scores between 0 and +1.00 indicated favorable coverage. 

Articles using the Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance, or Media Vector, in communication research have been accepted for publication in journals such as Comparative Politics, Society, Journalism Quarterly, Newspaper Research Journal, an edited, refereed collection, Communication Yearbook, Mass Communication Review, The New Jersey Journal of Communication (See respectively Hurwitz, Green & Segal, 1976; Pollock and Robinson, 1977; Pollock, Murray & Robinson, 1987; Pollock, 1995; Pollock, Coughlin, Thomas & Connaughton, 1996; Pollock, Kreuer & Ouano, 1997; Pollock & Whitney, 1997; and Pollock & Guidette, 1980) .  Although coders were aware of a wide range of hypotheses, they were also aware that researchers had no stake in any particular hypothesis.  In addition, because the Media Vector formula is employed, there is no reasonable way a coder can anticipate the effect of individual coding decisions on the outcome of specific hypotheses.
Table 2: Calculating the Media Vector*

f = sum of the prominence scores coded “favorable”

u = sum of the prominence scores coded “unfavorable”

n = sum of the prominence scores coded “balanced/neutral”

r = f + u + n

If f > u (the sum of the favorable prominence scores is greater than the sum of the unfavorable prominence scores), the following formula is used:

Favorable Media Vector:

FMV = (f2 - fu)                                (Answer lies between 0 and +1.00)

                r2

If  f < u (the sum of the unfavorable prominence scores is greater than the sum of the favorable scores), the following formula is used:

Unfavorable Media Vector:

UMV = (fu – u2)                        (Answer lies between 0 and -1.00)

                 r2

*Media vector copyright John C. Pollock, 2000-2001

Procedures:


Two statistical procedures were used to explore the relationship between city characteristics and the media vector, Pearson correlations and regression analysis.  In order to measure which city characteristics were most strongly associated with the media vector, Pearson correlations were conducted.  In addition, regression analysis was utilized to determine the relative strength and importance of each independent variable.  These two procedures clearly demonstrate the strong association between specific city characteristics and coverage of detainee rights.

Results:


The Media Vectors of individual newspapers were ranked from most to least favorable in their coverage of the controversy over the rights of the Guantanamo Bay detainees. Pearson correlation and significance tests were calculated to test the relationship between distinct city characteristics and variations in reporting. The Media Vectors ranged from + .418 to -.1, showing that newspaper coverage of this issue varied throughout the nation. Of the twenty-two cities studied, nine papers exhibited favorable coverage, twelve papers scored negatively, and one paper scored neutral- a directional “mix” of scores.

Table 3: Media Vector Coefficients

	City
	Newspaper
	Media Vector

	Pittsburgh
	Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
	.418

	Richmond
	Richmond Times
	.264

	San Antonio
	San Antonio Express News
	.143

	Akron
	Akron Beacon Journal
	.124

	Charlotte
	Charlotte Observer
	.160

	Wichita
	Wichita Eagle
	.105

	Baltimore
	The Baltimore Sun
	.061

	Atlanta
	Atlanta Journal
	.023

	St. Petersburg
	St. Petersburg Times
	.017

	Seattle
	Seattle Times
	0

	Houston
	Houston Chronical
	-.006

	San Diego
	San Diego Tribune
	-.010

	San Francisco
	San Francisco Chronical
	-.034

	Lexington
	Lexington Herald Leader
	-.041

	Chicago
	Chicago Sun Times
	-.050

	Philadelphia
	Philadelphia Inquirer
	-.070

	St. Louis
	St. Louis Dispatch
	-.110

	Memphis
	The Commercial Appeal
	-.170

	Albany
	The Times Union
	-.180

	Boston
	The Boston Globe
	-.240

	Los Angeles
	The Advocate
	-.495

	Dayton
	Dayton Daily News
	-1


In order to determine the nature of the link between city characteristics and variation in coverage, the newspapers were ranked according to their Media Vectors and Pearson correlations were calculated. (See Table 4).  

Table 4: Pearson Correlation Results

	Hypothesis
	Pearson Correlation
	Significance Level

	% voted Democrat
	-.484
	.021

	% voted Republican
	.462
	.027

	Hispanic-American population
	-.478
	.030

	% Catholic
	-.427
	.039

	Military veterans
	.356
	.062

	Children 8 to 18
	-.284
	.119

	FM radio stations
	-.233
	.162

	Unemployment
	-.166
	.230

	Arabic ancestry
	-.191
	.266

	% professional/technical
	.092
	.350

	% College educated
	.077
	.373

	% below the Poverty Level
	-.066
	.385

	% income over $100,000
	.050
	.417

	AM radio stations
	-.044
	.427

	Crime Rate
	-.038
	.436

	Cable Stations
	-.034
	.444

	% Black
	.030
	.447


Buffer Hypothesis Results:


The buffer hypothesis expected more favorable coverage of detainee rights among cities in direct proportion to the percentage of citizens who are more privileged economically, educationally, and professionally. The results, however, showed no significant correlation between the direction of detainee coverage and privilege. Since the attacks had such a widespread effect on the country, no one was completely insulated. Therefore, there appears to be no distinct buffer between unprivileged and privileged.

Media Access Hypothesis Results Insignificant:


The media access hypothesis expected more favorable coverage among cities, in direct proportion to the number of FM and cable stations in the metropolitan area. Conversely, less favorable coverage was expected among cities, in direct proportion to the number of AM stations. On both fronts, however, the results were insignificant. Perhaps due to the inundation of coverage on Afghanistan in general, there was no clear relationship between access and detainee rights.

Stakeholders Hypothesis Reveals Strongest Results:


Among the multiple stakeholder hypotheses, several were insignificant. The most significant findings, however, came from political partisanship dimension, percent Catholic, and percent Hispanic. The results showed, somewhat paradoxically, that people who voted Republican in the 1996 election, were more in favor of detainee rights than those who voted Democratic in the same election. In the case of the Republicans, this can be attributed to traditional conservative regard for individual rights and the split in the administration, between the more conservative (John Ashcroft, Dick Cheney, and George W. Bush) and the more liberal (Colin Powell). It seems apparent that the majority of the Republican voters have sided with Powell, and his desires to extend rights to detainees in Guantanamo. This split is nothing new for the party – there has been a long-standing rift between ideologically conservative Republicans and more middle-of-the-road moderates.


However, in the case of the Democrats, this seems indicative of some new popular trend amongst people who go against the party line. It could be inferred that, due to the magnitude of the attack on America, a popular movement has taken to heart President Bush’s call for a war on terrorism.


Also, somewhat surprising, were the findings regarding Catholics and the issue of detainee rights. The results show that there is a negative correlation between Catholics and detainee rights. This seems to be somewhat contrary to the Church’s policy on human rights, and go against many of the Church’s fundamental beliefs. 


Finally, the last significant stakeholder result revolved around Hispanic-Americans. The findings showed that there was a negative correlation between Hispanic-Americans and detainee rights. This could be attributed to the large immigrant make-up of the Hispanic community, their intense feelings of belonging and patriotism, and their fear of a loss of prosperity due to the negative effects of Al-Qaeda.

Vulnerability Results Insignificant:

The vulnerability hypotheses expected more favorable coverage among cities, in relation to the percentage households below the poverty level and unemployed. However, the results were insignificant. Perhaps, this is due to the lack of any obvious relationship between detainee rights and their welfare.
Regression Analysis:


Upon running a regression of the variables, it was discovered that the following variables accounted for 95% of the variance in their association with the Media Vector: crime rate, children ages 8 to 18, Republican voters, income over $100,000, and number of cable stations.  More specifically, the crime rate has a correlation of .56, which accounts for 32% of the variance and illustrates the strongest relationship.  (See Table 5).

Table 5: Regression Analysis

	Model
	R (equation)
	R Square (cumulative)
	R Square Change
	F Change
	Significance of F Change

	Crime Rate
	.563
	.316
	.316
	4.166
	.072

	Crime Rate, Children between 8 and 18
	.736
	.541
	.225
	3.925
	.083

	Crime Rate, Children between 8 and 18, Republican Voters
	.890
	.792
	.250
	8.401
	.023

	Crime Rate, Children between 8 and 18, Republican Voters, % income over $100,000
	.957
	.917
	.125
	9.012
	.024


Conclusion & Implication For Future Research:


It is apparent from the results of the study that there is not only a split in the administration over the issue of detainee rights, but also in the rank and file party members.  In the case of GOP, the party members seem to buck the conservative policies of Bush, Chaney, and Ashcroft and side with the more middle of the road Powell.


In the case of the Democratic Party, the membership seems to be at odds with a liberal policy regarding the Taliban and Al qaeda prisoners. Inferring from historic observation that many of the constituents of the Democratic Party are working class, middle class, or minority, it seems that the general population of America has taken to heart this “war” on terrorism. This is supported by negative correlation with Catholic and Hispanic populations, both largely Democratic demographics.  

The results of the study call for greater investigation in several areas. First, the American Catholic community’s negative relationship with detainee rights may be a marker of some religious factors regarding rights for Muslim detainees. Further investigation into diverse religious populations of cities  (For example: Muslim, Jew, Catholic, or Baptist) might reveal a theological perspective regarding detainee rights. There is certainly a possibility for significant differences in coverage when framed around the controversy regarding the portrayal of the Islamic faith in the U.S. media as well as the coverage of the escalading tension between the Israelis and Palestinians. 


Position in life cycle also might yield significant benefits. It is reasonable that the elderly might be the mot fearful of future attack and thus be more negative in their attitude towards detainee rights while college students and young professionals would not let that anxiety dominate their thinking or life. 

Though there may be a link between the Bush administration’s policy regarding detainee rights and nationwide media coverage of the detainee issue, as well as a correlation between the listed city characteristics and coverage of this topic, this paper does not assert causality.  While there may exist significant findings linking city characteristics with reporting of controversial issues, the reasons for these patterns deserve further exploration.  A multitude of factors such as changing social values, changing newsroom recruitment patterns, shifting city demographics, or an evolving sense of a journalist's “interpretive community” (Selizer, 1993; Berkowitz & TerKeurst, 1999) could be contributing to the correlation.  While any mix of these factors, or any others not mentioned, could have affected the coverage of the issue in various newspapers, there is a clear link between city characteristics and newspaper coverage of detainee rights.
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