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PERSONAL AUTHOR: Brindley,-Geoff; Slatyer,-Helen
TITLE: Exploring Task Difficulty in ESL Listening Assessment.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 2002
SOURCE (JOURNAL CITATION): Language-Testing; v19 n4 p369-94 Oct 2002
DOCUMENT TYPE: Journal-Articles (080); Reports-Research (143)
LANGUAGE: English
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *English-Second-Language; *Language-Tests; *Listening-Skills
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adults-; Outcomes-of-Education; Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Learning; Task-Analysis; Testing-
ABSTRACT: Reports on an exploratory study that investigated the comparability of listening assessment tasks used to assess and report learning outcomes of adult English-as-a-Second-Language learners in Australia. Focused on the effects of task characteristics and task conditions on learners' performance in competency-based listening assessment tasks that require learners to demonstrate specific listening behaviors. (Author/VWL)
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2. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED458839
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Vinogradov,-Patsy
TITLE: Successful Instruction for Literacy-Level Adults. CARLA Working Paper.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 2001
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED458839
DOCUMENT TYPE: Reports-Research (143)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 71
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *English-Second-Language; *Literacy-Education; *State-Programs
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Cultural-Education; Curriculum-Development; Immigrants-; Interviews-; Language-Minorities; Language-Teachers; Lesson-Plans; Literature-Reviews; Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Learning; Sociolinguistics-; Teacher-Education
MINOR IDENTIFIERS: Minnesota-
ABSTRACT: This report explores a range of issues related to the successful instruction of literacy-level English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) adults. The paper describes types of programs as well as factors that affect this population. Through a series of teacher interviews, the unique characteristics of these learners as well as suggested curricula are detailed. Appendices include suggested student materials and a reading list. The report is divided into six sections: introduction, types of programs, literature review (including native language literacy, age, trauma, family demands, cultural and individual beliefs, sociopolitical concerns), teacher interviews, curriculum (goals of a literacy-level course, sequence, presentation [including techniques and sample lessons], and assessment), and teacher training workshop materials. (Contains 50 references.) (KFT)
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3. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED457703
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Singleton,-Kate
TITLE: Teaching Literacy Students in Your ESL Class.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 2000
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED457703
DOCUMENT TYPE: Guides-Non-classroom (055); Speeches-or-Meeting-Papers (150)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 26
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Education; *Classroom-Techniques; *English-Second-Language; *Inservice-Teacher-Education; *Literacy-Education
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Class-Activities; Immigrants-; Language-Teachers; Lesson-Plans; Multilevel-Classes-Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Learning
ABSTRACT: This package of information from a teacher training workshop is designed to be used by English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) teachers working with literacy students. Training objectives are for participants to identify the following: characteristics of adult ESL learners, the methods most effective in adult ESL literacy instruction, and strategies for classroom management. Participants are also taught to create a lesson plan for literacy students in a multilevel class. Also included are six literacy learner profiles. Handouts suitable for photocopying are also included. Four brief information sheets are also provided: "Reading Theory Made Simple"; "Multi-Level Lesson Plan Idea"; "Tips To Live by When Teaching ESL Literacy"; and "Self Access Materials for Literacy Students." (KFT) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse for ESL Literacy Education)
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4. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED433730
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Brod,-Shirley
TITLE: What Non-Readers or Beginning Readers Need To Know: Performance-Based ESL Adult Literacy.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1999
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED433730
DOCUMENT TYPE: Guides-Classroom-Teacher (052)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 36
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Learning; *Competency-Based-Education; *English-Second-Language; *Literacy-Education
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Age-Differences; Classroom-Techniques; Cognitive-Style; Educational-Background; English-; Expectation-; Job-Skills; Learning-Motivation; Native-Speakers; Numeracy-; Phonics-; Retention-Psychology; Second-Language-Instruction; Sex-Differences; Student-Attitudes; Student-Characteristics; Student-Needs; Vocational-English-Second-Language; Whole-Language-Approach
ABSTRACT: The guide provides adult literacy teachers with background information in adult learning and the performance-based approach to literacy education. The first section reviews theory and research on adult learning, including the factors affecting learning (language background, expectations, gender, learning styles and modes, age and health, educational background), the characteristics and needs of literate and non-literate learners, the differences between teaching English to native speakers and to non-native speakers, and specific classroom techniques for increasing both motivation and retention. The second section outlines the rationale for performance-based literacy instruction and reviews the use of the whole language approach, sight words, and phonics; the role of document literacy (or form language) for this population; numeracy; and employment-related content for beginning readers. Supplementary information is provided in appendixes. (Contains 26 references.) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education) (MSE)
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5. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED433729
PERSONAL AUTHOR: VanDuzer,-Carol
TITLE: Reading and the Adult English Language Learner. ERIC Digest.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1999
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED433729
DOCUMENT TYPE: Information-Analyses-ERIC-IAP's (071); ERIC-Digests-in-Full-Text (073)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 4
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Literacy; *English-Second-Language; *Literacy-Education; *Reading-Instruction
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Alphabets-; Classroom-Techniques; Educational-Strategies; Media-Selection; Phoneme-Grapheme-Correspondence; Reading-Materials; Reading-Skills; Reading-Strategies; Skill-Development
MINOR IDENTIFIERS: ERIC-Digests
ABSTRACT: This digest examines reading approaches, identifies characteristics of fluent readers, and makes suggestions for developing reading instruction for adult English language learners. The reading instruction methods described include the phonics, psycholinguistic, interactive, and critical literacy approaches. Fluent readers are defined as those who read with a purpose, read quickly, use a variety of strategies, interact with the text, evaluate the text critically, expect to understand the text, and usually read silently. Drawing on recent research in reading instruction, seven general reading proficiency activity types are described, including: use of texts that meet student needs and are interesting; early instruction in letter recognition and sound-symbol correspondences, particularly for students not schooled in the Roman alphabet; teaching a variety of reading strategies; use of prereading activities; teaching evaluation of texts for implicit values and assumptions; use of texts containing familiar words and grammatical structures; and use of extensive reading. Contains 18 references. (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education) (MSE)
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6. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED429466
TITLE: Citizenship Handbook.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1999
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED429466
DOCUMENT TYPE: Guides-Classroom-Teacher (052)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 159
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Citizenship-Education; *Civics-; *English-Second-Language; *Immigrants-
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Bilingual-Education; Citizenship-Responsibility; Class-Activities; Classroom-Techniques; Cognitive-Style; Educational-Resources; Idioms-; Instructional-Materials; Literacy-Education; Second-Language-Instruction; Student-Characteristics; Teaching-Guides; United-States-History
ABSTRACT: The Orange County (Florida) teacher's guide to citizenship instruction for immigrants to the United States provides information about the discipline and the characteristics of the adult learner of English-as-a-Second-Language, and includes recommended instructional materials. Sections contain: background information and suggestions on managing attendance, the teacher's responsibility, characteristics of adult ESL learners, and learning styles; Florida's curriculum framework for citizenship education, including performance objectives and instructional materials; practice citizenship interview questions; reproducible classroom materials; sources for bilingual materials and additional teaching resources; suggested classroom activities; a glossary of useful idioms and expressions; and a survey for users of the handbook. (MSE) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education)
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7. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED429468
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Smith,-Barbara; Quinn,-Kathleen; Cooper,-Rosalind
TITLE: Opening Borders.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1998
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED429468
DOCUMENT TYPE: Guides-Classroom-Teacher (052)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 29
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Cultural-Awareness; *Culture-Conflict; *English-Second-Language; *Immigrants-; *Nonverbal-Communication; *Student-Adjustment
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Acculturation-; Adult-Basic-Education; Classroom-Techniques; Curriculum-Development; Literacy-Education; Multicultural-Education; Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Learning; Student-Characteristics
ABSTRACT: The guide is designed to familiarize adult basic education (ABE) English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) teachers with the obstacles faced by adult students from other culture in the adult education classroom. An overview of these challenges and an outline of suggested teaching strategies and cultural activities are presented as a basis for developing a multicultural ABE/ESL curriculum. The beginning of the guide looks at the nature of culture shock experienced by an immigrant population and common individual responses to it. The process of second language acquisition is then discussed, and the important role of nonverbal communication is examined. A series of 16 classroom teaching strategies and teacher behaviors that support learning in this population is presented, and 8 classroom cultural activities are described briefly. Contains 11 references and resources. (MSE) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education)
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8. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED421899
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Weinstein,-Gail
TITLE: Family and Intergenerational Literacy in Multilingual Communities. ERIC Q & A.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1998
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED421899
DOCUMENT TYPE: Information-Analyses-ERIC-IAP's (071)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 6
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Community-Programs; *Educational-Needs; *Educational-Trends; *Family-Literacy; *Intergenerational-Programs; *Literacy-Education
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Cultural-Pluralism; Curriculum-Design; Educational-Policy; Family-Programs; Grouping-Instructional-Purposes; Instructional-Materials; Program-Design; Public-Policy; Trend-Analysis
ABSTRACT: A discussion of family and intergenerational programs promoting literacy reviews selected research, current policies, goals, models for program design, and curriculum approaches. Research informing both family and intergenerational literacy programs includes early research on literacy in school-age children and more recently, studies of literacy practices within social and political contexts. Legislative and policy initiatives and privately-sponsored programs have influenced and continue to affect family literacy work. Goals of family and intergenerational programs vary, including: improving school achievement; improving skills, attitudes, values, and behaviors surrounding reading; developing advocacy for schooling; and re-connecting generations in positive ways. Several basic program models are in use, each designed to address the characteristics of participants. Both heterogeneous and homogeneous groupings are used. Curricula and materials used are influenced largely by program goals. Promising trends in family and intergenerational literacy include collaboration between parents and schools to promote more effective programs, efforts to strengthen families and communities, planning and instruction beginning with inquiry into learners' lives, targeting of learner-defined needs, encouragement of intergenerational sharing of knowledge; and fostering of learning among communities among both learners and practitioners. (Contains 34 references.) (MSE) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education)
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9. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED421898
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Allender,-Susan-Chou
TITLE: Adult ESL Learners with Special Needs: Learning from the Australian Perspective. ERIC Q & A.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1998
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED421898
DOCUMENT TYPE: Information-Analyses-ERIC-IAP's (071)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 6
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Education; *Educational-Needs; *English-Second-Language; *Illiteracy-; *Immigrants-; *Literacy-Education
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Classroom-Techniques; Curriculum-Design; Educational-Background; Educational-Strategies; Foreign-Countries; Land-Settlement; Older-Adults; Program-Design; Second-Language-Instruction; Second-Language-Learning; Student-Characteristics; Student-Needs
MINOR IDENTIFIERS: Australia-
ABSTRACT: A discussion of adult learners of English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) with special needs draws on what has been learned in an Australian program of adult immigrant ESL education and acculturation. It summarizes research undertaken within this program to identify groups of adult learners with special needs and the learning barriers that face them, gives examples of curriculum strategies, classroom practices, and policy initiatives developed to overcome these barriers and improve the effectiveness of learning, and identifies issues still to be resolved. Learner characteristics found to affect the pace and success of formal language learning include these: lack of or limited formal education; no experience of formal learning as adults; disrupted education due to war or other political crisis; first-language functional illiteracy; background in non-roman script language; old age; trauma; and significantly different cultural backgrounds and educational perspectives. Curriculum strategies, classroom practices, program design elements, and policy initiatives to address each of these circumstances are outlined. Issues remaining to be resolved include: measuring instructional effectiveness over time; providing for lifelong learning; providing alternative sin employment; and creating a new paradigm supporting productive diversity. (Contains 29 references.) (MSE) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education)
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10. ACCESSION NUMBER: EJ570293
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Van-Duzer,-Carol
TITLE: Towards a Framework for Teaching Adult Learners.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1997
SOURCE (JOURNAL CITATION): American-Language-Review; v1 n5 p27-28 Dec 1997
DOCUMENT TYPE: Information-Analyses-General (070); Journal-Articles (080)
LANGUAGE: English
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Students; *English-Second-Language; *Second-Language-Instruction
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Classroom-Techniques; Outcomes-of-Education; Professional-Development; Program-Design; Research-Needs; Student-Evaluation; Student-Needs; Teacher-Education
ABSTRACT: A brief review of what is known about teaching English as a Second Language (ESL) to adults focuses on four areas: characteristics and needs of adult English language learners; program design and instructional practices; ESL teacher preparation and staff development; and learner assessment and outcomes. Teachers are urged to let colleagues, administrations, and researchers know what research is needed. (MSE)
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11. ACCESSION NUMBER: ED409749
PERSONAL AUTHOR: Kim,-Kwang; and-others
TITLE: Participation of Adults in English as a Second Language Classes: 1994-95. Statistics in Brief.
PUBLICATION YEAR: 1997
EDRS DOCUMENT LINK: http://www.edrs.com/members/sp.cfm?AN=ED409749
DOCUMENT TYPE: Numeric-or-Quantitative-Data (110); Reports-Descriptive (141)
LANGUAGE: English
PAGINATION: 21
MAJOR DESCRIPTORS: *Adult-Students; *Educational-Demand; *English-Second-Language; *Enrollment-Rate; *Literacy-Education
MINOR DESCRIPTORS: Adult-Education; Educational-Attitudes; Language-Proficiency; Language-Role; Limited-English-Speaking; National-Surveys; Second-Language-Instruction; Student-Attitudes; Student-Characteristics; Student-Costs
ABSTRACT: The report details results of the 1995 National Household Education Survey concerning home language use, English language proficiency, and participation in English-as-a-Second-Language (ESL) classes. The survey found that about 12 million adults reported speaking a language other than English at home. Of these, almost 11 percent had participated in ESL classes in the 12 previous months. About one-quarter of the remaining group showed interest in the classes. Almost two-thirds had no interest; of these, about half reported speaking English well. Analysis of the data shows patterns in characteristics of this population and ESL class participation or non-participation, and reasons for participation. Information was also gathered about the providers of ESL instruction, use of personal funds for participation, sources of information on ESL classes, which of the interested non-participants knew about class availability, and barriers to participation. Extensive information on the survey methodology and data reliability is also included. Appended tables provide numerical data on characteristics of the population in question, participation rates and reasons, program characteristics, and characteristics of non-participants. Contains 17 references. (MSE) (Adjunct ERIC Clearinghouse on Literacy Education)
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