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ABSTRACT: This study determined which study habits would distinguish successful from unsuccessful foreign language learners. Participants were 219 college students from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds enrolled in either Spanish, French, German, or Japanese classes. The students completed the Study Habits Inventory and the Background Demographic Form. A canonical discriminant analysis revealed that, compared to their high-performing counterparts, students with the lowest levels of foreign language performance tended to report the following: (1) they frequently included a lot of irrelevant or unimportant information in their notes; (2) when they had difficulty with their assignments, they did not seek help from their instructor; (3) they put their lecture notes away after taking the test and never consulted them again; (4) they had to be in the mood before attempting to study; (5) they had a tendency to doodle or daydream when they were trying to study; and (6) they did not look up in a dictionary the meaning of words that they did not understand. (Contains 41 references.) (SM)
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ABSTRACT: Introduces notetaking tools used successfully with English-as-a-second-language students and low-achieving high school freshmen. Provides an overview of each tool and explains how students use them to take notes when reading textbooks and articles. Notes these tools and academic habits have helped students succeed in their mainstream academic classes. (SG)
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ABSTRACT: This document comprises a teaching guide and a student guide. The teaching guide is designed to help junior and senior high school teachers in Alberta, Canada implement the study skills curriculum, "Make School Work for You," in the classroom. The guide includes suggestions for familiarizing students with the contents of the student resource, sample instructional activities for introducing study skills and strategies, and ideas for assessing students' learning. Section 1 of the teaching guide suggests ways to use the study resource, including teaching study skills in content areas, or using it as a core text for study skills courses. Sections 2 through 4 suggest introductory activities and contain the corresponding blackline masters for copying and answer keys. Section 5 presents sample instructional activities for each chapter of the student resource: (1) "Know Yourself"; (2) "Get Organized"; (3) "Make Every Class Count"; (4) "Use Tests To Show What You Know"; (5) "Present Your Learning"; (6) "Get Along with Others"; (7) "Get People on Your Side"; and (8) "Stay Motivated." Section 6 gives suggestions for assessing student understanding. Section 7 contains sample performance tasks for student assessment, including a personal inventory of learning styles, and essay planner for test preparation. Section 8 contains blackline masters from the activities section of the student resource. An evaluation form completes the teaching guide. The student guide includes several self-evaluation activities to assist students in identifying their own learning challenges and strengths, setting goals, organizing their study time, getting along with others, and staying motivated. Also highlighted are note-taking and test-taking skills as well as ways to present one's learning effectively. (Contains 19 references.) (KB)
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ABSTRACT: Focuses on the role that students' conceptual models of lecture learning might play in facilitating or hindering efforts to improve their notetaking practices. Considers the importance of assessing conceptual models as well as specific behavioral practices in the diagnosis of lecture-learning difficulties and the evaluation of training interventions. (SG)
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ABSTRACT: Explores the effects of using online notepads to take notes on problem solving and learning in a scientific domain. Describes experiments conducted at George Mason University with undergraduate students that showed positive benefits for problems solving and self-explanation when using online notepads. (Contains 50 references.) (Author/LRW)
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ABSTRACT: This article reviews the research on notetaking and describes a new notetaking strategy that emphasizes manipulating and organizing information rather than writing it. Teacher prepared individual note items are graphically organized by students. Examples are used from Grade 10 social studies and Grade 9 English classes, both of which included students with emotional and learning problems. (Contains references.) (DB)
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ABSTRACT: Uses scripted, videotaped lectures to test the effects of teacher immediacy (high vs. low), use of organizational cues (with cues vs. no cues) and student notetaking (took notes vs. no notes) on students' cognitive learning. Indicates that learning immediately after viewing a lecture is greater when the lecture contains organizational cues and students take notes. (SG)
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ABSTRACT: This handbook is intended to be a self-study guide to the effective use of nine specific instructional strategies proven to improve student achievement. The strategies are: (1) identifying similarities and differences (comparing, classifying, creating metaphors, and creating analogies); (2) summarizing and note taking; (3) reinforcing effort and providing recognition; (4) homework and practice; (5) representing knowledge (nonlinguistic representations); (6) learning groups (cooperative learning); (7) setting objectives and providing feedback; (8) generating and testing hypotheses (e.g., problem solving, and decision making); and (9) cues, questions, and advance organizers. The handbook describes the nine strategies and addresses instructional strategies that are most appropriate with specific types of knowledge, such as vocabulary terms, generalizations, and processes. A framework for using the instructional strategies to improve teacher effectiveness in unit planning is included. The handbook includes exercises for checking understanding, rubrics to assess the effectiveness of the strategy with students, and worksheets, blackline masters, and other materials to help teachers envision how to use the strategies in the classroom. (Contains 28 references.) (SM)
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ABSTRACT: Offers a model of study skills instruction embedded within high school and college level classrooms, discussing strategies appropriate for four learning components: notetaking, organizing, relating, and monitoring (NORM). The article asserts that NORM is not the norm for most college students, who are never taught to learn, addressing each NORM component by describing students' typical practices and specific strategies. Examples for embedding strategy instruction into content teaching are provided. (SM)
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ABSTRACT: This article discusses the difficulties students with mild disabilities can have with note taking. It begins with a vignette and then describes how teachers can modify their lectures and how they can teach note-taking techniques to students. The two note-taking techniques described are strategic note taking and guided notes. (Contains references.) (Author/CR)
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ABSTRACT: Describes three experiments with college students that compared the learning potential of text, outline, and matrix displays. Explains the theoretical framework, reviews related research, and discusses results that show matrix displays produced greater relational learning. (Author/LRW)
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ABSTRACT: Providing an incentive to make procrastinators study by giving a test on each chapter was compared with providing a learning strategy by requiring students to outline each chapter, with 82 students classified by level of procrastination. There was an advantage of almost 12% for the test condition among high procrastinators. (SLD)
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