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	Newspapers and The Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill Hearings: Comparing 		


City Structure and Major City Coverage








ABSTRACT





The Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill hearings ignited an outpouring of newspaper coverage concerned with both individual motives and the issue of sexual harassment in the workplace.  This printed coverage represents a resource that can be examined to test important questions about the relationship between newspaper coverage and the structure of communities or cities where those papers are printed.





Using a newspaper database, locally generated articles published from October 7, 1991, through December, 1992, were analyzed in twenty three major newspapers representing a geographic cross-section of cities in the United States.  A content analysis technique  evaluated both the "amount of attention" an article received in a paper and the "direction" of the article (favorable, unfavorable or balanced/neutral regarding Anita Hill) to yield a single score for each newspaper.  Those scores were compared with a variety of city characteristics to test hypotheses associating several aspects of community structure with reporting variations.





Employing correlation and multiple regression analyses, a few key factors were found strongly associated with reporting legitimizing Anita Hill's testimony.  Occupational status , along with college education,  are the major aspects of community structure linked to reporting favoring Hill; in particular, the higher the percentage of professionals in a city, or the higher the percentage of college graduates, the greater the likelihood Hill will be covered favorably.  Curiously, percentage females  in the workforce has a more modest relation to favorable coverage of Hill.  Nor does percent voting Democratic in the last presidential elections, a measure of political partisanship, have any significant relation to pro-Hill coverage.  From a newspaper/community structure perspective, therefore, the Thomas-Hill hearings appear less a "gender" or "partisan" issue than a "professional" and "educational" issue, of concern to men as well as women.





Among other findings, the higher the percentage of city residents below the poverty level, or the higher the percentage of those who report frequent devotional reading, the less favorable the reporting on Hill.  Both correlation and multiple regression analysis, however, clarify that negative factors account for very little proportion of the variance compared to the positive factors "buffering" population segments from economic dislocation: presence of professionals and high levels of education.





Studying the Thomas-Hill hearings confirms the importance of focusing on the community structures that surround newspapers in order to explain variations in reporting on critical events.  In particular, archival data comparing newspaper databases and city characteristics are significant in exploring variations in political reporting.





�
Introduction





	The Clarence Thomas - Anita Hill hearings are widely thought to have illuminated gender discrimination in the workplace.  Articles written in the aftermath of the hearings have employed that event as a touchstone for feminist and even more general public anger at the insensitivity of policy makers toward an issue that has concerned many women.  In retrospect, the event has been seen as a wakeup call, even a "gender quake"  for women to become more involved in politics and is given partial credit for impressive showings by women senatorial candidates in California, Washington, Illinois and Pennsylvania.


	This retrospective appreciation, however, may not accurately depict how well media presented citizens with a wide range of perspectives at the time.  A key question is: how much wisdom did the presentations of news media introduce into the democratic process at the time?  How well did the  media "frame" or "cue" events so that mere facts being reported were given attention and broader meanings? (1) (Bennett and Manheim, 1993, pg. 333.)


	In their Gulf War report, Bennett and Manheim argue that "the public defines an issue as it is cued by media, and the media as they are cued by policy elites." (2)(Bennett & Manheim, 1993, pg. 332) 	The authors also argue that unless policy elites debate matters early and vehemently in the course of a developing news story, opportunities to cue the public may be lost. (1993, pp. 331-351).  


	Perhaps, as in the Gulf War, the introduction of Anita Hill's testimony in the confirmation process occurred too late to permit a thorough airing of opinions about workplace discrimination among policy elites.  Furthermore, Hill's testimony may have lasted too short a period to yield a substantial debate on discrimination.  And perhaps the past conduct of some Senators in itself inhibited a lively discussion of the issues raised by Hill's charges.  Opportunities to cue and frame events for a public discussion of workplace harassment clearly seem to have been lost.  


	Yet media nevertheless had important choices to make in their coverage of the Thomas-Hill hearings. 	It is clear from Wall Street Journal / Gallup polls taken at the time of the Hill-Thomas hearings and then some time later, that although most of the public believed Thomas (and disbelieved Hill) at the time the hearings occurred, by one year later most of the public believed the law professor's testimony. (3)(McAneny, 1992, pp. 34-35)  The media doubtless played a key role in the evolution of that opinion shift.  


	But to the extent media could have played a more educational role earlier, what held them back?  Why were opportunities for public education missed?  And did some papers perform better than others in cuing and framing issues so that discussion of the discrimination issue could play a considered role in the confirmation process of Judge Thomas?


Community Structure and News Coverage: A National Sample,  a  View of Newspapers as Community Institutions


		From a methodological perspective, this analysis seeks to extend the work of  academic pioneers in the newspaper and community structure literature by adapting it to a national context.   In their classic studies, Tichenor,  Donohue and Olien, for example, have focused essentially on one state, Minnesota (1973, 1980).  Stamm has done pathbreaking theoretical and empirical in-depth survey research on selected cities (4) (1985).  This study, by contrast, is one of the first to apply community structure hypotheses systematically (using modern databases) to a national sample of newspapers.  As a result,  this research makes a contribution through its focus: examining a cross-section of newspapers in major cities throughout the nation to ask how and why some newspapers differ from others in their reporting on the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill hearings.


	The community structure approach can add value to traditional theoretical perspectives examining coverage from either individual or organizational viewpoints.  The main reason a community structure approach has merit in the study of the Clarence Thomas hearings is that, compared to other approaches, it is relatively sensitive to systematic coverage variation.


Individual and Organizational Level Analysis


	Some studies of individual journalists confirm, for example, that they appear to be better educated and sometimes more "liberal" than the population in general.  (See, for example, Johnstone, et. al., 1976; Weaver and Wilhoit, 1985)  Foreign correspondents also share "better-educated", relatively "liberal" perspectives. (5)(See Pollock, 1981.)  Yet however much the individual life histories and political perspectives of journalists differ from the public's in the aggregate, newspapers are also businesses requiring the sale of product to stay in operation, as well as public institutions where a range of issues are displayed and discussed over time.  Perspectives that stray too far from public viewpoints would be disadvantageous for newspapers as economic or community-serving institutions.


	Organizational perspectives on reporting are probably better at documenting similarities across newspapers in news coverage than in tracking reporting variation.  Perspectives such as occupational incentives in the newsgathering profession (Sigal, 1973) or the organization of newsrooms (6) (Tuchman, 1972; 1978) illuminate a great deal about the newsgathering process.  But what they uncover reveals more about what distinct newspaper organizations have in common than how they differ.  


	Since most reporters at most major papers will have access to similar wire service material, there is every reason to expect that reporting on national public affairs issues will generally contain similar perspectives from one paper to the next.  An organizational analysis of newsmaking, therefore, is more likely to yield homogeneous than varied reporting perspectives.


Market and Community Level Analysis


	Both market and community structure perspectives can be useful in testing reporting variation across different newspapers.  It is possible that reporting may differ somewhat according to differences in the market profiles of newspapers, some papers targeting relatively upscale audiences, some targeting less upscale markets.  This perspective is worth pursuing on another occasion, but since this initial analysis focuses on major (mainstream, prominent or upscale) newspaper reporting, it is likely that broad differences in community structures may make a difference, including such factors as: percent of women in the workforce, percent in high status occupations such as professions, percent with economic privilege (such as high median family income or annual family income over $100,000) or educational privilege (percent with four or more years of college).  Communities differ along these structural dimensions, and such differences may give different communities varied "stakes" in different public policy issues.  And those varied "stakes" may be reflected in reporting on those issues in major papers serving those communities.


	 Building on the work of  Tichenor, Donohue & Olien (1968, 1980, 1985), Smith (1984a;1984b); Dearing and Rogers (1992), Pollock and Robinson (1977) and Pollock, Murray & Robinson (1978), the "community structure" approach suggests that community or city characteristics (using aggregate data and demographics) have a great deal to do with reporting on critical events such as nationally important Senate hearings. (7)  


	Tichenor, Donohue and Olien, for example, see newspapers as "mechanisms for community social control that maintain the norms, values and processes of a community, and ... their functions necessarily fit into a pattern that varies predictably according to size and type of community." (8)Tichenor, Donohue and Olien, 1980, pp. 102-103) The community structure approach has been used successfully to compare the effects of such factors as racial composition, religious involvement and poverty level across several cities in reporting on critical events such as Roe v. Wade (Pollock, Robinson & Murray, 1978) and the 1971 prisoner uprising at Attica, a 1976 High Court abortion decision and a Dade County (Miami) referendum revoking the right of homosexuals to non-discrimination in housing. (9)Pollock & Robinson, 1977)


	This focus on community structure and critical events is similar to Lance Bennet's recent exhortation to researchers to join policy formulation and socially relevant research by "discovering what conditions join people, politicians and the press in open, critical public debates about the uses of power." (10)Bennett, 1993, pg. 180).  Instead of pursuing the holy grail of ever more holistic theories, research frames and paradigms in the communication field, Bennett suggests a more modest proposal: "simply carve out broad problem areas and put together the research pieces necessary to say something important about them (constituting) ... ground-up paradigm building." (11)Bennett, 1993, pg. 182)


	The series of case studies of different "issue-situations" proposed by Bennett can embrace a wide range of circumstances (foreign, domestic, technical, moral issues with or without interest groups).  Where Bennett proposes linking content samples of news coverage of these issues with organizational analyses of both journalistic and government decisions, however, this study proposes examining the characteristics of communities or cities where media are located for clues about news coverage.  To examine domestic issues, the ground-up, issue-situation content analysis focus suggested by Bennett can be married to an approach that compares comparable census, demographic and marketing data for different cities to explore how (and eventually why) different city newspapers might portray those events differently, if they do differ.


	Two questions drive this study: how much variation existed in reporting on the Thomas-Hill hearings?  If substantial variation is found, what city characteristics are most closely linked with news reporting differences?   





The Literature on Sexual Harassment in the Media: A Recent Concern


	Coverage of the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill hearings ignited an outpouring of newspaper coverage concerned with both individuals' motives and the issue of sexual harassment.  Until recently, however,  there has been a paucity of literature in the communications field focusing on sexual harassment in the workplace. 


	Some studies in the Journal of Communication, for example, focus broadly on the concept of gender and examine its centrality as an organizing perspective for research on gender "systems" (Rakow, autumn, 1986); gender as a primary category of social organization (Dervin, fall, 1987); the way gender politics produce a "socially structured silence" in the information society (Jansen, summer, 1989); and development communication and the challenge of feminism (12)Steeves, summer, 1993).   Other studies focus more specifically on concrete instances of gender distortion, illuminating, for example, the attitudinal effects of filmed violence against women (Linz, et. al., 1984); the persistence of female stereotypes in the way success for women is defined in books (Bate & Self,  1983); the depiction of women in music videos (Brown & Campbell, 1986);  and in magazine photographs ( Sparks & Fehlner, 1986);  in children's literature (Moore & Mae,  1987);  in microcomputer training (Brunet & Proulx, 1989); and in television advertising (13)Myers & Biocca,  1992).


	Yet few studies focus concretely on sexual workplace harrassment and the way that issue is communicated in the media, or the relation betweeen that coverage and audience or community characteristics.    Sexual violence, harassment  and sexual activity on television and in movies have been explored. (Larson, 1991; Peterson, 1991; Smith, 1991;  Weaver, 1992)  Some communication studies do focus on harassment, from the broad concept of "street harassment" (Kissling, 1991) to recognizing and managing sexual harassment in the workplace, recognizing levels of "immediacy" (Gordon, 1991);  gender differences in perceptions of what constitutes harrassment (Booth-Butterfield, 1989; Johnson, 1991;  Sheffey and Tindale, 1992);  the ineffectiveness of victims' "stop" messages (Bingham & Burleson, 1990); and educational programs using interpersonal communication messages. (Bingham, 1991)  	And some studies have dealt directly with sexual harassment or persistent gender inequities in the journalism profession itself  (14)Konrad, 1986; Smith, Fredin & Nardone, 1990;  Schweitzer & Miller, 1991; and Pomerantz, 1992).   In general, however, little is written about the way sexual workplace harassment is covered in mass media.


	Regarding articles on the Thomas hearings themselves,  the general scholarly literature includes some examples illuminating sexual workplace harassment: an article in Social Work, titled "It Was Not Our Finest Hour,  (Hartman, 1992, pp. 3-4); an article by Sheldon Stark on "Sexual Harassment in the Workplace, Lessons from the Thomas-Hill Hearings", in Trial (Stark, 1992, pp. 118-121) explaining why Anita Hill waited ten years to report Thomas; and a 1992 collection of articles about the aftermath of Justice Thomas' confirmation, produced by  The Black Scholar, titled Court of Appeals , containing several articles unfavorable to Thomas.(16)  Even in this group, few scholarly critiques of media coverage are apparent.  An exception is M.J. Boyd's "Collard Greens, Clarence Thomas and the High-Tech Rape of Anita Hill", a critique of the way Hill was portrayed on television. (16)Boyd, 1992, pp.43-46) 


	Accusations of Media Bias in the Thomas-Hill Hearings


	Scholars apart, some journalists did examine critically the role of journalists in reporting the Thomas-Hill hearings.  In one important respect the very presence of Anita Hill at the Clarence Thomas nomination hearings is due to media influence.  According to several news sources, Nina Totenberg, a journalist with National Public Radio, discovered an affidavit that Hill telefaxed to the Senate Judiciary Committee.  Totenberg's revelations related to that document lit a major spark that initiated the Hill controversy and testimony.(17)Boot, 1992, p. 26)  Yet available evidence does not confirm conclusively that media generally adopted either a pro-Hill or anti-Hill stance during the Thomas hearings.  Evidence can be marshalled to support both perspectives.


	The Center for Media in Public Affairs in Washington, D.C., for example,  after studying 220 network news broadcasts and newspaper articles, concluded that four out of five individuals quoted in news stories supported Thomas. (18)Boot, 12992, p. 27)  Consistently, Peter Dykstra, writing in The Progressive, urges that some journalists had reason not to be sympathetic to Hill's allegations.  Dykstra suggests that two people who diminished Hill's credibility, Juan Williams of the Washington Post and John McLaughlin of The McLaughlin Group, had themselves been accused of sexual harassment either contemporaneously or in the past. (19)Dykstra, 1991, p. 11)


	Yet other opinions differ sharply, suggesting that reporters were out to block Thomas by exploiting a news leak.  Writing in the Columbia Journalism Review, William Boot reports that many conservatives were convinced of the media's pro-Hill bias, a position articulated by Brent Baker's Media Research Center.  And as Boot points out, the Wall Street Journal accused the Washington Post and The New York Times of "taking a 'politically correct' pro-Hill approach to the issue." (20 )Boot, 1992, p. 9)


	With media playing such a critical and controversial role in the inception and evolution of the Thomas-Hill hearings, events that were to achieve the status of a sea-change in gender politics in the United States,  the precise direction of media coverage and the environmental or structural factors associated with coverage variation clearly deserve attention.  	Yet no research has been found examining systematically the content of  �
Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill newspaper coverage in relation to the communities the newspapers serve.  


		The evidence presented thus far suggests that individual perspectives of reporters and editors may produce specific, idiosyncratic views on sexual harassment.  But the larger context remains unmapped.  Initial inspection of newspaper coverage of Hill's testimony suggests that the articles accomplishing the most in "framing" or "cuing" readers about workplace sexual harassment -- presenting Hill's charges in historical or legal context -- also tended to present Hill and her testimony as credible and a reasonable account of challenges women face in the modern workplace.  Did some newspapers clearly favor Hill more than others, displaying distinct patterns in legitimizing or delegitimizing Anita Hill's charges?  Did those patterns correspond to specific characteristics of cities where each newspaper is published?





Hypotheses


	A review of the theoretical and empirical literature on ties between community structure and newspaper reporting yields six clusters of  hypotheses in this exploration of reporting on Anita Hill during the Clarence Thomas hearings, concerning: media and city variations; gender variation; political partisanship;  quality of life/lifestyle advantage;  ethnic identity and belief system differences.


	Media and City Variations


	Size


	In the pioneering series of studies conducted by Tichenor, Donohue and Olien, partially summarized in Community Conflict and the Press (1980), larger cities or communities are believed (and found) to display a wider range of group interests and perspectives than smaller communities, due to the greater social differentiation and stratification found in larger cities.  This "structural pluralism" is also presumed associated with a wide range of viewpoints expressed in relatively large newspapers, which Tichenor, et. al. find are more likely than smaller papers to serve as crucibles for the negotiation of community concerns and conflicts. (21)Since a wider range of viewpoints will likely include viewing women as well as men as professionals with accompanying rights and responsibilities, applying these perspectives to coverage of Anita Hill:


	H1  The larger the city, the more favorable the coverage of the Anita Hill (Source: 		          City and County Extra)(22); and


	H2  The larger a newspaper's circulation size, the more likely coverage of Anita 		          Hill 		is to be favorable. (Source: Gale's Directory))


	Media Saturation


	Consistent with their projections on community size, Tichenor, et. al. expect media abundance to be associated with a plurality of perspectives on critical events.  The greater the number of media outlets, the greater the opportunity for the expression of a variety of viewpoints on important issues.(23)  Accordingly, regarding Anita Hill coverage:


	H3  The greater the number of television stations in a city, the more favorable the 		            expected newspaper coverage of Anita Hill. (Source: Gale Directory of 							             	          Publications and Media Sources)


	H4  The greater the number of radio stations in a city, the more favorable a 		          paper's 		coverage of Anita Hill.(Source: Gale Directory)


	Gender Variation


	Percentage of Women in the Workforce.   Workforce presence is an indicator of economic influence in family matters and in purchasing power, and is one index of the relative economic influence and authority of women in a city.  Therefore:


	H5   The higher the percentage of women in the workforce, the more likely pro-Hill 		            coverage. (City and County Extra)


	Percentage of Working Women with Children Under Age Six.  Working women with children under school age face special workplace dilemmas and can be expected to demonstrate high levels of sensitivity to workplace discrimination.  As a result:


	H6   The higher the percentage of women in with children under age six, the greater 	              the 		expected support for Anita Hill. (City and Country Extra and Lifestyle 	              Market 		Analyst )


	Political Partisanship


	Media presentations of remarks by members of the Senate Judiciary Committee questioning Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill, in particular electronic media depictions, suggested a high level of political partisanship in the interrogations.  Predictably, Republicans, especially Senator Arlen Spector of Pennsylvania, appeared to challenge Hill's assertions sharply and to display support for President Bush's nominee, Clarence Thomas.


	By contrast, Democrats showed skepticism toward Judge Thomas' qualifications or character and appreciation for Professor Hill's testimony.  Accordingly:  


	H7  The higher the percentage of citizens who vote for Democrats in a city, the more 		            likely a city's major paper is to legitimize Anita Hill.(The Election Data         		            Book)


	Since not every city held senatorial elections in 1991, the election date chosen for comparative purposes is the 1992 presidential elections, for which all citizens are eligible to vote.  Specifically, if partisanship is important, the higher the percentage of a city's citizens who voted Democratic in the 1992 presidential elections, the greater a city paper's expected support for Anita Hill.


	Quality of Life/Lifestyle Advantage: The "Buffer Hypothesis"


	According to Keith Stamm in his pathbreaking theoretical and empirical work collected in Newspapers and Community Ties: Toward a Dynamic Theory (1985), amenity-rich  environments, those with higher quality of life measures, are those most likely to attract knowledgeable, educated citizens and to have the best prospects for prosperity. (24) By extension, the more "lifestyle advantage" a city enjoys, the more likely a city paper is to be open to reasonable efforts to change or be able to evaluate proposed changes less in terms of immediate economic scarcity or uncertainty than in terms of long-term values and gains.  


	A narrow economic perspective of reporting on Anita Hill might evoke what might be called a "buffer" hypothesis.  The more individuals in a city who are "buffered" from scarcity and uncertainty (including crime), the less likely they are to hold to traditional political values and social values that have denied women access to political and economic influence.


	Quality of Life vs. Crime Rate


	It is reasonable to expect, for example,  that the greater the lifestyle advantage in a city,  the more likely a city's major paper is to display reporting perspectives open to varied political, social or ethnic viewpoints.  The higher the average levels of income or the greater the proportion of college-educated citizens, or the lower the crime rate, the more receptive a city can be predicted to be toward change.  Conversely, the less lifestyle advantage a city manifests, the less appreciative a city's paper is to likely to be regarding diverse social, economic, political or ethnic perspectives.  


	For example, the higher the incidence of crime victimization or assault (per 100,000 population) in a city, the higher the probability of coverage delegitimizing Anita Hill.  Clarence Thomas was well known as a "law and order" justice, tough on criminals.  Cities with relatively high rates of crime or assault are likely to be associated with civic concern that these activities be dramatically reduced, therefore support for Clarence Thomas is likely.  Conversely, the lower incidence of crime or assault in a city, the more likely a major newspaper's coverage will be favorable toward Anita Hill.


	Therefore, considering expectations associated with both higher and lower quality of life: 


	H8  The more highly rated a city is on overall quality of life indicators, the more 	              likely 		a city's major paper is to display favorable reporting on Anita Hill.                             (Sources: 		America's Top-Ranked Cities; Places Rated Almanac); and     	              conversely,


	H9  The higher the crime rate in a city, the less likely a paper is to display favorable 																														    	              reporting  perspectives on Anita Hill. (Source: Uniform Crime Reports)


	Occupational Status.  


	In Anita Hill's circumstances, one aspect of lifestyle advantage that characterizes cities deserves special attention: the proportions of professionals who live there.   For example, individuals employed in professional jobs may not experience the same type of job uncertainty felt by blue collar workers.  Professional employees are often more secure in their positions;  prolonged education makes them especially prepared and knowledgeable in their fields. They may therefore feel less threatened by change (such as the emergence of large numbers of women professionals) than are those who lack the education and knowledge necessary for professional careers.


	Conversely, one aspect of lifestyle disadvantage might be characterized by the proportions of non-professionals or non-executives who live in a city.  Cities with a greater percentage of blue collar workers, workers whose positions can be eliminated through new technologies or exporting of jobs abroad, may be less likely to accept change.  


	In general, the higher the proportion of professionals (or executives, or white collar workers) in a city, the more likely that city's reporting is expected to favor Anita Hill.  It might be suggested that occupational status is not likely to predict reporting perspectives for or against Anita Hill, since both Hill and Thomas are professionals (lawyers).  Yet it is precisely because they are both professionals that other professionals are likely to sympathize with Hill's dilemma.


	A profession is defined as an occupation with a long period of training in abstract knowledge, rigorous requirements such as examinations for admission to the profession, and a clear code of ethics that are enforced. (For example, medical doctors can lose their licenses and lawyers can be disbarred.) People who consider themselves "professionals" view their occupations -- and the requirements they passed to enter those careers -- as different from other occupations.  


	The code of ethics, in particular, sets a professional apart from people who simply work at a "job".  It is the code of ethics, for example, that helps someone decide whether to obey the orders of an employer of the moment, when ethical decisions must be made, or to consider overriding the code of ethics of one's profession, loyalty to which is supposed to transcend the immediate concerns of any particular employer.


	From this perspective, Hill's charges against Thomas are especially reprehensible, because they suggest not simply that Thomas may have taken advantage of his position as supervisor to abuse Hill, but also that in so doing he violated a profoundly respected set of professional guidelines about the way professionals are supposed to treat clients, direct reports and other employees.  To a professional, therefore, Hill's charges against Thomas are especially troublesome not only because they suggest an insensitivity to a lawyer's code of ethics in particular, or an insensitivity to a presumed steadfast sense of propriety associated with the exalted position of justice of the U.S. Supreme Court.


	The charges are unsettling also because the accusations against Thomas throw into question, in a public forum, the sense of propriety and high purpose claimed and esteemed by all professionals everywhere.  All professionals in all professions were hurt by the public accusations against Thomas, and it would be reasonable to expect some sympathy with Anita Hill as a result.


Accordingly:


	H10  The higher the percentage of professionals or executives/managers in a city, the 		            more likely a paper is to display favorable perspectives on Anita Hill.     	              (Source: 										City and County Extra);  conversely, 


	H11   The higher the percentage of blue collar workers in a city, the less likely a 	            paper 								is to display favorable perspectives Anita Hill. (City and County 	            Extra)


	Income and Education.  


	Consistent with expectations about higher occupational status and coverage favoring Hill, higher income and education or awareness levels are expected associated with a greater interest in and tolerance for diverse viewpoints, and therefore with relatively pro-Hill coverage. 


	Income:  The higher the median household income (or proportion of those with incomes over $100,000) in a city, the more likely the coverage will legitimize Anita Hill.  It is predicted that cities with more people earning higher incomes will be highly sensitive to the quality of the workplace environment; and therefore to sexual harassment in the workplace.  Or, from a more narrow economic -- buffer hypothesis -- perspective,  families who are more financially secure may not feel as threatened by affirmative action as are families who are not as economically fortunate.   Similar to privilege in the form of education and professional status, economic privilege is generally hypothesized to be "buffered" from economic dislocation and therefore available for sensistivity to human rights issues. (Cite Cuba paper)  The concept of the "upper class liberal", exemplified in the presidencies of Franklin Roosevelt and John Kennedy, are examples of this expectation.  Conversely, the lower the city's median household income, the higher the likelihood that major newspapers will delegitimize Anita Hill.


	H12  The higher the median income of citizens in a city, the more likely a city 		       	              newspaper is 	to display favorable perspectives in reporting on Anita Hill 	              (Lifestyle 		Market 		Analyst); and


	H13  The higher the proportion of city residents with annual family incomes of  		            $100,000 		 or 		more, the more likely a city newspaper is to display favorable 	              perspectives in 			reporting on Anita Hill. (Lifestyle Market Analyst)


	Education (16 years+):  The higher the percentage of people with 16 or more years of education (at least college graduates) in a city , the more likely the coverage will favor Anita Hill.  It is predicted that the presence of citizens with this many years of education will encourage appreciation for a wider scope of experiences and a willingness to consider unexplored topics, as well as support for educational and occupational opportunities for women specifically..  Conversely, the lower the percentage of people with 16 or more years of education, the less likelihood that a major newspaper will be favorable toward Anita Hill.


  Therefore:  	


	H14   The higher the percentage of citizens with four or more years of college in a 	              city, the 								more favorable ;the coverage of Anita Hill. (City and County 	              Extra)


	Unemployment and Poverty Levels


		Hypotheses linking unemployment and poverty levels to news coverage are essentially the inverse of the hypothesized relation between higher income and coverage of Anita Hill.  Since higher income is associated with an appreciation of workplace diversity and sensitivity to workplace discrimination, less abundance or "buffering" in the form of relatively high unemployment or poverty levels is predicted associated with coverage delegitimizing Hill. 


	Hill's testimony appeared to harm Thomas' chances for upward mobility.  Cities with relatively high levels of unemployment or percentages of citizens below the poverty level may display news coverage at least skeptical, if not disapproving of someone who is a comfortable professional interfering with someone else reaching for a desired occupational goal.  Thomas was viewed as someone who had worked hard to advance himself.  As Grahm notes in 1992 Current Biography Yearbook, "Leola Thomas held the family together, by picking crabmeat and working as a housecleaner, until their house burned down when Thomas was seven." (25)Grahm, 1992, p. 567) 


	Presumably, in cities with a higher proportion of people in poverty or unemployed, there is a high likelihood of coverage legitimizing Thomas and delegitimizing Hill because there would exist widespread disapproval of last minute efforts to halt a hard-working, upwardly mobile individual from reaching a prestigious position.  Conversely, the lower the percentage of people below the poverty line, or the lower the percentage of unemployed, the greater the likelihood that major news coverage will favor Anita Hill.   Accordingly:


	H15  The higher the proportion of citizens with incomes below the poverty level, the 	              less likely a paper is to display favorable perspectives on Anita Hill. (City 	              and County Extra)


	H16  The higher the proportion of citizens who are unemployed in a city, the less 	              likely a 		paper is to display favorable perspectives on Anita Hill. (City 		            and County Extra)


	Community Imbeddedness


	Both Morris Janowitz (1952) and Keith Stamm (1985) suggest that communities with high proportions of long-term residents are somewhat less open to change than are communities with lower proportions of residents with long-held placeholder stakes.  Extrapolating from that perspective to the specifics of the Anita Hill/Clarence Thomas case:


	H17  The greater the proportion of homeowners (as opposed to renters) in a city, the 	              less 		likely a paper is to display favorable perspectives on Anita Hill. (City 	              and County 		Extra)


	Ethnic Identity	


	It is predicted that cities with greater proportions of Blacks will register resentment against Hill for not supporting a member of her own race.   Although editors and publishers of African-AMerican newspapers were anti-Thomas, polls taken at the time revealed that African-American people, the public, was clearly pro-Thomas.   "Leroy Thomas, a Black cabbie and TV talk�show host in Georgia 	opposed Thomas's judicial philosophy but saids, 'I'm against what she did...I don't think anyone looking out for the race would have done what Anita Hill did" (26)Dawson, 1992, p.  1E).  Conversely, the lower the percentage of Blacks in a city, the more likely coverage will legitimize Hill.	


	H18   The higher the percentage of Blacks in a city, the more favorable 		the coverage 		            of the 		Anita Hill (City and County Extra)


	Belief System


	The higher the proportion of a city's population engaged in traditional religious activities, the less likely that city or city's major newspaper is to condone change.  Certainly Anita Hill's position as a law professor represents change in the United States.  Accordingly, high proportions of city residents engaged in devotional reading can be predicted associated with relatively unfavorable coverage of  Anita Hill.


	More specifically, the higher the percentage of Catholics in a city, the higher the probability of the coverage exhibiting an unfavorable attitude toward Anita Hill.  It is predicted that cities with a greater proportion of Catholics will support Thomas because of his well known position against abortion.  It is expected that the lower percentage of Catholics in a city, the higher the likelihood the coverage will legitimize Anita Hill.		  


	H19  The higher the percentage of city residents engaged in devotional reading, the 	              less likely a paper is to display favorable coverage of Anita Hill. (Lifestyle 	              Market 		Analyst)	


	H20  The higher the percentage of Catholics in a city, the less likely a paper is to 																			            	              display favorable coverage of Anita Hill (Catholic Almanac)





Methodology


	For the purpose of this analysis, a total of  463 articles printed from October 7, 1991, when Anita Hill first testified,  through December 31, 1992, after which article frequency dropped off sharply,  were measured and evaluated using the DIALOG Computer Information Program newspaper database available to college libraries.  All locally generated articles on Hill's testimony or its implications over one paragraph in length printed in the stated time period were sampled in twenty three newspapers representing a geographic cross-section of the United States (See Table 2.)


	Each article was read and given two scores in order to calculate a Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance. (27)  The first was an attention or display score, which is a total numerical rating from 3 to 16 points based on the following criteria: placement (front page prominent, front page non-prominent, inside prominent or other), headline word count, length of article word count and photograph (with/without caption).   This research method measured the significance of an article based on the way it was displayed in the newspaper publication.  The higher the number of assigned points, the more "attention" the article received.


	The second, or "direction" score was derived from evaluation of article content.  The nominal measurements of favorable, unfavorable or balanced/neutral toward Anita Hill were assigned to each newspaper article.  A major challenge for this content analysis method is to ensure that "favorable" articles do indeed legitimize Anita Hill, "unfavorable" articles do indeed criticize Anita Hill, etc.  Examples follow:  


 	Coverage "favorable" to Hill included articles praising Hill's credibility ("she has nothing to gain", "bravery"); or criticizing Hill's treatment in the hearings (as "sickening", "adversarial" and generating a "backlash").   Articles were also considered favorable to Hill if she was praised in the context of disparaging Thomas (as "idiot", "sexually out of control", "unstable"); disparaging men generally (as "preoccupied with sex").  An article that simply attacked Thomas would not be considered a pro-Hill article;





 	Coverage "unfavorable" to Hill included articles denigrating Hill (as "venomous" or "mudslinging", attempting to "smear" Thomas, "ridiculous" or creating a "complete fabrication"); and belittling the hearings (as "catastrophic", "unfair", a "fiasco" or a "political sham").  Articles legitimizing Thomas as "honorable", "wise" or "decent" were not necessarily viewed as anti-Hill, since it was possible for journalists to praise or criticize both celebrities simultaneously.





 	"Balanced/neutral" coverage demonstrated concern for the fairness of the hearings and the reputation of the Senate Judiciary Committee and the judicial selection process, including "harassment from both sides", a "hostile environment", a "sharply divided" judiciary committee, "racism" and a potential "constitutional conflict".





	After evaluating article direction with this threefold classification, a systematic subsample of half the articles was coded by two researchers and yielded a Holsti's Coefficient of Intercoder Reliability of .87.  Each article's attention score and its directional score (favorable, unfavorable or balanced/neutral) were then used to calculate the Janis�Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance for each newspaper (Janis & Fadner, 1965).  The resulting statistic, which can vary between +1.00 and �1.00, permitted quantitative comparisons of each newspaper's coverage of the Clarence Thomas/Anita Hill hearings.  Articles using the Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance in communication research have been accepted for publication in such journals as Comparative Politics, Society, Journalism Quarterly, Newspaper Research Journal and the edited, refereed collection Communication Yearbook. (See respectively Hurwitz, Green & Segal, 1976; Pollock & Robinson, 1977; Pollock, Murray & Robinson, 1978; Pollock, et. al., forthcoming; and Pollock & Guidette, 1980). Papers using the Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance have also been presented at professional conferences. (28)(See Table 1.) 


Table 1


 Single-Score Content Analysis: The Janis-Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance


Definitions


	f = the sum of the attention scores coded "favorable"


	u = the sum of the attention scores coded "unfavorable"


	n = the sum of the attention scores coded "neutral/balanced"


	r = f + u + n





If f>u (or if the sum of the "favorable" attention scores is greater than the sum of the "unfavorable" attention scores), then use the following formula:





	Coefficient of Favorable Imbalance


              2


C(f) =  (f    - fu)


          _______                                             Answer lies between 0 and +1


                  2


	  r


If f<u (or if the sum of the "unfavorable" attention scores is greater than the sum of the "favorable" attention scores), then use the following formula:





	Coefficient of Unfavorable Imbalance


                     2


C(u) =  (fu  - u  )


          _______                                             Answer lies between 0 and -1


                  2


	  r











	Positive scores indicated the legitimizing of Anita Hill, while negative scores revealed the delegitimizing of Anita Hill.  To test ten major hypotheses, seventeen variables were chosen as factors possibly contributing to legitimizing or delegitimizing coverage.  Correlation and regression analyses were used to test the hypotheses.  


Results


	All but three of the Coefficients of Imbalance are positive, suggesting that major newspapers throughout the nation were at least somewhat sensitive to the position of Anita Hill.  Yet there was sufficient variation to pose the question: what city demographics and structural characteristics are associated most and least strongly with that variation?


Table 2


  Janis�Fadner Coefficient of Imbalance


                   Washington Post    	.320


	        San Francisco Chronicle	.257	        


                   Boston Globe            	.190


	        Seattle Times                  	.178


                   Philadelphia Inquirer          	.110


                   Albany Times-Union           	.090


	        New Orleans Times-Picayune	.071


                   Houston Post                     	.085


                   Arizona Republic (Phoenix)	.071


	        Orlando Sentinel	.067


	        Oregonian (Portland)	.062


 	        Buffalo News	.0548


	        Lexington Herald-Leader	.0547


                   New York Times                	.042


                   Los Angeles Times          	.032


                   Chicago Tribune              	.016


                   Atlanta Journal-Constitution	.011


                   Detroit Free Press             	.013


                   St. Louis Post-Dispatch    	.009


                   Charlotte Observer          	.004


	        Dayton Daily News                   -.013


	        Pittsburgh Post-Gazette            -.020


	        Commercial Appeal (Memphis)-.063





	Occupational and Educational Status Strongly Associated with Pro-Hill 		Coverage


	Correlation analysis documents the importance of occupational and educational categories as key factors associated with reporting relatively favorable to Anita Hill.  Correlation analysis, for example, finds that two major indicators of occupational and educational status are associated strongly with pro-Hill reporting. (See Table 3)


Table 3


Pearson Correlations


		                             Correlation               Probability*


      Percent Professionals          	.78	.0001


      Percent College Educated               	.73	.0001


      Percent Below the Poverty Level           -.44	.0363


      Percent Engaged in Devotional Reading  -.42	.0489 


      Percent Women in Workforce           	.40 	.0581


 


*Only correlations significant at about the .05 probability level or better are reported.





	Consistent with evidence that the presence of professionals in a city is associated with relatively favorable reporting on Hill  (r= .78; p = .0001) is the finding that cities with higher proportions of college graduates are more likely to be associated with coverage legitimizing Hill (r=.73; p = .0363).  Congruently, the statistical association linking the proportions of professionals and college educated residents in a city is quite high (r=.92; p= .0001).


	Economic Circumstances Have a Slight Relation to Reporting Delegitimizing 	Hill


	Only one indicator measuring the economic health or income distribution in a city is slightly associated with coverage of Hill.  Percent below the poverty level is somewhat negatively associated with coverage of Hill (r=-.44; p=.0363), while level of unemployment, median income in a city and percent with family income over $100,000 are not linked significantly to coverage of Anita Hill.  Gross economic indicators, measuring large, aggregate factors, are not as powerful as the specifics of occupational and educational categories ( professional or college educated) in their association with reporting legitimizing or delegitimizing Hill.


	Devotional Reading Also Somewhat Associated with Negative Coverage of 	Anita Hill


	The expectation that a higher proportion of Catholic membership in a city would be linked to relatively pro-Thomas or anti-Hill coverage is disconfirmed.  There is little relation between the two factors.  It was predicted that a high Catholic presence in a city might be associated with pro-Thomas support because of his well known position against abortion.  It is possible, however, that American Catholics may be open to a wide range of options in today's society, contrary to official positions on such controversial issues as abortion and contraception.  


	Yet percent engaged in devotional reading is indeed linked to anti-Hill coverage (r= -.42; p= .0489).  The predicted association between devotional reading and traditional perspectives on women may help explain the clear association between this activity and negative perspectives on Hill.  


	Women in Workforce only Modestly Associated with Coverage of  Hill, 	Contrary to Prediction


	The association betwen percent woemn in the workforce and coverage favoring Hill is only marginally significant (r= .40; p= .0581).  The predicted association between percent women with children under six and coverage of Hill is not significant at all.  The finding that professional and educational accomplishment matter more than gender accomplishment suggests that coverage of Anita Hill was of concern not only to working women, but also to a larger audience of relatively well-educated, professionally accomplished citizens generally, both women and men.  This finding is consistent with Hill's own subsequent statements thanking both men and women for support, as well as voting results in California, Washington  and Illinois, where women senators were subsequently elected by voters of both genders.  	


	City and Media Characteristics, as well as Crime Rate, not Significantly 	Associated with Coverage of Hill


	Contrary to several hypotheses, city size and circulation size, as well as the presence of multiple television or radio stations, are not significantly associated with coverage of Anita Hill.  City size may be broad a category at the national level to achieve much predictive specificity.  Meida characteristics such as circulatioin and number of electronic media stations, by contast, may be categories that are too narrow to capture citywide orientations toward the law professor from Oklahoma.  Standard sociological categories such as percent professionals and percent college-educated are display the strongest associations with coverage of Hill.


	Percent Black and Political Partisanship, Contrary to Expectation, Have Little 	Relation to Coverage Favoring or Disfavoring Anita Hill


	It was expected that high proportions of Black citizens would be associated with coverage delegitimizing Hill because she was interfering with the elevation of a highly accomplished Black professional to one of the most distinguished positions in American society.   But percent Black has essentially no correlation at all with coverage favoring Hill , a null finding.  Suggesting there is no automatic "Black" view on the Thomas-Hill hearings is consistent with the view that there are many different political and social perspectives present among African Americans today (29)See, for example, Gates, 1994.).


	Political partisanship likewise has a weak relation to reporting favoring or opposing Anita Hill.  Despite the conventional wisdom that the hearings were highly partisan, there is little evidence that percent voting Democratic in a city has any significant relation to reporting favoring or opposing Anita Hill.  


	Regression Analysis Confirms the Importance of Positive Indicators (Percent 	Professionals and College Educated) Over Negative Indicators (Percent Below 	the Poverty Level and Percent Engaged in Devotional Reading)


	A MAXR regression analysis confirms what the correlations have suggested, that percent professionals in a city is the most powerful variable associated with coverage favoring Anita Hill.  The analysis also suggests that variables negatively or inversely associated with that favorable coverage (such as percent below the poverty level or percent engaged in devotional reading) are less important.


	MAXR regression (using the SAS computer language) is a stepwise multiple regression predicting the combined effect of different variables on a single dependent variable, in this case coverage supporting Anita Hill.  In this technique, the best single variable predicting the outcome is found, then the best (most powerful) two-variable combination is selected, then the most potent three-variable combination, etc., so that the relative potency of the combined variables can be measured (30).  (See Table 4.)


Table 4


Regressions Predicting Level of Support for Anita Hill


Best 2-variable Model *





Variable          Parameter Esimate    F         Probability


Professionals            .0301             25.95          .0001  	


  (%professionals


   in a city)


Blue Collar               .0328             5.84            .0265


  (% in a city)





Equation


	R-Square            .78


	F                   32.27


	Probability        .0001


	N                  21


Incremental R-Square (Beta Weights)


	Professional        .71


	Blue Collar          .07 	  


	*Percent engaged in devotional reading and percent Catholic were not included in 	the regression analysis because information for two cities was incomplete.





       	The equation predicting the greatest amount of variance with the fewest number of variables is the two-variable model shown in Table 4.  In regression equations permitting up to eleven independent variables, two emerged as most powerful in accounting for most of the variance.  The top one is percent professionals, accounting for 71 percent of the variance.  The other one is percent blue collar workers, accounting for 7 percent of the variance, for a combined total of 78 percent of the variance.  


	By reducing drastically the predictive power of the educational variable, regression analysis suggests that professional and educational accomplishment are essentially measuring the same dimension and that education in this case may be a "mask" for professional achievement. The only other variable that can be added to the regression equation (while maintaining the 5 percent level of significance) is percent blue collar workers, which adds little explanatory power, accounting for only 7 percent of the variance. 


	Both correlation and regression analysis confirm the importance of positive factors associated with pro-Hill coverage: the presence of professionals (with both correlation and regression analysis) and educated citizens(with correlation analysis).  The same analysis also reveals that negative factors such as percent below the poverty levels and percent engaged in devotional reading are relatively unimportant compared to more "positive" factors.  The conventional wisdom on reporting is that bad news drives out good.  In this instance, some key structural conditions of cities, percent professionals and percent college educated, are associated with relatively positive reporting on Anita Hill and appear to transcend both city economic and religious circumstances..  





Conclusion and Implications for Further Research


	From a Newspaper Perspective, the Anita Hill-Clarence Thomas Hearings 	May Have Been as Much a Professional and Educational Issue as a Gender or 			Political Issue


	The extremely high correlation between percent of professionals in a city and coverage favoring Anita Hill (r=.78; p=.0001), as well as the regression analysis finding that percent professional is the single most powerful factor predicting variation in coverage of Anita Hill, accounting for 71 percent of the variance, confirm that this factor, percent of professionals in a city, is the pivotal dimension associated with differences in coverage of Anita Hill.  


	An additional finding reveals that percent of working women in a city is only marginally related to variations in coverage of Hill.  For newspapers, the key dimension of the Thomas-Hill hearings may not have been the "gender quake" that it was widely perceived to represent, but rather a "professional quake" of major proportions.  The proportion of professionals and college-educated residents in a city are excellent predictors of coverage favoring Hill.  


	This finding suggests that men as well as women may have been disturbed by the Thomas-Hill hearings, among the group considered "professionals".  And perhaps that "professional" group, not women alone, had a great deal to do with the subsequent election of women senators in California, Washington and Illinois, and the near election of a senator in Pennsylvania.  To the extent this finding is confirmed through further research on other workplace discrimination critical events, it suggests that workplace discrimination is not simply a women's issue: it is an issue that profoundly concerns men and women everywhere who consider themselves "professionals".


	Community Structure Can be Strongly Associated with Important Variations 	in Reporting on Critical Events


	The power of one key variable in a community -- percent professionals --to account for 71 percent of the variation in coverage of the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill hearings is a clear indicator that the community structure approach outlined in this study is valid and useful.  It suggests that the cuing and framing engaged in by newspapers in coverage of critical events may be embedded in some relatively stable characteristics of the communities where those newspapers publish.  


	The community structure approach also suggests that relatively changeable factors, such as the politics of gender and the politics of partisan election campaigns  -- issues tied to electioneering issues or the immediacies of political loss and gain -- may be less important than some of the enduring structural characteristics of communities that constrain reporting when critical events arise.  The community structure approach deserves testing across a larger number of cities and across a wide range of critical events, including not only hearings, but also referenda, judicial decisions, and other key political events that, in addition to elections, affect popular understanding of the political process.


	A community structure perspective provides a framework that complements the theories and approaches that emphasize news outcomes as the product of newsgathering conventions (e.g.,  Tuchman, 1978; Danzger, 1975; Manoff & Schudson, 1987) on the one hand;  and on the other hand, approaches that emphasize some of the more frequently cited "structural" forces at work in the media marketplace (31)Ginsberg. 1986; Merriam, 1989).  Comparing different approaches allows scholars to reach beyond the view that media simply "mirror" reality to a more complex vision of news making is a complex process in which "the news represents an ongoing struggle among various competing social interests over the meaning of modern life and the definition of modern problems." 32)(Wasserman, et. al., 1994, pg. 65)


	An Archival Approach is Significant in Exploring the Relation Between 	Communities and Newspaper Coverage


	An effort to compare coverage in different cities often stops at the content analysis stage, simply measuring, sometimes in sophisticated ways, variations in coverage from one newspaper to the next.  Payne and Mercuri, for example, analyzed one months's coverage of Magic Johnson's announcement that he was HIV positive, using some imaginative content analysis techniques to uncover variations in coverage across the United States (33)Payne & Mercuri, 1993).  Yet that study, like some other excellent scholarly efforts, sought and found considerable consensus among newspapers.  It did not attempt to measure newspaper variation in a systematic way, nor did it try to link variations to differences in the structure or demographics of different cities.


	The present study uses several materials available in libraries -- newspaper databases and reference works on cities and markets -- to amass material that is already archived.  Without the funding required to launch professional attitude surveys among different cities in order to measure city variation that way, it is possible to use an "archival" approach, accessing library facilities and using appropriate methods of content analysis, to test specific hypotheses about the relation of community characteristics and reporting outcomes for specific issue events.


	The power of this approach is confirmed in the findings: high correlations and large amounts of variance explained.  Whether in further studies of the Clarence Thomas-Anita Hill hearings or of other critical events, the archival approach deserves further exploration.  
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