
 

BIO 172: TOPICS: ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY 
DR. KEITH W. PECOR 
 

LECTURE: T/F 8:00AM – 9:20AM 
         BIOLOGY BUILDING 208 
LAB: F 9:30AM – 12:20PM 
          BIOLOGY BUILDING 145 
 

INSTRUCTOR ACCESSIBILITY 
My office is Biology Building 130, and I will hold office hours 9:30AM-12:20PM on Tuesdays.  

You may also schedule an appointment to meet with me outside of office hours.  My office 

telephone number is 609-771-2460, and my email address is pecor@tcnj.edu.  Email is my 

preferred method of communication about course matters, and I normally respond to messages 

received during the school week within 24 hours of receipt.  Messages received by 5PM on the 

day before an exam will be answered the same day.  Messages received during a weekend or 

break will be answered by the end of the first school day after the weekend or break.  I do not 

check Canvas messages; please use the campus email system. 

 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
An in-depth exploration of a focused topic of current interest in biology and society, designed for 

the non-science major.  Topics may vary from year to year. 
 

Course units: 1.0 

Prerequisites: None 
 
COURSE SYNOPSIS 
“Save the environment!”  What does that mean?  This course is designed to help you better 

understand the natural environments that surround us and how human actions can impact those 

environments in positive and negative ways.  My goal is for you to be an informed citizen at the 

end of the semester, with the tools to understand science, evaluate arguments, and enact change 

in your corner of the world. 
 

The fourth-hour requirement will be satisfied through a laboratory experience that is primarily 

devoted to outdoor study, which is a rain-or-shine proposition.  Check the weather forecast 

before lab, and dress accordingly.  Many lab projects will require travel to off-campus sites, and 

you must arrange your transportation to those sites.   

 

COURSE MATERIALS 
The following textbook is an optional resource: 

Cunningham, W.P., Cunningham, M.A., and O’Reilly, C.M. 2023. Principles of Environmental 

Science: Inquiry and Applications, 10th ed. McGraw-Hill, New York, NY. 

 

I will post the PowerPoint presentation for each lecture and the project for each lab on Canvas.  

Files will usually be posted the night before a given lecture or lab meeting.  The PowerPoint 

presentations contain content from a variety of sources, much of which is protected by copyright.  

As such, the files are only for your personal use in this course and are not to be shared, directly 

or indirectly. 

 

mailto:pecor@tcnj.edu


 

EXPECTATIONS, ASSIGNMENTS, & GRADING 
I expect that you will attend class ready to engage with the material, ask questions, and 

participate in discussions.  Your grade will be based on exams, laboratory projects, a Public 

Service Announcement project, and participation.  

 

Exams (400 points).  Three exams will be given during the semester, and each exam will count 

for 100 points.  One exam will be given during the final exam period, and it will be a cumulative, 

integrative assessment also worth 100 points.  Exams will include material from both lecture and 

lab. 

 

Laboratory Projects (200 points).  There are 10 laboratory projects scheduled for the semester, 

and each one will require a presentation or submission of some kind, to be explained as part of 

the undertaking of each project.  Each project assignment will count for 20 points. 

 

Public Service Announcement (PSA) Project (30 points).  One of the applications of 

Environmental Biology is the education of the general public about matters related to the subject.  

Each student will produce a video PSA on a topic of their choice to be screened during one of the 

final two lab sessions.  More information about this assignment will be provided during our first 

lab meeting. 

 

Participation (20 points).  Class will be most effective if everyone is engaged and works to the 

best of their ability.  As an incentive to meet these goals, a portion of your course grade will be 

based on lecture and lab participation. 

 

Letter grades will be determined using the following scheme:  

 

Percentages Letter Grade  Percentages Letter Grade 

100 – 93% A  79 – 77% C+ 

92 – 90% A-  76 – 73% C 

89 – 87% B+  72 – 70% C- 

86 – 83% B  69 – 67% D+ 

82 – 80% B-  66 – 60% D 

   < 60% F 

 
Late submissions will be penalized 10% per day up to three days.  Work submitted more than 

three days late will be scored as a zero. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
In the space below, I highlight a few of the most relevant policies for this course.  A full listing 

of course-related policies can be found here: 

https://academicaffairs.tcnj.edu/tcnj-syllabus-resources/  

 

Inclusion 

“The TCNJ community is composed of people with diverse backgrounds, perspectives, and 

experiences, and the college is committed to diversity, equity, inclusion, access and belonging. 

https://academicaffairs.tcnj.edu/tcnj-syllabus-resources/


 

The college’s Campus Diversity Statement can be viewed here: 

https://diversity.tcnj.edu/campus-diversity-statement/” 

 

Attendance 

TCNJ’s Attendance Policy (https://policies.tcnj.edu/?p=77) states that, “Students are expected to 

participate in each of their courses through regular attendance at lecture and laboratory sessions. 

It is further expected that every student will be present, on time, and prepared to participate when 

scheduled class sessions begin.”  One unexcused absence from lab will reduce your course grade 

one letter.  Two unexcused absences will reduce your course grade two letters.  Three unexcused 

absences will result in course failure. 

 

Academic Integrity 

All activities in this course are governed by TCNJ’s Academic Integrity Policy 

(https://policies.tcnj.edu/?p=130). Any actions that are determined to be violations of the Policy 

will result in a penalty in keeping with the severity of the violation.  If you have any questions 

about matters of academic integrity, please discuss them with me.  Also, visit 

http://academicintegrity.pages.tcnj.edu for more information about academic integrity at TCNJ.  

As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 

TCNJ’s policy with respect to students and employees with disabilities can be found at the 

following URL: http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/digest/digest.php?docId=9206  Every effort will 

be made to provide reasonable accommodation for any student with a condition covered by the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  If you are entitled to accommodations under the ADA, 

please let me know by 9 Sep. 2022, and I will work with the Accessibility Resource Center 

(https://arc.tcnj.edu) to make the necessary accommodations. 

 

Electronic Devices 

You may take notes with a laptop computer or other electronic device, but this should be done in 

a way that does not distract other students (e.g., no internet browsing).   

 

You may make audio recordings of my lectures, in accordance with the Class Recording Policy 

(http://policies.tcnj.edu/policies/digest.php?docId=9236), but you may not make video 

recordings of the lectures unless granted that accommodation by the Office of Disability Support 

Services.  As with the lecture and lab PowerPoints, audio recordings are for your personal use 

and are not to be shared.  The only exception is that you may share recordings with other 

students in the class. 

 

Please silence your cell phone before class.  On exam days, all cell phones must be turned off 

and put away before the exam begins.  Possession of a cell phone during an exam will be 

grounds for an Academic Integrity referral. 

 

https://diversity.tcnj.edu/campus-diversity-statement/
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SCHEDULE* 

 

DATE LECTURE TOPIC READING** LAB 

30 Aug What is Environmental Biology? Ch. 1 
None 

2 Sep Environmental Systems Ch. 2 

6 Sep FOLLOW MONDAY SCHEDULE None Campus Habitats / 

PSA Project Intro 9 Sep Climate Ch. 9 

13 Sep Terrestrial Habitats Ch. 5.1, 6.1-2 
Managed Lands 1 

16 Sep Agriculture and Land Use 1 Ch. 6.3, 7 

20 Sep Agriculture and Land Use 2 Ch. 6.3, 7 
Managed Lands 2 

23 Sep Exam 1 None 

27 Sep Aquatic Habitats 1 Ch. 5.2-3 
Streams 

30 Sep Aquatic Habitats 2 Ch. 5.2-3 

4 Oct Aquaculture and Fisheries None 
Fisheries Trip 

7 Oct Fisheries Trip None 

11 Oct FALL BREAK None 
Water Quality 1  

14 Oct Water Pollution and Treatment Ch. 11 

18 Oct Exam 2 None 
Water Quality 2 

21 Oct Population Growth and Regulation Ch. 3.3 

25 Oct Human Populations Ch. 4 Human 

Demography 28 Oct Species Interactions 1 Ch. 3.2 

1 Nov Species Interactions 2 Ch. 3.2 
Plant Competition 

4 Nov Community Structure  Ch. 3.3-4 

8 Nov Community Dynamics Ch. 3.3-4 Community 

Structure 11 Nov Landscapes None 

15 Nov Ecosystems Ch. 2.4-5 
PSA Project Time 

18 Nov Exam 3 None 

22 Nov Consumption and Waste Ch. 13,14 
None 

25 Nov THANKSGIVING BREAK None 

29 Nov Exotic Species 1 TBA 
PSA Presentations 

2 Dec Exotic Species 2 None 

6 Dec Where do we go from here? Ch. 15,16 
PSA Presentations 

9 Dec End of the Semester Discussion None 

? Dec Final Exam None None 

 

* Schedule is subject to change as needed. 

** Chapters are from Principles of Environmental Science: Inquiry and Applications, 10th ed. 


